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Introduction

Neighbourhood planning

Neighbourhood planning is a new tier of the planning system which seeks to give
communities more control over the future of their area. Neighbourhood planning
can help communities shape the future of their areas. This could include
determining the location of shops, offices and schools to setting standards of
design for new housing.

The Sherston Neighbourhood Plan has been chosen by the Government to be a

‘Front Runner’. It is proposed that the plan will cover the administrative area of

Finknoy *
Sherston Parish Council. The original front runner bid identified that the plan ':"'"'” g

would seek to allocate any ‘non-strategic’ development sites, where appropriate
and establish any local policies that may be needed to complement those set out
in the Wiltshire Core Strategy.

Sherston front runner

Sherston Parish Council initiated the front runner application and as a qualifying
body is leading the work with technical support provided by Wiltshire Council.

Sherston Parish Council, on the 28 June 2011, unanimously agreed the application
to the Area Board for Sherston to be proposed as Neighbourhood Planning Front
Runner.

The Wiltshire Core Strategy Pre-submission document (2012) establishes a | e
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framework to help facilitate the development of neighbourhood plans across

Wiltshire. In particular, these plans will identify and allocate small (non-strategic)
development sites, thus ensuring that proposals for development at a local scale

are truly led by the community. Neighbourhood planning may also offer an
opportunity to address other area specific challenges to be identified through the

neighbourhood planning process.

Figure 1 - Sherston Neighbourhood Plan Area




Progress to date

Steering group

Since gaining front runner status Sherston Parish Council has established a
Steering Group which includes several local residents, community groups, local
organisations and businesses. Whilst the Steering Group is governed by Sherston
Parish Council it is responsible for managing the various stages of the process.
Wiltshire Council provides a ‘link officer’ (Chris Minors) to provide support and
advice throughout the plan preparation process.

The Steering Group firstly engaged with a number of community groups and local
stakeholders to establish a series of initial aspirations to help inform the
development of the draft plan. Each of the Steering Group members having first
been asked to canvass the views of their respective community organisations
before reporting back to the wider group.

An open Workshop meeting was held in July 2012 with the purpose of providing
an opportunity to share these initial aspirations with the local community and
more specifically to seek to identify the key issues that it was felt ought to be
addressed through the Neighbourhood Plan.

The information obtained from this Workshop (see copy Report 1 for full details)
was fed back to the Steering Group and used to create a range of Neighbourhood
Plan objectives and to assist in preparing the necessary Strategic Environmental
Assessment Scoping Report 2. This latter Report is also available as a separate
document.

The following preliminary objectives were defined as a result of this process:

Objective 1:

The Plan will support the provision of facilities considered important for a vibrant

community by:

. Protecting those facilities already in place;

° Supporting the provision of a new enhanced GP surgery;

° Facilitating the provision of additional facilities for the elderly, pre-school,

and young people living within the village.

Objective 2:
The Plan will ensure that all future development in the village:

° Respects the high quality of the local environment by employing the use of
building materials in sympathy with the Cotswold AONB;

. Is of the highest quality of design — utilising wherever possible traditional
styles and proportions;

° Safeguarding those parts of the settlement that have been identified as
being worthy of protection from development by reason of their landscape
quality, ecological importance or local significance.

Objective 3:

The Plan will facilitate opportunities for new and existing businesses and social
enterprise that benefit the community and support the delivery of advanced fibre
connectivity to all parts of the village by:

. Supporting the creation of new business premises in appropriate
locations;
. Resisting the change of use of existing business premises to alternative

uses (except where there is a clear benefit to the community from allowing such);




. Encouraging the approved provider of high speed broadband to install
advanced connections to the network throughout the village.

1.Sherston Neighbourhood Plan Workshop Report July 2012

2.Sherston Neighbourhood Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment Report February 2013
Objective 4:

The Plan will provide for a limited amount of housing to meet an identified local
need. It will do this through:

. Allowing small scale development in selected locations — to include houses
for sale on the open market, affordable social rented and shared equity housing,
and sheltered elderly persons accommodation;

. Ensuring that all such development includes a mix of house types capable
of meeting the identified local need;

. Considering the redevelopment of existing brown field development
opportunities first;

. Supporting the provision of a replacement dwelling for the local vicar.

Objective 5:

The Plan will seek to provide for the existing and future leisure, recreational,
sporting, community and social needs of the village by:

° Ensuring that certain existing important open land and other green spaces
within and adjoining the village are retained and/or enhanced — or that suitable
replacement facilities are provided as part of any agreed redevelopment
proposals;

. Ensuring that sufficient additional areas of open space are created within
all new developments;

. Identifying and securing a site for the provision of additional burials within
the village;

. Ensuring that existing sports and leisure facilities are retained and
wherever possible enhanced.

° Supporting the provision of new build sports, leisure and recreational
facilities in and around the village in appropriate locations.

Objective 6:
The Plan will facilitate measures for managing traffic in and around the village by:

. Ensuring that sufficient on site parking is provided in all new
developments -sufficient to meet current and likely future car ownership and use;

° Encouraging measures which lead to a reduction in traffic volumes,
movement and speed throughout the village and provide safer journeys for both
pedestrians and motorists alike.

° Encouraging greater use of public transport, cycling and walking.

Objective 7:

The Plan will encourage the sympathetic management of the countryside
surrounding the village so as to retain and/or enhance its high quality, improve
biodiversity and provide other longer term benefits to the local community by:

° Considering the creation of a community wood and/or orchard;

° Identifying and safeguarding any sites identified in the locality that are
considered to be of significant ecological or landscape quality.

Objective 8:

The Plan will encourage a move towards a low carbon economy which includes
local food production and the generation of renewable energy by:

. Identifying and allocating additional land within the plan area for
allotments;




. Encouraging the introduction of appropriate alternative energy sources
(specifically solar, wood fuel, ground and air source heat systems) for use within
existing and all new development within and around the village.

Having recently completed and published (for consultation purposes) the SEA
Scoping Report, work has now started on identifying the range of policies and

proposals that might be considered appropriate to form the Neighbourhood Plan.

(N.B. The Steering Group has now appointed an independent consultant — Helena
Spiritus from Oxford Brookes University — to assist in particular with the ongoing
necessary SEA work).

The next step in this process is to seek to refine the range of issues that the plan
needs to address, and indeed to seek confirmation (from the local community)
that there is indeed a reasonable level of support for such. In addition, it is
considered that the time has come to start considering the geographical and
other implications from pursuing one or other of the ideas that have emerged to
date from this preparatory work.

The decision was made to arrange a further Workshop to allow such matters to

be more openly discussed.

Community workshop (March 2013)

Purpose of the workshop

The Steering Group considered it important to provide an opportunity for the
local community to comment and give their views on the work undertaken so far
and more particularly to establish whether there was support for the range of
“key issues” that had to date been identified and to start to discuss the
geographical implications of seeking to meet some or all of the objectives that
had now been identified (as set out above).

An exhibition and open workshop was once again considered the most
appropriate method of allowing all residents an opportunity to be involved. It is
clearly important that throughout the neighbourhood planning process every
opportunity is taken to keep the community fully informed of what is being
proposed and to make their views known. It was intended that the event would
be used as an opportunity to exhibit some of the background information that
had been obtained to date to inform the emerging plan as well as providing an
opportunity to both test and seek feedback on the range of key issues that have
so far been identified and to seek the preliminary views of the community on the
scale, type and location of any future development that might take place over the
plan period to meet the stated objectives.




Workshop format

The workshop was an open public event held on Saturday23rd March 2013
between the hours of 10:30 and 13.30 at Sherston Village Hall. Registration sign in
sheets were provided to record attendees (see Appendix A). A display was
produced giving an overview of neighbourhood planning, setting out the draft
objectives and the key issues identified to date, a brief history of the village, and a
series of plans showing the known planning constraints, existing settlement limits,
and walking distances from the village centre — all for the purpose of informing
the later workshop discussions (see Appendix B). (N.B. This same display was left
out for villagers to view on the following morning in the Village Hall — when
visitors were invited to make written comments on any matters raised and put
them in a comments box).

WHY DOWENED A
GHBOURHOOD PLA:

P A -

WHAT YOU HAVE SAID SO FAR

I"ulluwing a series of public meetings, workshops and discussions both
within and through the Steering Group the following key issues/aspirations
have so far been identified (in no particular order):
AGREE DISAGREE
“The provision of a new enhanced GP surgery

Protecting existing community facilities

Al ) e

and imp for the elderly

Relocation of the pre-school facility onto its own site
Additional burial space
Additional allotments

Affordable housing — to meet a locally identified need (c.20 units)

Improved sports and recreation facilities
High Speed Broadband

New (replacement) vicarage

Opportunities for new businesses to set up in and around the village

Resisting the loss of existing business opportunities

Limited amount of new build general housing (c.20 units)

Community orchard

Safeguarding specific parts of the settlement from future development R

Encouraging greater use of appropriate alternative energy sources

* Encouraging greater use of public transport, cycling and walking

ARE THERE ANY KEY ISSUES THAT YOU THINK WE HAVE MISSED?
(If so — please make a comment and put in the ballot bex)

ARE THERE ANY KEY ISSUES THAT YOU WHOLE-HEARTEDLY
DISAGREE WITH?
(If s0 — please make a comment and put in the ballot box).

DO YOU SUPPORT ANY OR ALL OF THE ITEMS ON THIS LI !
(Add a sticker if you do)

Figure 2 - Workshop feedback




Workshop overview

An introduction was provided by John Matthews (Chair, Steering Group) who
provided an overview of the purpose of the workshop and introduced two
speakers — Geoff Wright (an independent Planning Consultant and Urban Design
Expert — representing CABE) and Ben Hamilton-Baillie (an independent traffic,
transport and urban design consultant — also representing CABE).

Geoff and Ben spoke for about 45 minutes — setting the scene, explaining the
benefits of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan, setting out some of the key urban
design, planning, highway and transport issues that need to be addressed,
identifying (from an outsiders’ point of view) what they perceived to be the
character and evolution of the village, and finally providing an overview of the
workshop exercises to be undertaken in groups (see Appendix C).

This part of the morning lasted for approximately 1 hour and was split into two
parts. Five separate groups were established — each with a facilitator (viz. Helena
Spiritus; Chris Minors; Ben Hamilton-Baillie; John Matthews; Mike Johnson). One
resident member of each group was nominated from the outset to provide
feedback to the Workshop.

Workshop 1 - (approx 20min)

o To consider what should happen and where;
e To consider how it could be delivered.

Each group was provided with a large scale aerial photograph of the village, a map
showing the various sites that had been put forward by landowners in and around
the village (following canvassing by the Steering Group) as having some form of
development potential, and a note pad. Each group was asked to review the
range of key issues that had previously been identified (or indeed any others that
the group considered relevant) and then go on to identify where any of the
specific ideas that emerged during those discussions could potentially be located.
In addition each group was specifically asked to consider the scale of housing
development considered appropriate for the village over the plan period.

Workshop 2 — (approx 20min)

e To sketch physical proposals;
e To add notes and policy suggestions to support your plan.

Groups then considered and diagrammed the potential development options that
had come out of those earlier discussions. Notes were prepared to clarify the
options being suggested.

Each table then provided feedback on the scale, nature and location of future
development anticipated in the village over the plan period arising from their
discussions. John Matthews closed the workshop and thanked everyone for their
attendance. Mr Matthews outlined that all of the information gathered would be
collated, reported on and used to further inform the emerging neighbourhood
plan.




Workshop outputs

The following represents a summary of the workshop findings which will help
inform the objectives for the Sherston Neighbourhood Plan.

Display boards

At the start of the meeting attendees were invited to indicate their support or
opposition to the range of key issues that had been identified through earlier
work on the Neighbourhood Plan. In addition attendees were invited to make any
written comments that they might wish to make on aspects of the emerging plan
that they did not consider had as yet been fully addressed or indeed that they did
not support. (N.B. As noted above this exhibition was left out on display in the
Village Hall for a further 24 hours — to allow those unable to attend the Workshop
to view the material and to make comments. Some of the comments left in the
ballot box therefore, as reported below, will be from individuals who did not
attend the workshop or listen to the discussions).

A full summary of the responses received are overleaf.

The provision of a new enhanced GP surgery

Protecting existing community facilities

Additional and improved accommodation for the elderly
Relocation of the pre-school facility onto its own site
Additional burial space

Additional allotments

Affordable housing — to meet a locally identified need (c.20
units)

Improved sports and recreation facilities

High Speed Broadband

New (replacement) vicarage

Opportunities for new businesses to set up in and around
the village

Resisting the loss of existing business opportunities
Limited amount of new build general housing (c.20 units)
Community orchard

Safeguarding specific parts of the settlement from future
development

Encouraging greater use of appropriate alternative energy
sources

Encouraging greater use of public transport, cycling and
walking

Agree

35
39
27
26
13
15
23

19
42
17
24

21
21
13
28
24

32

Disagree

6
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SUMMARY OF ADDITIONAL COMMENTS MADE

ARE THERE ANY KEY ISSUES THAT YOU THINK WE HAVE MISSED?

More trees should be planted — especially around the school;
Make land available for the existing school to expand;
Link pre-school facility to new school;

Provide sports facility — sports centre; swimming pool; somewhere for
teenagers to hang out;

Make provision for the “arts” —in the form of a performance and
exhibition space - amend objective 5 to make reference to the arts (as
well as sport, recreation and leisure);

More parking facilities;
Church should be converted to multi-faith;

Consider future development on fields to east of Tetbury Road (beyond
crossroads);

More affordable housing should be provided — but limited to occupancy
by local people only —so as to enable second generation villagers to
remain — existing house prices too high.

Provide footpath link between Easton Town up Tetbury Lane at least as
far as the nursery (to make this route safer for pedestrians and residents);

Speeding traffic through the centre of the village.

ARE THERE ANY KEY ISSUES THAT YOU WHOLE-HEARTEDLY DISAGREE WITH?

All of the development sites seemingly being considered are at the back
of the village where access is poor. Consider development potential of
eastern end of village;

The Neighbourhood Plan cannot “encourage the use of public transport”
or “the development of new energy sources”;

The building of additional houses in the village will have a detrimental
effect on the quality of services, roads etc. for existing residents and will
affect current housing values;

Do not build on the Recreation Ground — it is the central hub for so many
families.

ARE THERE ANY OTHER COMMENTS YOU WISH TO MAKE?

The building of only 20 units is not nearly enough. Within a couple of
years we will all be in the same position again;

| would be cautious with regard to objective 8 (alternative energy) — solar
farms are very unsightly; wood fuel produces carbon and the chips are
not very sustainable if they have to be shipped from elsewhere; ground
and air source pumps need electricity to run them. Suggest new
development is built to achieve a high level in the code for sustainable
homes (e.g. passive standard) — which is a better way of reducing carbon.




WO r‘kShOp FeedbaCk C- land to rear of new school (north-west)

e Support new GP surgery proposal — which could go on vicarage site with

1. A summary of the individual group feedback is given below: additional parking on recreation ground (to serve both the surgery and
wider need);
GROUP ONE:
e Provide land to allow for future expansion of school with Busy Hands next
e Support level of development of between 60 and 80 housing units over door;
plan period;

e Expand and enhance existing sports field;
e Vicarage site to be used for new vicarage plus sheltered housing — to
replace existing units at Anthony’s Close — which could then be used for

GP surgery/pharmacy with further sheltered housing above; e Support Superfast Broadband provision;

e Support construction of new vicarage;

* Existing surgery to be used for offices when vacated; e Support balanced local employment on one of development sites.

e Relocate sports facilities from existing football field closer to the new GROUP 3:
school — and redevelop football field for housing;
e Support level of development of about 80 housing units over plan period

e Require developer of football field to link that site into mains gas supply _ particularly for elderly and affordable markets;

(located short distance to north) —and open up supply to rest of village;

e Any new build houses must be in character with AONB/Conservation
quality of area and have sufficient off street parking, be sustainable
(utilising for example solar tiles);

e Funds from redevelopment of football field could be used to construct
new sports facilities etc. (including sports centre; changing rooms; and
parking);

) e Three locations considered as having development potential:
e Consider whether North End Gardens could be redeveloped at some

future date to provide additional housing. A — Easton Town — preferred (but N.B. Not available)
GROUP 2: B - rear new School — second preference
e Support level of development of about 80 housing units over plan period C — Tetbury Road — third preference
— with mix of housing to meet needs of elderly, young and general
housing market; e Consider recreation ground could be better used (a proper “village

green”). Suggest possibility of allowing some development alongside

e Three locations considered as having development potential: boundary with vicarage overlooking the green);

A - land between Tetbury Lane and Sandpits Lane (north-east) e Support provision of additional space to allow school to expand and

improve facilities;

B — land at north end of Tetbury Lane (north)




Sports field to be retained and enhanced;

More allotments — suggest either on land adjoining football field or north
of Sandpits Lane.

Group 4:

Support level of development of between 60 and 80 housing units over
plan period;

Preferred location for additional development to rear of new school —
allowing room for school to expand and pre-school facility to be
introduced next door. Separate access via Butlers Close giving access to
new GP Surgery and housing site.

Retain existing areas of open space — including recreation ground,
football pitch, allotments, and village hall field.

Support expansion of football field onto adjoining land to allow for
improved facilities;

Consider redevelopment of Anthony’s Close — to provide upgraded
accommodation;

Additional housing need for older people;
Stretchline site should be kept in employment use.

Group 5:

Support level of development between 40 and 60 housing units over plan
period- including mix of affordable housing, general housing and for the
elderly (including sheltered housing);

Preferred location for additional development to rear of new school —
with space for expansion of existing school, new pre-school facility and
GP surgery and associated parking;

All new build development must be of high quality design and
sustainability;

Alternative housing location on north side of Sandpits Lane (opposite
North End Gardens);

Vicarage site — possible alternative location for GP surgery.

Encourage new employment opportunities and retain existing where
possible;

Upgrade sports field — increase size of playing area and provide new
changing rooms and sports building (to meet needs of local teenagers
etc.);

Support provision of High Speed Broadband;
Make better use of Village Hall field;
Protect Recreation Ground from development (green lung);

Support provision of more allotments — Sandpits Lane?

Encourage improved public transport.

10




Next steps

The workshop outputs documented in this report will help inform the policies and
proposals to be produced for the Sherston Neighbourhood Plan. Further
consultation will also take place with the community as the neighbourhood plan

develops.
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Appendix A - Workshop attendees

ATTENDANCE SHEET

oL ML | M | R
T Mackadn, | dee. Tabbe, R | feseeoia.. ..,.u}_':‘:q e
A A "-'r*-_.m--'-"- I af [ ke "l.i_lﬂ- A '-u.tl.- -!-..l-u;_ bt o b e st s Ak
HN'\I‘\—-I"'I"'\-L'-[ | " po L | : a g
ﬂ;f-‘gﬂ!’ 3D rarg St S |

|':-'|l" 'hg-!'._.,- 1:-!_,-.5“ .|E.l-|-.-.:}l'."..¢ LY |,.'|.':...-.A:§\:. ..;_'HW“_H-_”IT:'_J‘L;WIN_*‘::?

E"":" Li—l-l, e ,E'I"‘I"d-ﬂ\.-q.!'-;-v- ‘I'iIT“"\-
'9'«--.-1‘-&--._.'?“{-1 | Bowrben Moas S Gastan

-"ﬁﬁ-'\-l qt ;'l"rrd,..;_.ﬂl_n_lq_ ! 'f ? Tis _"_.;:...'I'-.;-:
S S

4 s et B P f .
B P [t s s B B blsnssd e

,ﬁ); 1 ﬂ-u'ﬂl-“ha. Bt AoxToers H e | fi%e _;,:r-hn :;r}_ﬁ';'-:.;w:r;

Bloe Johasem | 3 Pestlrs Holl | Of Johnion Bopeediohis
Ot Ly rit. MooPe| Muly CoTThe & e o g S0 B lug!
PiL et G | L4 ,,ﬂﬂxla‘h‘nﬂcr‘hm.ug
T s s Whdocns| o Mancr Elons p R i o

Falied e fifos- |5 MIEE UG _Jijlﬁ':‘if&}m*ﬁ' vk

T -:'_:.A.w:} L% nehis .s.g [l ey 3 quenal, ena
"%;ﬁllr ‘:E' i { ':'F-{r.- & | & e 8 G ke |
Aot ( "%ﬁw ansidl palhody
T "ml. 1.1.,.. | et g tumias yoncts . o k.
fasearr | | Bravases Goaty | fﬁ‘ggsvi’flfﬁ'ﬁ—mc .

STl AU TR | BT (f0de E:..ﬁ# . E@
Eﬂlﬂtﬂ T “tn...,_:,g,;-r_bu_ ,,q_j_,. Warng e

|tm S S CER T

a‘lim-lr. L.-I:.U‘JT "'f".!aa' A Cﬂm—-l!' Mﬁ#ﬁpn{ﬂ; ge vk

par , Lo L%

o e bl ol e

J{’ o :
h‘-’\-..lﬂ.,n.l' é.-ﬁ{

\,-E'ﬂ\uh{.iﬂf
A gy FRELASE,
Fal G,
aane fo-ms
Jowgy Homies
Citpama AL
g"‘l,:. c'l.'\-.'-..a...; 3
A, I‘Q-I:Imen
Eu-'. ot s e e
¢ bglaldn balieins,
.u::"m:..:. I’ﬂ .::-:-d.f
.J'I.. | e e J{n
B an fen b
.-'%w > LY
[
Lﬁmu{n.-u oy b AT

L2 Sera e
2 Alitre

Ll

T

LATdHS 3ONVANALLY

:;_-. ﬁ?lwg fim:r
|13 LO b

B T TAaT AL

| e B vkt

| Logarls Clese {'u-}

sk Cadler Tearm fhaa jlon

|28 sprts  Eoesd

% beibbee, Tl

15 Thi Trhatoes
Wi OB Mg i

D T, e i

1 I""I--c { € '\.‘lh A

g TS
7, Mgl Steeat
| =, Hial Thyea 4
I ml B

v .r"i"-.ﬁ-wr.r. (-

| Fem Etvsiee Tued,
Bews pmpa L T -B A Lg a8 |

Bl Too

_.l:' Mgl aid Sy =
| 2o Fedad Jown

" -

126 Ieaind o

fFratiegind |

mew ol

kb..:}'-.t S untaingt
Egi

*W-IH»., b L-.l-.,.J:ml
-ﬂ J":I'E"""""“"i' I_n--q.
 Aduas A e com

-jl'a;m"!."‘:'uJ"l'.r'l R, - L

LT '.h!'q'l':- khnttanal

el
Cp i e TR T
o s A= Velu gl cups

:-'J datd o bit v g,

| ﬂm‘\-.rr.n._El m-.hd-'i.mk:,
LY AT W D h-.::::,
d:-ﬁ"ﬂ&fﬁcﬁrﬁtﬂ# n;.».d._“
‘jﬁﬁféf}-‘“rw sily fo iol
,;;&;.{q;fm-"mﬁw e
.&ll"ﬂ-d.-u!l’u&@ .'I:“-

T R

12




ATTENDANCE SHEET

TR M
A gtt o ek i el
} e
i 1 = g P
] a
'!'"":"'-"1-\- |

wleah Cdels

M i

0 SAgTosd Cleand
.

Crwwle]

Iy BeiTees “Tordrd

| 23 el R,

T L LR T P Y PP o 7

Tee L Etra
'ﬂ-uh"}“«_m_ fme
Sulian Meods
Marfwmpt o f
D Woatl
(ot on oo
Qocke + Gk

-

Eh I::'ul-.. .
l.-'. PP L 1L 3
Fute £rdud ol
?'."hl'ﬁ. ] l.'i-""---
s
Foke f'f--fuﬂ.
The e, 4

%.?M ‘1: I.;illutlh'-'-c s
s <4

Pl Plagioie ©
[ = P

| DG S P

[ g ey Nedae ot gy vie_n il oyl o]
i

1 |

lo & At Lt
XA
_'."‘1 l-b\‘l B
|l e e

3t Shuer Bt

1 CJ# K

by Sommdbih, Lo

Lathie bl udonen!
27 . T

Peadtge il bure A
5 -

il

I o o Lo T T
Cfeted, Tenuay (] epmch ool @b
ke Wl s

Sesltfres 1

i

[T L

-

| )
[ L‘l.g...l:_a-':.-.--.r,.lzlr. gt B

Fletvap phan-
o Tdvda L2 ool (s
LhEd J'--l'lh."ll'u-.:ll..q.f-'_ur E.I-'Il‘:.JI!'i'q'IIH“

b P2 il O L ¥ "rat..q_,l..-\,_l'._u-\.-i
€, TR - Erel

| Tulan. 1ot @ kbl ol

| e it e

iy T nmﬂ'ﬁ?f?u.--’ v
a,mkwm-?ﬁie i e . fon

.ju-.ll- p'fr..lhrﬂ.*ﬁ-wlni sohevet
_.g._ﬂ_wmm_‘-'.uemﬁum-r_u wni
foler i (& bk, by

1 BEgestal y

e

R A TR

13




Appendix B - Display panels

WHY DO WE NEED A
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN?

Following the recent Localism legislation all communities are
encouraged to draw up a Neighbourhood Plan which will shape
our future over the next 20 years.

At the suggestion of Wiltshire Council we, as a Parish, applied
to be part of the national pilot scheme —a “FRONT RUNNER”
and were accepted.

Having sought the views of many groups in Sherston we are
preparing a Plan which for the next 20 years will seek to:-

* protect what we like in the Parish;
* enhance existing facilities that we have and want to keep;
+ identify new facilities that we would like;

* propose a limited amount of housing in accordance with
local needs over the life of the plan;

* Set guidelines so new buildings must respect Sherston’s
character

* protect the Parish from future unsolicited planning
applications for large scale residential, industrial or other
development.

If the plan is adopted after an independent inspection and a local
referendum (of all residents of voting age) it must be recognised and
adopted by the Local Planning Authority, Wiltshire Council as the
basis for determining future planning applications in the Parish.

This is our chance to shape and safeguard the future of
Sherston Parish as we want it.

WHAT YOU HAVE SAID SO FAR

Following a series of public meetings, workshops and discussions both
within and through the Steering Group the following key issues/aspirations

have so far been identified (in no particular order):
AGREE DISAGREE

* The provision of a new enhanced GP surgery

* Protecting existing community facilities

+ Additional and impmved accommodation for the e.!delfy

* Relocation of the pre-school facility onto its own site

+ Additional burial space

+ Additional allotments

+ Affordable housing — to meet a locally identified need (c.20 units)

p d sports and ion facilities

* High Speed Broadband

*  New (replacement) vicarage

* Opportunities for new businesses ta set up in and around the village

* Resisting the loss ofe}dsting business opportunities

* Limited amount of new build general housing (c.20 units)
+ Community orchard

. Safeguarding SPBCi.ﬁC Pa.ﬂl‘i Df d‘le setdement Fﬂlm FlJl'LIIE dE’\'ElDPITleI'll

* Encouraging greater use of appropriate alternative €energy sources

* Encouraging greater use of public transport, cycling and walking

ARE THERE ANY KEY ISSUES THAT YOU THINK WE HAVE MISSED?
(If so — please make a comment and put in the ballot box)

ARE THERE ANY KEY ISSUES THAT YOU WHOLE-HEARTEDLY
DISAGREE WITH:?
(If so — please make a comment and put in the ballot box).

DO YOU SUPPORT ANY OR ALL OF THE ITEMS ON THIS LIST?
(Add a sticker if you do)
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WHERE DO YOU LIVE:
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WHERE HAVE WE GOT TO -
OUR OBJECTIVES

The Plan will support the provision of facilities considered important for a vibrant community by:

* Protecting those facilitics already in place;

* Supporting the provision of 2 new enhanced GP surgery;

+ Facilitating the provision of additional facilities for the elderly, pre-school. and young people living within the village.

Objective Z:

The Plan will ensure that all future development in the village:

*  Respects the high quality of the local environment by employing the use of building marerials in sympathy with the Cotswold
AONE;

» L of the highest quality of design — utilising wherever possible traditional styles and proportions;

+ Safepuarding those parts of the sectlement that have been identified as being worthy of protection from development by reason of
their landscape quality, ecological importance or local significance.

Ohbjective 31

The Plan will facilitate opportunitics for new and existing businesses and social enterprise that benefit the community and support

the delivery of advanced fibre connectivity to all parts of the village by

+ Supporting the creation of new business premises in appropriate locations:

* Resisting the change of use of existing business premises to alternative uses (except where there is a clear benefit to the community
from allowing such);

+ Encouraging the approved provider of high speed broadband to install advanced connections to the network throughout the village.

Objective 41

The Plan will provide for a limited amount of housing to meet an identified local need. [t will do this through:

* Allowing small scale development in selecred Jocations — to include houses for sale on the open market, affordable social rented

and shared equity housing, and sheltered elderly persons accommodartion;

Ensuring that all such development includes a mix of house types capable of meeting the identified local need;

Considering the redevelopment of existing brown ficld development opportunitis first;

Supporting the provision of a replacement dwelling for the local vicar.

Objective 5

The Plan will seck to provide for the existing and future leisure, recreational, sporting, community and social needs of the village by:

.

.

.

Ensuring that certain existing important open land and other green spaces within and adjoining the village are recained and/or

enhanced — or that suitable replacement facilities are provided as part of any agreed redevelopment proposals;

Ensuring that sufficient additional areas of open space are created within all new developments;

Hentifying and sccuring a site for the provision of additional burials within the villages

Ensuring that existing sports and leisure facilities are retained and wherever possible enhanced.

Supporting the provision of new build sports, leisure and recreational facilities in and around the village in appropriate locations.

Objective 6

‘The Plan will facilicate measures for managing traffic in and around the village by:

+ Ensuring that sufficient on site parking is provided in all new developments -sufficient to meet current and likely future car
ownership and use;

+ Encouraging measures which lead to a reduction in traffic volumes, movement and speed throughout the village and provide safer
journeys for both pedestrians and motorists alike.

* Encouraging greater use of public transport, cycling and walking.

.

.

.

.

Objective 71

The Plan will encourage the sympathetic management of the countryside surrounding the village so as to retain and/or enhance its

high quality, improve biodiversity and provide other longer term benefits to the local community by:

» Considering the creation of 2 community wood and/or orchard;

+ Uentifying and safiguarding any sites identified in the Iocality that are considesed i he of significant ecological or lindscape quality

Objective &

The Plan will encourage a move towards a low carbon economy which indudes local food production and the generation of

renewable enerpy by:

- W ing and allocating additional land within the plan arca for allotments;

+ Encouraging the introduction of appropriate alternative energy sources (specifically solar, wood fuel, ground and air source hea
systems) for use within existing and all new development within and around the village.

Sherston has always had local employment.
Whilst many still work in the Parish there has
been a significant reduction in businesses in recent
years. This is particularly true of shops which
have halved in number to seven since 1980. The
largest employer, Stretchline Mill, has reduced its
workforce from 100 to 35 within the last five years.
That said there are many small businesses now
operating throughout the Parish, often based in
either converted farm or other buildings (notably
at Pinkney Park where there are now 16 small
businesses) as well as individuals and businesses
working from home.

Until recently commercial premises in the High
Street have generally been converted to residential
use once they fall our of use - the most recent being
the butcher’s shop. The main exception to this
rule being the decision by the Parish Council in
2011, with the backing of the entire communiry,

i
Eal s

to purchase a redundant Victorian School on the
High Street and to convert this into a range of
business units — all of which are now fully let.

The village now has two main shops, including a
thriving Post Office/Stores. It has two pubs. It has
a new and thriving school at the western edge of

the village.

Sherston today has close working and shopping
relationships with Malmesbury and Tetbury, and
good road access to the M4, Swindon or Bristol,
although main roads largely avoid the village itself.
There is a limited bus service and railway service
at Kemble. Most people in the village rely on the

private car as their main means of access.

As part of the Neighbourhood Plan, we have the
opportunity to take stock of Sherston’s story of
change up to now, and to draw lessons from the
past that may help guide us into the future.
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There has been a considerable amount of
development in and around the village over the
last 70 years. We have estimated that there have
probably been about 250 or more houses built over
this time period — at least 80 of these in the last 15
years. [t is interesting to note that the population of
the village is still today lower than it was in the mid
1800s — see population graph below. Agricultural
change meant that rural sertlements declined for

Popalation  ‘aar
9

many years. Over the last 70yrs increased personal
mobility has allowed more people to commute for
employment or retire to the country. Sherston
today is attractive to local people who want to
stay, and also to others wanting to move into an
established rural community on a permanent or
occasional basis.  Our local population is skewed
toward more older and less younger people than
the national average.

Sherston Population
1801 - 2011
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The Parish of Sherston covers an area
of approximately 1712 hectares and has
a population of abour 1500 persons. In
additon w the village itself, the parish
contains two smaller hamlets — Willesley
and Pinkney — together with a large
amount of agricultural land.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF SHERSTON

The village isan ancient settlement, first mentioned
by Ethelred Ealdorman of Mercia in the 9th
Century. It is considered to be one of the oldest
boroughs in the country.

Sherston is a classic example of a small compact
purpose-built market town. The informal layout
of the village preserves to a large extent the form of
the original borough, centred round its wide High
Street which once served as a market place. The
distinctive character of Sherston owes much to this
historic layout and to the predominant use of local

stone. There are a number of significant buildings,
including some of 3 storeys and civic buildings
reflecting the relative wealth and significance of
Sherston in the past. The village has expanded
considerablyinrecentyearswithsignificant‘modern”
phases of development taking place just afier the
war, in the 1970s and again in the early 2000s (see
map below). These developments have added more
suburban street layouts around the historic centre,
with varying degrees of consideration given to the
essence of Sherston’s character.
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Sherston General Constraints

WHERE DO WE GO
FROM HERE?

1. We will distil and evaluate the views expressed today.

2. Your views may strengthen, modify or even delete
existing Neighbourhood Plan objectives or lead us to
develop new ones.

3. We will draft a plan including policies and proposals

to achieve these objectives.

4. We will put the Draft plan to residents via the

Cliffhangcr and at one or more furure public meetings.

5.1he intention being to prepare a Draft Plan which

will go to independent examination and if accepted

hold a Local Referendum. V. B. The Plan can omjf be
adopred if supporred by a majority of those who vore.

B Crown coppright and catabase igts 2012 Ordnance Survey 100048050 e




SHERSTON SETTLEMENT
- FRAMEWORK BOUNDARY
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