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Introduction

Neighbourhood planning

Neighbourhood planning is a new tier of the planning system which seeks to give
communities more control over the future of their area. Neighbourhood planning
can help communities shape the future of their areas. This could include
determining the location of shops, offices and schools to setting standards of
design for new housing.

The Sherston Neighbourhood Plan has been chosen by the Government to be a
‘Front Runner’. It is proposed that the plan will cover the administrative area of
Sherston Parish Council (see map). The original front runner bid identified that
the plan would seek to allocate any ‘non strategic’ development sites, where
appropriate and establish any local policies that may be needed to compliment
those set out in the Wiltshire Core Strategy.

Sherston front runner

Sherston Parish Council initiated the front runner application and as a qualifying
body is leading the work with technical support provided by Wiltshire Council.
Sherston Parish Council, on the 28 June 2011, unanimously agreed the application
to the Area Board for Sherston to be proposed as Neighbourhood Planning Front
Runner.

The Wiltshire Core Strategy Pre-submission document (2012) establishes a
framework to help facilitate the development of neighbourhood plans across
Wiltshire. In particular, these plans will identify and allocate small (non-strategic)
development sites, thus ensuring that proposals for development at a local scale
are truly led by the community. Neighbourhood planning may also offer an
opportunity to address other area specific challenges to be identified through the
neighbourhood planning process.
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Figure 1 - Sherston Neighbourhood Plan Area




Progress to date

Steering group

Since gaining front runner status Sherston Parish Council has established a
steering group which includes several local residents, community groups, local
organisations and businesses. The steering group is governed by Sherston Parish
Council. However the steering group is jointly responsible for managing the
various stages of the process. Wiltshire Council provides a ‘link officer’ to provide
support and advice throughout the plan preparation process.

Steering group members include:

e Sherston Parish Council e Youth club

e Sherston schools e Tolsey Surgery

e Sherston businesses e Sherston Busy Hands Pre
School

Sherston Churches

e Sherston Green Wing

Malmesbury Area Board
e Sherston Senior Club.

Developing a series of initial aspirations

The steering group have engaged with a number of community groups and local
stakeholders to establish a series of initial aspirations to help inform the
development of the draft plan. A summary of these aspirations are presented on
the following page.
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Initial aspirations:

e Improvements to the scout
hut

e Potential re-location of the
pre-school to purpose built
premises

e Solution to school parking
and travel issues

e Potential expansion of the
school

e The need to provide
affordable homes

e Safeguard land for allotment
use

e Accommodation for the
elderly

e High speed broadband

connectivity

e Potential for a serviced

business centre

e Improve village hall

facilities

e Improve Grove Wood and

develop a community
wood

e Potential for a new

purpose built surgery

e Relocate vicarage to new

location

e Provision of additional

burial space for the
parish

e Improved sports facilities




Community workshop

Purpose of the workshop

The steering group considered it important to provide an opportunity for the local
community to comment and give their views, concerns and establish their own
aspirations for the village and how these hopes and issues can be met.

An open workshop was considered the most appropriate method of allowing all
residents an opportunity to be involved. This was an important stage of the
neighbourhood planning process to help keep the community fully informed of
what is being proposed and to make their views known. It was hoped that the
event would be an opportunity to share the initial aspirations developed by the
steering group and provide an occasion for the local community to pass
comment.

Workshop format

The workshop was an open public event held on Tuesday 17 July 2012 between
the hours of 19:30 and 21:00 at Sherston Village Hall. Registration sign in sheets
were provided to record attendees (see Appendix A). A display was produced
giving an overview of neighbourhood planning (see following page(s)), a summary
of the initial aspirations and an opportunity to provide comment on a number of
themes including:

e Community and services
e Economy
e Environment

e Housing.

Sherston Neighbourhood Plan Workshop

17 July 2012

19:30

Registration
+ Opportunity for stakeholders to examine the display material and
provide comment

19:45

Welcome / introduction
+ Welcome — Chairman Sherston Parish Council, Mr J Matthews
« Workshop introduction — Wiltshire Council

20:00

Workshop

Mapping the present (Assets) — approx 25mins
Stakeholders to analyse the neighbourhood plan area. Consider and then
diagram on a large scale map the following:
s The key assets within the area / village
« What links exist between the neighbourhood plan area and its wider
context (economy, tourism, education, landscape, ecology, retail,
community facilities, commuting patterns)

Mapping the future (Opportunities) — approx 25mins
Stakeholders then consider and diagram the potential opportunities and
ambitions within the area and the surrounding area, such as:
* Retail
« Community Facilities / Skills / Education
» Employment /Business
Infrastructure improvements
Housing

20:50

Feedback
+ Each group to feed back on the key issues arising from their
discussions

21:00

Next steps / close
« Next steps — Wiltshire Council
s Closing statement - Chairman Sherston Parish Council, Mr J
Matthews

Figure 2 - Workshop agenda




Workshop display boards

What is the Sherston Neighbourhood Plan?

Neighbourhood planning is a new way for communities

to decide the future of the places where they live and work.
The Sherston Neighbourhood Plan will cover the administrative
area of Sherston Parish Council. The plan will potentially seek to
allocate development sites, where appropriate, and establish
any local policies that may be %
needed to compliment those set =
out within Wiltshire Councils ‘
development plan.

Wiltshire Council has secured
funding from Communities and \:
Local Government for six pilot 3
neighbourhood plans, known as L
‘Front Runners’. The Sherston o
Neighbourhood Plan is one of the AN
Wiltshire front runner projects.
Piloting a neighbourhood plan at Qﬁ
a village scale will be very e S

important to help inform the appropriate scale of
neighbourhood planning and ensure the wider approach
developed across Wiltshire is as effective and cost effective as
possible.

The Sherston Neighbourhood Plan will be able to establish
general planning policies for the development and use across
the parish. The plan might specify, for example, where new
homes and offices should be built, and what they should look
like. The plan could also set a vision for the future, and can be
detailed or general depending on what local people want.

Who is developing the Sherston
Neighbourhood Plan?

The Sherston Neighbourhood Plan is being led by the parish
council. A steering group has been established to include wider
representation from the community to ensure that there is a
balance of interests so that social, environmental and economic
interests are represented. Members include:

* Sherston Parish Council
¢ Sherston schools

¢ Sherston businesses

e Sherston Churches

¢ Malmesbury Area Board
Sherston Old School
Community Interest
Company (SOSCIC)
Sherston housing

* Sherston Scouts and youth

* Tolsey Surgery

* Sherston Busy Hands Pre-School
* Sherston Green Wing

¢ Sherston Senior Club

* Sherston sports association

* Sherston allotments

* Sherston village hall
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How can | get involved?

It is vitally important that
everyone within the parish has
an opportunity to provide
comment on the
neighbourhood plan
throughout the process. This
workshop is just one
opportunity to comment and
help inform the Sherston
Neighbourhood Plan. Further
events will be organised
including engagement with
the young and elderly.
Upcoming events will be
advertised through the parish
newsletter. The agendas and
minutes of the steering group
are published on the parish
website www.sherston.org.uk.

What are the next steps?

The steering group has started
to engage with local
community groups and
organisations including the
primary school, scouts, senior
club and local businesses. The
workshop this evening
provides an opportunity for
the local community to
comment on these aspirations
and gather further
information. The steering
group will then develop a list
of objectives and a vision for
the plan drawing upon the
aspirations of the local
community.

Sherston Neighbourhood Plan aspirations... N
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local community groups and organisations to establish
a series of aspirations. The workshop this evening
provides an opportunity for the local community to
comment on these aspirations and gather further
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What do you consider to be the most important aspiration? Please add a sticky dot below...

* Improvements to the scout hut * High speed broadband connectivity

* Potential re-location of the pre-school to * Potential for a serviced business centre
purpose built premises

Improve village hall facilities
¢ Solution to parking and travel issues

Improve Grove Wood and develop a

¢ Potential expansion of the school community garden

* The need to provide affordable homes Potential for a new purpose built surgery

+ Safeguard land for allotment use Relocate vicarage to new location

Provision of additional burial space for the

¢ Accommodation for the elderly parish

Improved sports facilities




Workshop display boards

What do you cherish? What would you change?

'hunity and se‘\‘

Aspirations to be investigated

e Potential to expand the primary school
* Pre-school
e Village hall

Housing

Aspirations to be investigated

¢ Affordable housing
 Care for the elderly

Economy

Aspirations to be investigated

¢ High speed broadband
¢ Potential for a serviced business centre

Enviro nmeﬂ‘

Aspirations to be investigated

e Potential to develop a community garden




Workshop overview

An introduction was provided by John Matthews (Chair, Sherston Parish Council)
which provided an overview of the purpose of the workshop. Wiltshire Council
officers then provided an overview of the workshop exercises to be undertaken in
groups. This part of the evening lasted for approximately 1 hour and was split into
two parts.

Workshop 1 - Mapping the present (approx 30min)

Each group was provided with a large scale map of the neighbourhood plan area
and considered and diagrammed the following:

1. The key assets within the area

2. What links exist between the neighbourhood plan area and its wider
context (economy, tourism, education, landscape, ecology, retail,
community facilities, commuting patterns)

Workshop 2 — Mapping the future (approx 30min)

Groups then considered and diagrammed the potential opportunities and ambitions
within the area and the surrounding area, such as:

Retail

Community Facilities / Skills / Education
Employment / Business

Infrastructure improvements

Housing

agrwdE

Each table then elected a resident to feedback on the key issues arising from their
discussions. John Matthews closed the workshop and thanked everyone for their
attendance. Mr Matthews outlined that all of the information gathered would be
collated and used to inform the emerging neighbourhood plan.

Evaluation forms were made available to gauge the success of the evening. A
summary of the workshop findings and the evaluation forms are provided in the
following section.




Workshop outputs

The following represents a summary of the workshop findings which will help

inform the objectives for the Sherston Neighbourhood Plan.

Display boards

At the start of the meeting attendees were invited to provide comment on a
number of themes using post-it notes a summary of the comments are provided

below:

Primary school should have more links to
other services incl. medical & health visitors
High speed broadband is very important
River valleys should be safeguarded

Retain beauty and peacefulness of rural
community

More organic farming

Sheltered housing is very important

Cherish ‘Cotswold’ look of buildings

Improved sports facilities
Provision of additional burial space for the...
Relocate vicarage to new location
Potential for a new purpose built surgery
Improve Grove Wood and develop a...
Improve village hall facilities
Potential for a serviced business centre
High speed broadband connectivity
Accommodation for the elderly
Safeguard land for allotment use
The need to provide affordable homes
Potential expansion of the school
Jtion to school parking and travel issues
otential re-location of the pre-school to...

Improvements to the scout hut

The most important aspiration was considered to be high speed broadband
connectivity. The potential for a new purpose built surgery, improved village hall
facilities, solution to school parking and travel issues, potential re-location of the
pre-school and affordable housing were also seen as important aspirations.
Improvements to Grove Wood, potential expansion of the school and the
potential to provide a serviced business centre were considered to be the least
important.




Workshop 1 - Mapping the present
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e The village is seen as an

important asset throughout the

parish

Pre-school is a valued

community asset

Community spirit is very good

The village has a number of

facilities which constitute its

heart including:

(o] Shops, pubs and the
church

It is good to have a school

central to the village

Local pubs are an important

community asset

Proximity to the Cotswolds and

Bath etc important asset

Recreation ground very

important community asset

Cliff road meeting house should

be considered a valued asset

The high street is a very

important asset which brings

people together

BT

Very rural area which includes
farming and equine activities
Good location to commute to
Swindon, Bath and Bristol
Many people are now working
flexibly including home working
Sherston village and
surrounding area is a tourist
attraction

The arboretum nearby is seen
as an important asset

Valued conservation area

Good network of footpaths and

bridleways

Stone walls are valued

throughout the area

Valued buildings within the

village include:

o churches, listed buildings,
old school, Tolsey, High
St buildings, Rattlebone,
primary school and the
village hall

The general environment is

superb

River valleys are valued locally

The open countryside and areas

of landscape beauty are very

important

Walking along the river and cliff

area is very important ‘freedom

and beauty’




Workshop 2 - Mapping the fu

e

Important to encourage self
financing buildings

A mini bus going around the
village

Need to increase burial facilities
Improve pedestrian access to
the school to encourage more
walking

Are the buses adequate? Do we
need to increase provision?
Need to improve provision for
the arts incl. exhibition space
and performance facilities

The old rectory is located in a
central position this could be a
key site if redeveloped

The village hall should be larger
to accommodate bigger events
Sports pavilion —one large
purpose built building, that
incorporates village hall, scout
hut and sports changing
facilities etc

Agree that there should be a
new vicarage and expansion of
burial facilities

Develop car park in conjunction
with developing village hall
More youth facilities are
needed

ture
e Anthony Close — enhance it or

new surgery site?

Pre-school should relocate to

be near the school

New premises should be sought

for busy hands

The village has poor

infrastructure including:

(o] lack of mains drainage,
no gas, poor mobile
phone coverage, poor

bus service, limited taxis
and no police /ambulance

Public transport provision
should be improved

If the GP surgery relocates what
will be the future use of the
site?

Parking is an issue within the
village

Is the GP surgery big enough —
what is the demand?

Mains gas supply should be
introduced to the village

The relocation of the allotments
should be considered — future
use of land?

Co-location of facilities can
sometimes be beneficial
Facilities and accommodation
for the elderly is very important
Not very much for young
people to do in the village

BT

More houses will be needed
Difficult to expand housing
easily due to topography

New development has no
parking this should be a
consideration

Not too much housing

Shared equity model of housing
should be encouraged

It is very difficult for young
people to access housing within
the village

We should encourage more
affordable housing

Provision of elderly housing
should be seen as a priority

T

Better access to Grove Wood
should be explored

A lower speed limit should be
introduced along the high
street

Footpaths require protection
The creation of a community
garden should not be seen as a
priority

Most people want to safeguard
allotments

s

Better connectivity should be
encouraged including fibre
optics and satellite

Explore community electricity
generation incl. a micro-hydro
scheme

Home working is very limited
due to slow broadband

We should do more to support
small businesses within the
village

We should encourage business
growth by providing the correct
facilities incl. post office etc
High speed internet should be

introduced throughout the
village




Example material generated during the
workshop




Workshop feedback Next steps

At the end of the workshop each group nominated a resident to provide The workshop outputs documented in this report will help inform the objectives
feedback: to be produced for the Sherston Neighbourhood Plan. Further consultation will

also take place with the community as the neighbourhood plan develops.
e Community spirit is fantastic within the village

e The area has a very high quality environment

e Infrastructure for cars should be improved incl. parking

e The whole village should be safeguarded — however, new households
need to be accommodated

e More youth facilities are needed

e The sports field is currently underutilised

e The specific location of the village adds to its character

e The river area has specific recreation value

e Broadband speeds should be improved

o Any future development proposals should be debated

e The scale and type of development will be very important

o New development should be linked to the needs of the community

e The village wants to move forward but this should be balanced with the
need to conserve what is valued

e High house prices restrict the ability of people to stay in the village

e Important not to spoil what we already value

e The plan should manage new development

¢ No fundamental changes should be made to the village or the rate of
development

e Options should be explored to expand the surgery

e Options for the vicarage site should be explored

e Theriver corridor should be protected and enhanced

e The village already has a considerable amount of services and facilities

e The potential relocation of the pre-school should be considered

11




Appendix A - Workshop attendees
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Appendix B - Workshop evaluation

The workshop has provided me with a better understanding of the Sherston
The following summarises the feedback received at the event. Neighbourhood Plan?

Please indicate how you found out about the workshop this evening.

H Agree
M Parish newsletter W Disagree
M Notice in the village
= Word of mouth
m Other

The workshop has provided an opportunity for me to comment on the emerging
neighbourhood plan aspirations?

I now have a better understanding of the next steps and how I can continue to
be involved?

u Agree W Agree
M Disagree W Disagree
17
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