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Th e village of Sherston is richer by 169 new trees and 
so are the lives of the youngsters who planted them. 

‘I look forward to coming back and visiting my tree 
and showing it to my children,’ said Daisy Muchmore, 
aged 9.

‘And I look forward to coming back and checking 
that my tree is happy,’ said Kira Witt, also 9.

As part of a project called A Tree for Life, the Earth 
Restoration Trust gave Sherston School enough 
young trees for each of its 169 pupils to plant one of 
their own in their new allotment area.

Organised by staff  and the school’s environment 
area group the children, helped by staff  and parents, 
spent four days labelling a tree with their name, age 
and class and planting it. 

‘In the process, they learned a little about their tree, 
some of its needs and what it will look like when fully 
grown,’ said head teacher Nick Bowditch.

When the trees are big enough, the children will 
replant them, some within the school grounds and 
others within the village and in Grove Wood. 

In the meantime and after replanting, watching 
their trees grow will be part of curriculum work.

‘I really enjoyed learning about my tree when I 
planted it,’ said Alex Cooper, 8.

‘I had a fl ower press for Christmas. I’m looking 
forward to fi nding some elderfl owers, like my tree 
when it is bigger, to press,’ said Katherine Moyse, also 
aged 8.
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Nine-year-old Sophia Fearnely added: 
‘I liked planting it because it is like the 
birth of my tree.’

And Esme Palmer, 10, said: ‘I’m 
looking forward to seeing all my friends 
when I come back from secondary 
school to see my tree and replant it.’ 

‘I’m looking forward to seeing how 
my tree has grown in 10 years time,’ 
said Ellie Winterbourne, aged 10.

Most classes have their own separate 
variety including ash, oak, hazel, wild 
cherry and crab apple.

‘All the children know, and will 
be encouraged, to care for and look 
after their tree as it grows and as 
they themselves grow up,’ said Mr 
Bowditch.

‘Th ey will be able to show their tree 
to their own children and recount the 

day and the class they were in when they planted a 
small sapling no higher than 50cm.’

As part of the same sponsorship, the youngsters 
enjoyed a puppet theatre production of Th e Man 
Who Planted Trees in the autumn.

Th e parish council is asking for an increase of less 
than £1 a year from the average council tax payer.

Sherston councillors recently decided they needed 
a budget of £22,400 for the next fi nancial year - an 
increase of £1,000 on last year.

‘After taking into account a small rise in the number 
of properties in the parish, this will equate to a three 
per cent rise,’ said parish council chairman John 
Matthews.

‘For a band D council tax payer, this means an extra 
payment for the parish of less than £1 for the year. ‘

Full details will be made available to council 
taxpayers in late March when they receive their total 
tax bills from the new unitary authority.

Th e precept, as the charge is known, is used to 
maintain and improve parish assets, including the 
recreation ground and sports fi eld, as well as for the 
cost of administration.

Audited accounts for the last fi nancial year are 
available from the clerk Mrs Sarah Wood on 840351 
or can be downloaded from www.sherston.org.uk      

Parish council tax set

School project benefi ts us all



Next parish council meeting
Th is will be on Th ursday 12 March at 7.30pm in 

the village hall. All are welcome to attend and there 
are opportunities for you to raise questions and pass 
comments. If you cannot make the meeting but have 
something to raise, please contact our clerk Mrs Sarah 
Wood on 01666 840351 or email clerk@sherston.
org.uk. You can also contact the parish council via 
the response form on our website  www.sherston.org.
uk where minutes of meetings can be read. 
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Copy deadline: 10th of the previous month.
Send to editorial@sherstoncliff hanger.co.uk or 
hard copy to Sherston Post Offi  ce Stores.

Th e size and content of the Cliff hanger depends 
entirely on the amount of copy we receive from 
individuals and groups.  So, if you feel you have 
something of interest, please don’t hesitate to tell us.

Top tip: if you’re telling us of an event coming up, 
write a short piece about it rather than just supply 
basic details or a poster. You will then get a short article 
published to help boost interest as well as a mention 
in our What’s On section.  Don’t forget to tell us how 
your event went, with a photo if possible.

To advertise, email 
advertising@sherstoncliff hanger.co.uk or 
telephone 01666 841201 / 841197.
Advertising rates:
for 12 months: 
1/4 page £200; 1/8 page £100; and 1/16 page £50  
for one month: 
1/4 page £80; 1/8 page £40; and 1/16 page £20
Inserted leafl et drop £50 

Please remember the Cliff hanger is delivered free 
to every home and business in the parish – more 
than 750 copies.  Th is and all previous editions are 
also  available online at www.sherston.org.uk

‘

Th is month we have a change in our distribution.
We have two new distributors: Tony Towle will cover 

the Tartars and Julia and Dairsie Latimer will cover 
Saxon Close, Butlers Close and Knockdown Road.

Th ese two areas were previously covered by Pamela 
Andrews and Laurance Price who used to deliver the 
old newsletter as well. 

We would like to thank Pamela and Laurance for 
all the help they gave us and to thank Tony,  Julia and 
Dairsie for taking over from them.

Will present distributors please let us know of any dates 
they cannot deliver ie holidays or other commitments?

And if anybody is unwell, extra busy or fi nds it 
inconvenient in a particular month please contact 
Beryl Clampton on 841201, 07850623517 or  
beryl@clampton.com.  We have people who will step 
in in an emergency and it is essential that your help 
does not become a burden to you. Without help from 
our distributors, Cliff hanger could not survive.

Distribution

Th e next meeting will take place on Wednesday 4 
March at 7.30pm in the village hall.  All are welcome 
to attend. At the meeting it is hoped to make further 
progress with the intended publication of a new walks 
booklet for the parish.

Graffi  ti
Following the damage to other areas of the village 

earlier in the month, the skateboard park at the sports 
fi eld was also vandalised in January.  Information 
about who is responsible should be passed to the 
police by telephoning 0845 408 7000.

Footpath Group New bins and boards
Th e parish has been given grants for a notice board 

and litter bins. 
North Wiltshire District Council gave £344 

towards a new High Street notice board and £528 
for litter bins at the sports fi eld.

Th e grants were awarded at the January meeting 
of the district council’s Malmesbury area committee 
and follow a number of grants not only to the parish 
council but also to Sherston voluntary groups for a 
range of local projects. 

Recently, the Scout hut, village hall, arts festival 
and tennis club have all benefi ted.  And the cricket 
club and youth craft group were also awarded grants 
at the January meeting. 

On 31 March, the area committee will disappear 
along with NWDC.  Wiltshire Council, the new 
unitary authority, will replace the committee with 
an area  board for Malmesbury and the villages.   Th e 
area board will continue to support the community 
with a similar grant scheme although the exact 
details are not yet to hand.



It was the time of year that many sensible and 
responsible children dread.

With offices throughout the region closed for bad 
weather, Sherston’s excited parents ransacked their 
lofts and garages in search of sledges that hadn’t seen 
the light of day for more than a decade.

Suitably equipped and under the careful supervision 
of their children, the grown-ups headed in record 
numbers for the field opposite The Cliff, which had 
been magically transformed by the wintry weather 
into an Alpine-style piste. 

Some of those without toboggans or body-boards 
hastily cobbled together contraptions using carpet 
runners and fruit boxes, while others arrived with bin-
liners, cattle-feed bags or anything else that looked 
sufficiently robust and aerodynamic.

‘My daddy’s so excited,’ one child remarked, ‘He’s 
skiing down The Cliff in our washing-up bowl.’

Children watched anxiously as their parents hurtled 
down the hill towards the icy stream at the bottom of 
the valley.

‘If they’re not careful, one of those grown-ups is 
going to end up in that river,’ said one concerned four-
year-old. A trio of sisters in neat ski-suits, meanwhile, 
looked on nervously as their mother – nose pressed 
against a body-board - ignored all pleas to moderate 
her speed and raced at an ever-more furious pace 
towards the bottom of the slope and the barbed-wire 
fence just beyond.

Some of the parents, however, simply didn’t know 
when to stop, making Saturday an especially trying 
day for children like the Hulmes. Darkness had fallen 
and all the other grown-ups had long since gone 
home for high tea when their mother was heard to 
ask, ‘Please, oh please can we stay for just one more 
ride?’

Later that evening, one Sherston six-year-old peered 
apprehensively into the sky as a fresh shower of snow 
began to fall. ‘It’s nice to see the grown-ups having 
such fun,’ she sighed, philosophically. ‘But I think 
it’ll be a relief when mummy can go back to work.’

(more snow pics page 10)

Sherston grown-ups in late-night sledging shock
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The following is an extract from George Stephens’ A 
Jaunt Through the Years describing how the mail used 
to be delivered before the war and the consequence of 
wintry weather on the postman. George Stephens still 
lives in the house in which he was born in Sherston.

The mail was brought to Sherston from Malmesbury 
by pony and trap. The postman’s name was Tommy 
Clifford. After delivering the mail, he would spend 
the rest of the day in a dugout or cave, which was 
cut into the side of Tanners Hill between the steps 
and Sainsbury’s Cottage. Here Tommy would weave 
baskets and cradles, using withy sticks he had cut 
from Fairlawn. There are still some growing near 
to the bridge today. Late in the afternoon, Tommy 
made his way back to the post office to collect the 
outgoing mail, then he returned to Malmesbury. 
A postman later took over from Tommy; his name 
was Harry Gumm.  It was not uncommon in the 
winter time, which many people say was much 
more severe than now, for Harry to become stuck in 
the snowdrifts, having to wait until help came along 
to dig his pony and trap out of the snow. It usually 
occurred halfway to Twatley, between Easton Grey 
and Malmesbury.  Even today when we get heavy 
snow, which is now very rare, this is still the worst 
local stretch of road to encounter.

By Gumm, it’s cold

pic: Harry Gumm, 
postman in the 1920s.
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Th e following is an 
extract from Th e 
Telegraph obituary of 
former Bustlers Hill 
resident Courtney 
Anderson who died in 
December aged 92.

Rear admiral Courtney Anderson began a 
distinguished operational career as a motor torpedo 
boat captain in the 10th MTB fl otilla, a collection 
of obsolete craft that broke down so often it was 
nicknamed Th e Wobbly Tenth.

He was fi rst asked to return home three Belgian 
ministers, who had been in London for talks, and bring 
King Leopold III to England in 1940. Anderson’s MTB 
67 duly arrived to cries that there were Germans all 
around and the ministers had to wade ashore. When 
the king saw that it did not have either a cabin or a chart 
table, he declined to come aboard. Th e boat went on 
to Dunkirk to collect Lord Gort, commander of the 
British Expeditionary Force, who told Anderson to go 
away and not to trouble him again. So Anderson joined 
the small craft which were evacuating troops from the 
beaches.

While in Cyprus with two boats, Anderson 
found himself also commanding two Swordfi sh 
torpedo bombers and a commandeered bus, which 
represented the sole force waiting for the Germans. 
When the fl otilla was diverted to Syrian waters, one 
of his Swordfi sh sank the Vichy destroyer Chevalier 
Paul. On being sent next to the North African coast, 
it escorted ships carrying stores to Tobruk until the 
last of the seven MTBs were sunk in December 1941. 
Two of Anderson’s commanding offi  cers and many 
of his men had been killed and seven out of the 12 
landing ships he was escorting had been lost.

Anderson’s 18 months in command had been a 
triumph of improvisation, with no properly organised 
base, no certainty of spares or repair facilities and no 
reliable source of adequate fuel. But he never lost 
his verve. On discovering that the canal pilots had 
an unoffi  cial competition to race through the Suez 
Canal he took his new boat, MTB 261, through at 
47 knots, completing the journey in two hours and 
18 minutes, a record thought to stand to this day.

Charles Courtney Anderson was born in Ireland on 
November 8 1916, joined the Navy in the Exmouth 
term of 1930, did his training in cruisers and served 
in the battle cruiser Repulse during the Spanish Civil 
War. In early 1939 he volunteered for coastal forces.

After his return from the Mediterranean in 1943, 
Anderson served in the anti-submarine sloops Stork 
and Scarborough, before being given command of 
the venerable destroyer Wivern, in which he earned 
a mention in despatches for his courage, skill and 
devotion to duty during the sinking of the German 
submarine U-714 off  the Firth of Forth in March 

Rear admiral Courtney Anderson

House&GardenMaintenance
Grass/hedgecutting

Clearancework
AnyJobConsidered

also
TopqualityLogs

Deliveredtoyourdoor
Contact

MartinWardorAndyWalden
07810136778

Busy Hands pre-school thanks everyone who 
supported its annual quiz night and raised a record 
£1,522.  

Th e event was hotly contested between 25 teams 
and was eventually won by the Blankety Blankers 
Helen McLeish, Caty Tappin, Natalie Irving and 
Laura Gould.

Busy Hands is also grateful to the following 
businesses for their donations to the raffl  e and 
auction:

Apples and Pears  •  Bath Rugby Club
Coco Bay designer swimwear
Codrington Brewery  •  Colour Me Beautiful
Cotswold Wildlife Park
Gloucester Rugby Club  •  Grays of Sherston
Lucy Tom  •  Nuffi  eld Health
Ospreys Rugby Club  •  Pampered Chef
Playspace Bristol   •  Real Boar Company Salami
Shear Class  •  Sherston Wine Shop  •  TH White
Th e Rattlebone Inn   •  Th e Vine Tree at Norton
Tracklements   •   Tucks of Sherston
Usborne Books   •   Westonbirt Arboretum
Whatley Manor Aquarius Spa
Duchy Home Farm   •  Clobber
Sherston Post Offi  ce Stores

‘Th ank you and see you again next year,’ said the 
pre-school’s Annie Llewellen Palmer.

Busy Hands’ quiz night

1945. Th e following year he 
commanded Loch Killisport 
during the liberation of the 
Dutch East Indies, rescuing 
interned European women and 
children.

He published numerous articles and short stories as 
well as a lively autobiography, Seagulls in My Belfry 
in 1997. He was appointed CB in 1971.

He married, in 1941, Pamela Ruth Miles, who 
survives him with their three sons. 
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Get your head round 
the new council

Allotment-holders and gardeners have started a new 
organisation.

More than 30 allotment-holders, gardeners and 
interested people decided unanimously to form 
Sherston Allotments and Gardens Association when 
they met in the village hall in January.

‘Th e association was born out of a threat to the 
future of the Green Lane allotments,’ said new vice 
chairman Richard Maslen.

‘Th is was caused by a proposal to sell the land to 
help fi nance the Old School Project.  It provoked 
a strong reaction from plot holders, gardeners and 
villagers in general.’

Th ose attending the inaugural meeting heard that, 
although the immediate threat had diminished, there 
was always a need for vigilance.

Th e association says its aims are representational, 
educational, social and recreational. 

Its members elected a committee to make 
recommendations on a constitution and other initial 
issues before prospective members are circulated 
again. 

Th e intention is to work closely with, and support, 
the parish council which leases the allotments from 
Wiltshire County Council. 

Th e waiting list for allotments will also be 
discussed.

Offi  cers: chairman, Sid Young, 21 Manor Close; vice 
chairman, Richard Maslen, 2 Woods Close; secretary, 
Caroline Jenkins, 22 
Cliff  Road; treasurer, 
Val Cushing, 18 Cliff  
Road. Th ese offi  cers have 
authority to co-opt.

       
* One of the association’s fi rst 
offi  cial communications 
resulted from a January 
Cliff hanger article. A 
Sherston resident has an 
unwanted but functional 
compost bin he wishes to 
pass on. Interested parties 
may contact Richard 
Maslen on 840387.

Gardeners up and running

With just weeks to go before it starts, more than 
20 awareness roadshows are on the way to tell people 
about the new Wiltshire Council.

Sherston’s will be in the High Street near the post 
offi  ce on Th ursday 12 March between 3pm and 
7pm.

Wiltshire Council starts life on April 1 with one 
council providing all the county’s services. 

In a bid to save money and cut confusion, the new 
council will replace the district and county councils.

Th ere will be one main telephone number, one 
website and local offi  ces across the county where 
people can get face-to-face help.

In order to ensure everyone is aware of the changes, 
awareness roadshows and exhibitions are visiting 
communities, town and city centres and libraries 
across the county from Tisbury to Trowbridge and 
Wootton Bassett to Westbury.

Th e Wiltshire Council information trailer will 
be in town centres from February 3 for fi ve weeks, 
giving everyone the opportunity to speak to council 
offi  cers, pick up information leafl ets and take part in 
competitions. Th ere will also be staff ed exhibitions in 
libraries.

‘Th e roadshow has already proved popular’, said 
county council project offi  cer Miranda Gilmour.

‘Local Government Minster John Healey visited 
it in Chippenham in December to help launch the 
council’s new look. And a series of four roadshows in 
September attracted more than 1,000 visitors.’

Th e latest roadshows will not only provide 
information about the forthcoming changes in local 
government in Wiltshire but will also enable people 
to fi nd out more about getting involved in their new 
council. 

Ms Gilmour will be on hand to give information 
about becoming part of the Malmesbury Area 
Board.

Th e roadshows are just part of the Wiltshire 
Council awareness campaign. Posters and leafl ets will 
be on display throughout the county and on library 
vans and more information is available through the 
dedicated website at www.onecouncilforwiltshire.
co.uk

‘Th e new council will be more committed than ever 
to getting really involved with our communities,’  said 
Jane Scott, chairman of the body responsible for the 
transition to the new council. 

‘Getting out and about into Wiltshire towns with 
our roadshows and exhibitions is a great opportunity 
for us to let everyone know more about their new 
council, give the opportunity for people to meet 
our staff  and get their queries on the new council 
answered.’

9.15-11.45 everyday 
in the Village Hall
Age 3-5 years

Well-qualifi ed enthusiastic staff
Fun, multi-sensory 

educational environment
Wide range of equipment 
and toys including I.C.T.

Come along for a 
taster session! 

Contact Clare Robinson on 
07766 714544

Registered charity no. 296903
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Clues across:
1. Band with singer Chris Martin (8)
5. Pat and his cat delivers it (4)
7. What aricraft use to fl y in the dark (5)
8. Shiny knick-knack (7)
9. Top class tree in Easton Square (8)
10. French for black (4)
14. Ancient people of South America (4)
15. A small thankyou (2)
16. A large British deciduous tree (3)
17. Egyptian god (2)
19. 5th month (3)
20. French for she (4)
22. Th e Millenium  _ _ _ _ (4)
24. Where the Romans had a wash (4)
25. A fl ower you must remember (6,2,3)

Clues down
1. His arms are to be found in Easton Town (9)
2. An aphid eating beetle (8)
3. Known as the city of love (5) 
4. Charge! (6)
5. Th is play is a lot of fun ‘oh yes it is!’ (9)
6. Dog in Oz (4)
11. Grown-up boy band that pack a punch (4,4)
12. Home of the round table (7)
13. If she were a boy (7)
18. What noise does a spring make? (5)
21. Th e smallest amount of (5)
23.  Associated with fl ying tea-cups? (3)

Cliff hanger Crossword No 5
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10

12 13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20 21

22

23 24

25

Answers to February crossword:
Down: 1. Marshfi eld; 2. Brooking; 3. Ladies; 4. Stag;           
5. Commonwood; 6. Sandpits; 7. Police; 8. Mead;                  

14. Slimbridge; 15. Susan; 17. Educated; 19. Due; 21. 
Saddam; 22. Ginger; 23. Gien; 24. Boom; 25. Eton; 26. Side.

Across: 
9. Air tattoo; 
10. Above; 
11. Smoking; 
12. Muddied; 
13. Fairs; 
14. Sentinels; 
16. Eagle; 
18. Ironsides; 
20. Disturbed; 
22. Green; 2
3. Gaddafi ; 
24. Bungers; 
27. Evade; 
28. Grove Road.
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Sherston musician Dave Shephard is off ering 
another chance to raise money for villagers’ causes 
with a good night out.

In November, his group the Soul Destroyers raised 
more than £900 for local groups and causes.

‘And a whole load of people had a damn good night 
out so we thought we’d do it all again,’ said Dave.

Th is time, entertainment will be provided by Th e 
Rinky Dinks ukulele supergroup.

‘It’s almost impossible to describe the Rinkys,’ 
added Dave. 

‘Th ey fall into that category of ‘you have to see it 
to believe it’.  You haven’t lived till you’ve moshed to 
Black Sabbath hits played on a ukulele in a country 
and western style.’  

Th e event will be on Sat 25 April in the village hall 
and people can use it to raise cash for whatever they 
want.

Th ey can take some tickets without paying up front; 
sell them to their friends; come and have a good time; 
keep half the ticket money; and give the other half to 
Dave to pay for the night. 

Dave advises buying tickets early.
‘As with the Soul Destroyers, the Rinkys have a 

pretty big following and get a lot of radio coverage 
especially from the BBC,’ he said.  ‘So again I’d expect 
this one to sell out pretty soon.’

Contact Dave for tickets and posters. Tickets will 
be £7 each of which £3.50 goes to the buyer’s cause 
and £3.50 to pay for the event.

Th ose wanting to use the event to raise money 
should call Dave on 07860 448438 or email him at 
david.shephard@nokia.com.

He adds: ‘Th ere’s just a chance that Th e Clarksons 
will be supporting. Th is is Sherston’s very own 
supergroup of grumpy old men playing dad.’

To hear the Bristol-based Rinky Dinks’ MySpace 
music profi le go to: http://profi le.myspace.com/
index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewProfi le&friendID=12
2276059

Yes, it’s a ukulele supergroup 
Couples will be swinging and do-si-do’ing in the 

village hall this month.  But, although it is described 
as an adult-only event, the fun will be innocent.

On Friday 27 March, Th e Jellied Reels will be playing 
at the Friends of Sherston School barn dance.

‘Th ey’re an English style ceilidh band with drums and 
electric instruments and are a bit more rocky than the 
average barn dance band,’ said Linda Ross.

‘Th ere will undoubtedly be a certain amount of diddly-
dee type sound for they do have a squeezebox in the 
line-up.  But, as soon as you get familiar with the dance 
moves, they may morph into Blue Suede Shoes or Paint 
It Black and you’ll be do-si-do’ing and swinging your 
partner, or somebody else’s partner, to a rock classic.

‘Th ey may also throw in some soul, rock ‘n’ roll and 
blues numbers for good measure.’   Th e Jellied Reels 
will be joined on stage by Bertie the Giant Jelly Baby, 
complete with an endless supply of jelly babies, and 
Steve the caller. 

Th ere will be a bar and food, which are not included 
in the ticket price.

Tickets at £6 are available from the post offi  ce and 
from FSS members or contact Emma on 840317 or 
emma@bowles.net. 

Swingers’ event

More than 70 teams have already registered for this 
year’s boules tournament.

‘So please get your entries in soon,’ said chairman 
Tony Weedon.

New faces and old volunteered at the fi rst meeting 
of the year, a committee has been formed and plans 
are underway for this year’s event.

Would-be caterers are needed to take over the 
French cafe in the High Street on the Saturday. 

‘Liz Walker and her team have run this cafe for 
the past few years and we’re very grateful,’ said Mr 
Weedon.  ‘But this year Liz wishes to take a break.

‘Th ere will be plenty of advice for any group 
volunteering.’

Interested groups should please contact Tony 
Weedon on 841377.

Boules 2009

AMAZINGSHOESFORHOME,
SCHOOL,PARTYANDPLAY

Why trail the High Street When you can visit Apples and Pairs instead!
Final boot sale now on (from £10!). Also sale on all clothes with up to 75% off!

New and very exciting Spring stock due in March and April.
Please feel free to come and have a browse.

5a Church Street, Sherston, Wiltshire, SN16 0LR
Telephone: 01666 841 346

PAWS FOR 
THOUGHT
PROFESSIONAL 
DOG WALKING 

AND MINDING SERVICE
Experienced in dog training 

and obedience. 
Also fully insured 

and knowledgeable in 
canine fi rst aid.

Please call Sophie 
Francis on 01666 840538 

(Sherston) for more 
information.

Reference available on 
request.

Doyouwanttoknow
YOUR

FAMILYHISTORY
Skeletonsinthecupboard,
convicts,statesmen,rich

man,poorman,
beggarman,thief?

Weallhavethemandthey
arehidingtherewaitingto

befound.
Letmefindthemforyou.

BerylClampton
Callanytime:01666841201
or07850623517
e-mail:beryl@clampton.com



The fundraising group for the elderly, Sherston 
1016, has been given £119.

The money came from Paul and Gail Mather at the 
post office and was raised from the sale of Sherston 
calendars and Christmas cards.

‘Over the year, kind gifts such as this help 
tremendously in meeting the annual cost of our 
senior citizen Christmas vouchers,’ said group 
member Martin Rea.

The annual pancake-eating competition (pictured 
above) took place last month and Mr Rea says plans 
for the 2009 fundraising events are well in hand. 

The increasingly popular book sale returns to the 
village hall on Saturday 4 April from 9am until 
noon. Entry is free and, if you wish to donate books, 
videos, DVDs or CDs, these can be left with Mike 
Tarrant at Grays of Sherston.  All donations are 
greatly appreciated. 

Sherston 1016 hopes to have another sale later in 
the year, probably in September. 

Sherston 1016
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Malmesbury Police have sent parish council details 
of this scheme which is intended to reduce crime 
from doorstep callers, bogus workmen, high pressure 
salespeople, bogus officials and distraction burglary. 
It is now well established that distraction burglaries 
and rogue trading are interlinked – all too often, the 
seemingly innocent doorstep seller is actually checking 
things out for a re-visit to carry out a burglary. 

Whilst this type of criminal behaviour can impact 
on anybody in any place, research shows that older 
people are particularly vulnerable, especially those 
living alone.

A recent survey showed that nationally 96% of 
people simply did not want doorstep cold callers and 
nobody actually welcomed them.      

 A zone is set up in a relatively small area of properties 
and is marked by signs on lamp posts etc similar in 
size to those used for Neighbourhood Watch. Within 
the zone residents are given door stickers stating that 

No cold caller zones

Over the Badminton weekend in May, 1016 
members will be out and about collecting funds 
for Wiltshire Air Ambulance in all the local pubs.  
‘Strangely, we quite enjoy this,’ said Mr Rea. 

Look out also for a sponsored boules marathon at 
the Rattlebone Inn on Saturday 20 June.

On Sunday 12 July, the group will run the annual tug-of- 
war competition for the boules and carnival committee. 

‘Indeed, such are our organisational skills that we 
have been asked by the Ancient Order of Sherston 
Mangold Hurlers (or are they just desperate?) to 
assist with the Hurl in October before we quickly 
move on to the annual fireworks and bonfire party 
in November,’ added Mr Rea.

By then, it will be time for the Christmas raffle 
and vouchers again.

The Sherston 1016 organisers want to correct the 
amount they reported that the Rattlebone Christmas 
raffle raised.  ‘It was £810, not £660,’ said Mr Rea, 
‘The error was our fault not Cliffhanger’s and  at 
least it was on the plus side.

‘Thanks again to Jason Read, Rob Strong and all 
the Rattlebone staff.’

cold callers are not welcome. In addition residents 
are offered advice and support so they have the 
confidence to say ‘NO’ to uninvited sales people and 
to warn rogue traders and cold callers that they are 
not welcome. If cold callers ignore the zone follow up 
procedures can be undertaken by the Police and local 
trading standards officers.   

The scheme has been successful elsewhere in the 
country in reducing doorstep crime and residents 
may have noticed that zones have already recently 
been set up in Tetbury.

Parish council feels that the idea is well worth 
pursuing in Sherston and at this stage is liaising with 
our Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator Eric Thacker.  
It should be noted that there has to be consultation 
with and support from residents before a zone can 
be set up. If you have any comments on the scheme 
or would like to get involved please contact Eric on 
841334 email eric.thacker@yahoo.co.uk    
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People in the Malmesbury area are being asked 
what they want to see in the places where they live, 
work and visit.

Coinciding with the introduction of the new 
Wiltshire Council in April, a community plan is 
being drawn up for the period 2009 to 2013.

Sherston  Parish Council has identifi ed the following 
priorities for inclusion in this  plan:     

• the purchase and conversion by the community 
of the old school for community, commercial and 
retail use 

• the retention and improvement of existing local 
services especially the surgery, post offi  ce and 
village hall and the provision of new services 
where needed

• improvement of local public transport to be 
more ‘consumer led’  in terms of destinations and 
frequency while being as environmentally-friendly 
as possible

• reduction in traffi  c speed and in the number of 
non-local LGVs travelling through the parish 

• improvement and retention of public open spaces 
including rights of way and allotments and     

• the provision, in response to identifi able need 
within the parish, of extra care housing on brown 
fi eld sites. Th ere should be no further signifi cant 
private housing development. 

‘Extra care’ housing is to meet the specialised 
needs of elderly and disabled residents.  Th is type of 
housing was identifi ed as necessary in the last housing 
needs survey.  Th e lack of such housing in Sherston 
is often commented on when the subject of housing 
development is raised in the parish.

Work towards the new plan is being undertaken 
by Malmesbury and the Villages Community  
Partnership. For further details visit www.
malmesburyandthevillages.net

Shaping the future

EXTONGROUP


REMOVALS-SINGLEITEMTOHOUSEMOVES

WASTEDISPOSAL-ITEMS
COLLECTEDATYOURCONVENIENCE

REUSEIT-DONATEYOURUNWANTED
FURNITUREANDHOUSEHOLDGOODSTOBE
RESOLDTOHELPPEOPLEONLOWINCOMES
ORTHOSEWHOJUSTWANTABARGAIN

RECYCLEDLOGS-COMPRESSED
SAWDUSTWASTEANDCHIPPINGS
MADEINTOLOGSFORCOALFIRES,
LOGBURNERS.CANDELIVER

PARTYTIME-BOUNCYCASTLEHIRE
/PREFILLEDLOOT/PARTYBAGS/
LUCKYDIPBOXES/PASSTHEPARCEL

PHONE:01666823098
www.extonsreuseit.com

CARRIERS FARM
BED and BREAKFAST

Luckington Road, Sherston
En-suite double rooms 

English breakfast

Contact Brenda
01666 841445 - 07989355171
info@carriersfarmbandb.com
www.carriersfarmbandb.com

Th e fi re service is off ering free safety advice and 
smoke detectors to people at risk.

Th e Fire Stop project aims to reduce accidental fi res 
and resulting death and injury by getting help and 
advice for the most vulnerable householders.

It is aimed mainly at:
• lone pensioners
• single parent families 
• homes where an occupant has a long term 

limiting illness or a physical or mental impairment. 
Th is includes alcohol and substance dependency. 

• homes with a low income or unemployed adults.
People who think they are at risk, should contact 

the parish clerk Mrs Sarah Wood on 840351 or email  
clerk@sherston.org.uk on a confi dential basis.  She 
will arrange for their details to be forwarded to the 
Wilts Fire and Rescue Service. 

No cost will be involved and applicants will not be 
asked to buy anything. 

If villagers have a relative, friend or neighbour 
whom they believe may benefi t from the project, they 
could mention Fire Stop to them and, if needs be, 
assist them in contacting Mrs Wood.

After referral to the fi re and rescue service, people will be 
contacted by a Wilts FRS community safety technician to 
make an appointment for a home visit .  At this visit, a risk 
assessment will be undertaken, fi re safety advice off ered 
and smoke detectors supplied and fi tted free of charge. 

Free fi re safety advice



10

          editorial@sherstoncliffhanger.co.uk.          01666 841405        Paper copy to Sherston Post Office Stores

Village hall 200+ club
January winners

1st Don Bremner (no.171)  £11 

2nd Michael Gray (no.108)  £10

3rd J.Capps (no.254)  £9

4th Lynn Prior (no.16)  £8

5th Carole Andrews (no.77) £7

6th Mr McNicholl (no.79)  £6

7th Leslie Tarrant (no.27)  £5

Collectors
G.Mason, M.Goulding, J.Gleed, J.Platts, M.Yeend, 
M.Thacker.

Cliffhanger is reaching the parts others can’t.
‘The leaflet in December’s edition which encouraged 

people to join the village hall 200+ club brought a 
tremendous result and increased membership by 
about 30 to more than 270,’  said committee member 
Martin Rea.

The larger membership has resulted in increased 
prize money because the licence for the draw stipulates 
that 50 per cent of the money taken has to be paid 
out in prizes.  

‘We’re very grateful to all who joined for the first 
time and to those who renewed. The income from 
the 200+ club is vital to the well-being of the hall.’

Growing membership means extra work for the 
volunteers running the club and the addition of 
Margaret Thacker to the team of Gwen Mason, Mary 
Goulding, Joyce Gleed, Janet Platts and Margaret 
Yeend is greatly appreciated, added Mr Rea.

The committee also thanks Paul and Gail Mather 
for allowing the post office to be the drop-off point 
for new membership forms.   

Cliffhanger power
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Th e fuel club is proving a great success, says organiser 
Tony Towle.

‘More than 150 households are now benefi ting from 
lower heating oil prices,’ he said.  ‘And the scheme 
has been extended to cover Pinkney, Luckington, 
Sopworth and Alderton.’

If you wish to join the club, you can obtain an 
application form from either Sherston or Luckington 
post offi  ces.

‘But please don’t leave it to the last minute and 
join just before you need to order, as this can cause 
diffi  culties.’ added Tony.

If you have  queries, contact him on 840574.

Sherston Fuel Club
Young mums, dads and teenagers are wanted to 

help make Sherston’s surgery an even better place.
Th ey are sought by a new patient support group 

called Friends of the Tolsey Surgery or FOTTS.
‘We have seven members but would love to have 

a couple of young mums, dads or teenagers in the 
group so that we have a cross section of views,’ said 
chairman John Buckley.

‘We meet once every six weeks in the evening at 
the surgery where the doctors discuss with us any 
issues, surveys or small things we might like to get 
involved in.  It is not a fund raising group unless you 
particularly wish to do it.’

Shortly after FOTTS formed, it hosted a pre-
Christmas coff ee and mince pie morning with mince 
pies, paper plates and cups donated by Paul and Gail 
Mather from Sherston Post Offi  ce Stores.

It has also updated the bookshelves in the downstairs 
waiting area.  Secondhand books are on sale for 
10p, 40p or three for a pound and there are DVDs 
and videos for 50p. Money raised will go towards 
equipment for the surgery. 

‘But we can’t do it without you,’ said Mr Buckley. 
‘We need your donations of books and DVDs in 

reasonable condition.  Please drop them in at the 
surgery or at 23 Manor Close.’

All group members are happy to hear from those 
with views about the surgery, in confi dence if they 
request it.

John Buckley can be contacted on 07778 470348 
and Barbara Gale on 077677 94945.  Other members 
are Eric Th acker, Vicky and Hilary Johnson, Diana 
Atkinson and Jane Buckley.

FOTTS’s  next meeting is on Tuesday 3 March at 
6.45pm.   

Be a friend to your surgery

Village poet revealed
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Open Monday to Friday 7.00 –

6.00
Saturday 8.00 – 1.00

Tel: 01666 840202 / 841021
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Open Monday to Friday 7.00 – 6.00
Saturday 8.00 – 1.00

Tel: 01666 840202 / 841021     

Th e tooth will out
About a fortnight ago two workmen were having 

coff ee in the church.  One of them had a temporary 
tooth which he put on the plate while he ate his 
biscuit.  He forgot to retrieve it and wonders if 
anybody who went into the church found it.

Th e stopped church clock inspired Cliff hanger 
editorial team member Frank Hatt to break into 
rhyme.  

He remembered the lines from Rupert Brooke’s 
Grantchester:

‘Stands the church clock at ten to three?
And is there honey still for tea?’

and updated them to:
‘Stands the church clock at about eleven
And is there clotted cream from Devon?’

No sooner had he done this, however, 
than the clock re-started.
Not to be outdone, Frank responded with:

‘Pour the wine and carve the chicken,
Celebrate! Th e clock is tickin’.
Once more Sherston’s clock will chime
And everyone shall know the time.
So no excuse for being late
For work or school or that hot date.
No longer stuck around eleven,
Sherston moves on, God’s in his heaven.’

Dorothy House hospice
A charity skittles evening has proved so successful it 

will become a fi xture in the calendar.
Th e Malmesbury suppporters group of Dorothy 

House hospice raised £200 at its skittles event in the 
Red Bull in January.

‘It was so successful we’re to make it a regular event,’ 
said group member Beryl Clampton.

Th e next group meeting  will be on 22 March at 23 
Th e Street, Lea.  

Anybody who would like to come to the meeting 
or off er help should contact Mary Humpherson on 
822701 or Beryl Clampton on 841201. 



Led by qualifi ed walling instructors, these two-day 
drystone walling courses are designed for beginners 
wanting to get a taste of walling and improvers 
wishing to hone their skills. 

Th e beginners’ course covers the following: 
dismantling walls, stone sorting, laying foundations, 
the batter, laying courses, throughstones and laying 
of copestones, the importance of drystone walling 
in the Cotswolds, equipment, sources for stone and 
health and safety from a drystone walling perspective. 
Th e cost is £80. 

9 & 10 May Tetbury 

23 & 24 May Tetbury 

13 & 14 June Lansdown  

11 & 12 July Lansdown 

Call 01451 862000 for availability and more 
information or visit  www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk

Drystone walling courses
Committee member Martin Rea reports a recent fl urry 

of bookings for the hall particularly for weekends. 
‘Indeed, all October weekends are just about full 

already,’ he said.  ‘So, if people are planning parties 
or other occasions, please ask about availability and 
booking as soon as possible.’

Mr Rea added that Saturday or Sunday afternoons 
are often available for those thinking of holding 
children’s parties.

‘It’s well suited for these with plenty of room to run 
around and none of your furniture to damage,’ he 
said. For details of availability and charges contact Gail 
Hayman on 840068 or gail.hayman@btinternet.com

Village hall
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Th e people of Sherston and Hullavington will this 
month start exploring nothing less than the meaning 
of life.

Th is is the purpose of the Alpha course which, say 
organisers Henny Metters and Di Hamblin: ‘has 
given millions of people worldwide the opportunity 
to explore, question and discuss what the Christian 
faith is really all about and whether or not they 
believe it.’ 

‘What am I doing here?’ and ‘Is this it?’ could be 
among the questions posed on Wednesday evenings in 
Sherston and Tuesday lunchtimes in Hullavington.

Sherston’s fi rst meeting begins with supper at 7pm 
in Sherston School on Wednesday 4 March.

Hullavington kicks off  with lunch at noon in Th e 
Star pub on Tuesday 3 March.

To book a place or get more information, call 
Henny Metters 01666 837778 or Di Hamblin on 
01666 837354 or see Mary Clements.

The meaning of life
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Open 7 days 9am – 6pm
Mon – Sat

& 10am – 5pm on Sundays�

������� ����� �������

Home produced Pork, Lamb, Beef & Goat
���� ���� �������� � �������

����� ���� ����� �������
All available daily from our Butchery

Locally made Preserves, Chutneys &
Pickles

�������� ������ ������� ���� � �����
Local Cheeses & Home Cooked Meats

��������� ����� �� ����� ��� �����
Locally Grown Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

�������� ����� � ����
and many more local ingredients …..

1 egaP  80:51  80/2/62  87546

TheCarpentersArms
Delicioushomemadecountryclassics

Openforlunch12.00noon-3.00pm
andsupper6.30pm-9.30pmMonday-Saturday

SundayRoast12.00am-4.00pm

Beautifulgardenandchildren’splayarea.
Warmandwelcomeatmosphere.

Children’smenuwithhealthyoptions.
LocalRealAles.

Bestqualitymeatfromlocalsuppliers.
Puddingsmadeinhousebyourpastrychef.

Privatefunctionscateredfor.
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I Easton Town (Forlorn) John Hillier 841424 CY224
2 Tetbury Road Chris Bowyer 840478 CY108
3 Easton Town (E) Nick Mitchell 840637  CY80
4 Easton Town (W) & the Bartons Joyce Gleed 840744 CY244
5 Easton Square John Sparrow 840137 CY81
6 The Tarters (1-21, 36-38) Michael Poole 840148 CY150
7 The Tarters (22-35) Janet Platts 840820 CY223
8 The Tarters (39-56) Sue McKecknie 840601 CY221
9 Woods Close/Carpenters Close Phil Andrews 840941  CY227
10 Anthony Close John Campbell 840914  CY36
I I Church Street Roger & Gill Ashley 840993 CY222
12 Gaston Lane (upper) Margaret Evett 840019 CY105
13 Gaston Lane (lower) Debbie Hattrick 840447 CY104
14 Bustlers Hill/Tanners Hill Kevin & Beryl Clampton 841201 CY146
15 Thompsons Hill/Alderton Road David Hibbard 840213 CY229
16 Noble Street Ray and Annabel Clifton 840592  CY106
17 Grove Road Edward Thompson 840320 CY231
18 High Street Dave Thorpe 841375 CY119
19 Brook Hill Victor Vagg 840562 CY98
20 Silver Street Penny Ager 840530 CY232
21 Cliff Road Val Ward 841169 CY147
22 Court Street Emma Green 840341 CY121
23 Knockdown Road Lisa Neal 840814 CY234
24 North End Gardens Ivor Nettles 841082  CY82 
25 Manor Close (1-21, 42) Richard Langley 840112  CY148
26 Manor Close (22-41) James & Helen Quirke 840516 CY236
27 Green Lane Jane Thomas 840982 CY225
28 Sandpits Lane Tony and Shirley Wood 840558 CY237
29 Sopworth Road Trevor Moody 840267 CY226
30 Saxon Close/Butlers Close Brian Broom 840868  CY238
31 Willesley Derek & Sally Stratton 880296 CY239
32 Pinkney Sheila Cutcher 840067 CY204
33 Pinkney Park Anthony Milsom 840772 CY241
34 Carriers Close Matthew Nichols 840633  EY16730
35 Strongs Close Chris Weedon 841377 CY243

Living in a Neighbourhood Watch area can save 
householders money.

Many insurers allow a discount of around five per 
cent on buildings and contents insurance in these 
areas.

Generally, companies will accept their customers’ 
word but some may want to know the police authority 
or scheme registration number.

Sherston is in the North Wiltshire division of 
Wiltshire Constabulary and the registration number 
of each scheme is listed below.

Could all village residents who have an e-mail address 
just send a blank e-mail to the NW Coordinator  at eric.
thacker@yahoo.co.uk

He is compiling a list for distribution of information 
and it would help to e-mail as many people as possible.

 

Your guide to Neighbourhood Watch
Launched in 1990, Anthony Close was the first of 

Sherston’s schemes and was followed by Easton Town, 
Easton Square, North End Gardens and Brook Hill.

Nick Mitchell, John Sparrow and Victor Vagg have 
been coordinators since the start.  
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These are exciting times for Sherston Magna 
Cricket Club.

The first XI won promotion last summer to the first 
division of the Cotswold District Cricket Association 
(CDCA) and is looking forward eagerly to its 
opening fixture of the new season against Coates on 
2 May. Fingers crossed that Andy Tremellen, first XI 
captain again this year, can turn in a repeat of his 
performance last season against Coates when he took 
6-26. In total, Andy took 34 wickets in 2008, more 
than any other bowler in the CDCA. 

Prior to the team’s visit to Coates, who were also 
promoted last season, Sherston will be playing two 
friendly matches against The White Knights, the first 
of which will be at home on 18 April, with the re-
match at Chipping Sodbury on 25 April. 

While the team has been working hard in the nets 
in preparation for the new season, the club has had 
plenty of other reasons to celebrate this year. 

North Wiltshire District Council has provided a 
grant of £3,000 to finance the acquisition of a new 
outfield mower which will need to be chosen and 
bought by the end of March. This, together with the 
work that Richard Cartwright’s PerfecTurf has put 
into preparing the square and wicket, will help ensure 
that Sherston Cricket Club begins the season with 
one of the CDCA’s best pitches. ‘Our outfield will 
look like Lord’s,’ says Andy Tremellen.

To make sure that the facilities at the ground match 
the quality of the outfield, the club is holding an 
open day on 28 March when all club members will 
be encouraged to help give the pavilion a spring clean 
and apply a new lick of paint to it. The clean-up will 
be followed by the usual pre-season drinks party 
hosted by John and Matilda Matthews.

Other good news for the club is that Caroline 
Scarlett, who was voted on to the committee at last 
month’s AGM, has agreed to take on the role of scorer 
this season. 

Let’s all hope the rain stays away this summer, and 
that the Sherston team bats a lot better in the CDCA 
first division than England did in Jamaica.

Preparing for life in division one
Nets practice:

March 1  from 3.30 - 4.30pm
 
March 8  from 3.30 - 4.30pm
 
March 15 from  2.30 - 4.30pm    
 
March 22 from  3.30 - 4.30pm - Mothering   
                   Sunday
 
March 28 is ground maintenance day and the 
pre-season drinks party
 
March 29 from 3.30 - 4.30pm
 
April 5 from 2.30 - 4.30pm   
 
April 12 is Easter so no nets
 
April 18 will be first warm-up match vs White Knights

Sherston Magna  Cricket  Club

Share your garden
Organisers of a midsummer fete are looking for 

help from gardeners.
The fete, in aid of the Church of the Holy Cross, 

will take place on Sunday 21 June.
In addition to stalls and games, the organisers would 

like to offer an open gardens trail. ‘If you’re willing to 
offer to open your garden on that day, please get in 
touch with either me on 840375 or Pat Whitehouse 
on 840640, said organiser Heather Martin.

‘We hope to make this a really lovely day but we do 
need your help.’

Gift Day
Church of the Holy Cross, Sherston

Saturday 4 April from 9am until 1pm
This is an opportunity for villagers to support 

the church and help ensure it will be available for 
future generations.

Whether because of a christening, wedding or 
funeral, most of us have reasons to be thankful 
that we have the Church of The Holy Cross in 
Sherston.

We know these are hard financial times but, if 
you do feel able to help us maintain the village 
church, come to the main gate on Saturday 4 April 
and give whatever you can afford. Any donation 
will be gratefully received and can be left, in an 
envelope, with the churchwardens Susan Harvey 
or Ness Whiffin. 

If you are a tax-payer then we are able, with 
your agreement, to reclaim the tax on your 
donation and, for example, turn a £10 donation 
into nearly £13.  To make this possible, please 
contact Susan or Ness for an application form.



Sherston
Th e Carpenter’s Arms
Chilli quiz night Sun 1 Mar  7.30pm  
£5 pp entry including all you can eat chilli buff et

‘Rod Stewart’ live  Wed 18 Mar 8pm 
2 for 1 off er on all main course meals
Further details 840665

Th e Rattlebone
Mothering Sunday lunch Sun 22 Mar    
Celebrate in style with house champagne at £20 per bottle. 

Live music with Leon Daye Sat 28 Mar 9pm
Further details 840871 or www.therattlebone.co.uk

Wiltshire Council Roadshow  
Th urs 12th March 3-7 pm High Street

Table top sale - 
‘A chance to get rid of unwanted Christmas gifts’
in aid of the British School Room
- tables include a classic car and motorbike magazine 
table and one in aid of Lydia’s Legacy supporting 
alternative cancer treatment for children. 
Sat 21 Mar  10.30am (set up 10am)  Free admission 
and £5 for a table for sellers
Further details contact Howard Harding 841105

Spring Fling barn dance 
in aid of Friends of Sherston School
Fri  27 Mar  8pm - midnight at the village hall. £6 
including live music. Bar and buff et available.
Tickets available from the post offi  ce or the school reception. 

Cricket club revamp day 
Sat  28 Mar 10.00 – 5pm  All members of the 
cricket club are required at the ground at 10am to 
tidy the ground, paint the sightscreens etc. Any 
other volunteers willing to help out would be more 
than welcome at the cricket ground,  Pinkney Park, 
whether with a duster or a paint brush.
Andy Tremellen 07979 388208. 

1016 book sale
Sat 4 April 9am - 12 noon village hall - free entry. 
Donations of books, videos, DVDs and CDs 
gratefully received. Please deliver to Mike Tarrant at 
Grays of Sherston.  
Further details contact 840611.

Sherston Arts Festival
Anyone interested in getting involved with the 
organisation of the 2009 Sherston Arts Festival 9 - 18 
Oct please come forward. Planning meetings will be 
held in spring
Further details contact Heather Martin 840375 
Julia Leyden 840195 Gill Ashley 840993

WHAT’S ON
15

Holy Cross church
Th e Coff ee Shop - 
Fair Trade tea and coff ee with homemade cakes
Th ursday mornings from November until April    
Pause for prayer
Church of the Holy Cross is now open from 7.30am until 8am 
every Wednesday for silent prayer or quiet refl ection. 
All are welcome for all or some of the time.  
For further details see the Parish Life 

Congregational church
Communion service most Sundays at 11am 
For further details see the Parish Life 

Methodist Church
Services every Sunday at 10.30am apart from 3rd Sunday in 
the month when service is held at Luckington
For further details contact Cyril Hoskin on 841143 or see the 
Parish Life

Village hall 200+ club
Monthly draw prizes ranging from £10-£4 for a £6 annual 
stake.  If any new members of the village would like to join, 
contact either Mary Goulding on 840794, Joyce Gleed 840744 
or Gwen Mason 840660.

Whist drive
A whist drive is held in the village hall on the second Friday 
in the month (13th Mar) at 7.30pm  for 7.45pm.  Admission 
£1.50. All profi ts help maintain the village hall.

Ladies’ swimming club
Th e club is open to ladies from Sherston and the surrounding 
area. It is sociable, friendly and non-competitive. We swim in the 
new pool at Westonbirt School on Wednesdays between 8pm and 
9.30 p.m. Th e cost is £35 for 15 weeks. To join, phone Annabel 
Clifton on 840592 or Heather Martin on 840375.

Sherston Young Craft Group
Mondays 6.45 – 8.15pm in the village hall (9 years and over). 
£2.50 (incl all materials) per evening paid in advance of each 
half term. To join, please contact Sue Ormiston on 840694

Senior Club
Meets at 2pm in the 
British School Room 
every other Tuesday
Tues 10 & 24 Mar    
For further details contact 
Cyril Hoskin on 841143

If you run a club, society or 
organisation in Sherston that holds 
regular events such as the above 
and wishes to be listed, please 
supply your details and we will 
add them to the Regular events list. 
If you have a particular event then 
please write a short piece about it 
and we can include it as an article 
and put the details in the What’s 
On list for that month.
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Nailsworth
Forest Green Rovers F.C.  Professional football 
only 20 minutes’ drive from Sherston.

Blue Square Premier  Sat 7 Mar v Oxford United 3pm, Sat 21 Mar v 
York City 3pm, Sat 28 Mar v Lewes 3pm £5-£15
Comedy night at the Carol Embury Suite, The New Lawn 
Thurs 12 Mar 8pm  £15
Further details contact 01453 834860 or  www.forestgreenroversfc.com

Stroud
The Cotswold Playhouse

‘Compo’s’ son Tom Owen presents Last of the Summer Wine 
- treading the boards Sat 14 Mar  7.30pm  £12
3rd Annual Facts and Fiction storytelling workshop
21 Mar 10am - 5pm  £50/£40 including all workshops and a simple lunch
Further details contact box office at Stroud Tourist Information Centre  
01453 760960 or  www.cotswoldplayhouse.co.uk

Subscription Rooms
Music - concerts include Old Swan Band Sat 7 Mar, English 
Mozart Ensemble Fri 13 Mar, Johnny Coppin and Mike Silver 
Fri 20 Mar, BTM Brass Band Sat 21 Mar, Eagles tribute band 
Desperado Sat 28 Mar, Ruddigore by Gilbert and Sullivan Tues 31 Mar
Stroud Arts Festival presents World Book Day for pre-school 
children Thur 5 Mar 10am -12 noon
Children’s poet Brian Patten: Gargling with jelly Thu 5 Mar 
7.30pm £8 (7-11 year olds)   8pm  £10 
Stroud Choral Society presents The Messiah Sat 22 Nov 7pm £12
Further details contact 01453 760900 or  www.stroud.gov.uk/subroom 

Cheltenham
Gold Cup festival

Tues 10 - Fri 13 Mar  10.30am - 1.30pm  from £18 (except Gold 
Cup Friday from £30)
Further details contact 0844 579 3003 or  www.cheltenham.co.uk/
racing/fixtures/the_festival.html

Town hall
Classical concerts including Masterworks - Schubertreise 3 Mar 
£12, Gloucestershire Young Musician of the Year 2009 4 Mar 
7.30pm £6, Gloucestershire Symphony Orchestra a Night at 
the Opera Sat 7 Mar, Corelli Orchestra Tues 10 Mar, Blake and 
Natasha Marsh Sun 22 Mar    
Music Including Solid Silver 60s Show with The Searchers Sun 1 
Mar, Bootleg Beatles Sat 14 Mar, Ladies of Country with Billy Jo 
Spears Thus 19 Mar  
Comedy Including Mark Watson Wed 4 Mar, Fascinating Aida Sun 
8 Mar, Jimmy Carr Sun 15, Lucy Porter Tues 17, Russell Kane Wed 
18 Mar, Howlers at the Hall Wed 25 Mar, Ross Noble Fri 27 Mar, 
Mark Thomas Mon 30 Mar, Andy Parsons Thurs 2 Apr  

Further details contact 0844 5762210 or  www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk

Uley
Prema rural arts centre

Evening classes for adults include Strictly Ballroom, yoga, pilates, life 
drawing, pottery, knitting, drawing for beginners
Classes for young people include Prema dance company and 
animating the page - see website for course details  
Performance - The Kosh 27-28 Mar
Concert - Eden’s Hill Sat 7 Mar £10, Siyaya Sat 14 Mar £12 

Further details contact 01453 860703 or  www.prema.demon.co.uk

Slimbridge
Wildfowl and wetlands centre

Birdwatch morning at high tides of the river Severn Sun 1 and 15 
Mar  8am  £15 incl breakfast
History and natural history of hedgerows Fri 20 Mar 7.30pm £6 
Further details contact Rebecca Law 01453 891223 or  
www.wwt.org.uk/centre/122/slimbridge.html

Bristol
Colston Hall

Music - concerts include Elbow Tues 10 Mar, Solid Silver 60s Show Fri 
20, James Morrison Sat 21, David Byrne Fri 27  Vary between £10-40
Further details contact 0117 922 3686 or  www.colstonhall.org

Westonbirt 
The Arboretum

McFly Fri 19 Jun £26.50,  Simply Red Sun 21 Jun £32.50, Paul Weller 
Sat 20 Jun £33 Vanessa Mae and fireworks Sat 18 July £29.50.  
All plus booking fee. Ticket hotline 01842 814612
Specialist wood sales  Sun 8 Mar 10 - 1pm proceeds to Friends
Further details contact 880220 or www.forestry.gov.uk

Westonbirt School
Friends of Westonbirt barn dance at Park Farm
Sat 14 Mar  8pm - 1am  £15/£7.50 bar and buffet
Drama Gala - a showcase of A Level and GCSE practical work  
Sat 14 Mar 7.30pm free
Further details 880333 or www.westonbirt.gloucs.sch.uk

Whatley Manor
Mothering Sunday lunch in Le Mazot
22-Mar    £36 includes 3-course lunch and coffee
Drama Gala - a showcase of A Level and GCSE practical work  
Sat 14 Mar 7.30pm free
Further details contact 834026 or  www.whatleymanor.com

Chippenham
West Wiltshire Young Farmers’ ball 

in aid of Wiltshire Air Ambulance
Fri 24 Apr 7.30 for 8pm - 1am  £35 pp including champagne 
reception and 3-course meal with wine
Further details contact Rachel Willis 07515 388688 or  
rachel@rachel-willis.co.uk or www.wiltshireairambulance.co.uk/events.htm

Cirencester 
Sundial Theatre at Cirencester College

Film: Heaven         Wed 4 Mar  7.30pm  £5
Concerts: Carducci String Quartet Sat 7 Mar 3pm £11
Theatre: Pathway to the Red Sun Tues 10 Mar 8pm £12
Dance: Transitions dance company  Fri 13 Mar 8pm  £12 
Comedy: Simon Evans Sat 21 Mar 8pm £12
Further details 01285 654228 or www.cirencester.ac.uk/sundial

Brinkworth 
Rural Arts Wiltshire

Natural Theatre Company / Pavel Douglas: I Shot Dirty Den
Sat 7 Mar  8pm  in village hall
Further details contact 510545 or www.ruralartswiltshire.org.uk

Bath
Theatre Royal 

Life and Beth starring Liza Goddard Mon 2 - Sat 7 Mar  7.30pm / 8pm  £15-30
Boeing-Boeing Mon 9 - Sat 14 Mar 7.30 / 8pm mat 2.30pm £14 - £30
Duet for One starring Juliet Stevenson 
Mon 16 - Sat 21 Mar 7.30pm, matinees 2.30 £17.50 - £32
The National Theatre presents Gethsemane 
Tues 24 - Sat 28 Mar 7.30 / 8pm mat 2.30pm  £14 - £30 
Future shows to book ahead for: Waiting for Godot starring Ian 
Mckellen and Patrick Stewart, The Tempest starring Anthony Sher, 
Othello starring Lenny Henry, Bath Operatic Society presents Oliver! 
For further details contact 01225 448844 or  www.theatreroyal.org.uk 

Bath festivals 
Bath Literary Festival
1- 8 Mar  Various events throughout Bath city centre including Tony 
Benn, Alexander McCall Smith, Gerald Scarfe, Chris Patten and 
Robert Fisk  Tickets vary from £4-£17

Comedy festival
1-12 Apr Various events throughout Bath city centre including Jenny 
Éclair, Paul Merton and Count Arthur Strong Tickets vary from £4-
£17  www.bathcomedyfestival.co.uk
Further details contact 01225 463362 or  www.bathfestivals.org.uk
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