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Progress towards the target of £40,000 has been very 
encouraging. By the end of September the half way 
point of £20,000 will be passed. A most important 
factor has been the success of the envelope appeal 
launched through �e Cli�hanger.

Our original projection envisaged a response in the 
region of £1,500. �e �nal sum will be just over £7,500. 
Within this total are donations of all sizes from small 
collections of loose change to cheques of very signi�cant 
amounts. However, each envelope really has an equal 
value beyond its monetary content. �e generosity that 
every individual has shown in support of the church 
re�ects the important role that the Church of the Holy 
Cross plays in the life of the community.

Sherston Church Roof Appeal
Phil Williams, Chairman of Sherston Parochial Church Council
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Record 
breaker! 
Sherston Boules & Carnival 2010 has turned in a 

thumping pro�t of £14000 which makes it the best ever 
for this successful event. Last year’s recession-hit �gures 
were con�ned well and truly to the history books as the 
hard working committee celebrated the result.

Local voluntary groups and charities will share in 
a payout of £10,000 with Help For Heroes and the 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance  receiving £2000 each.   

‘It is a truly outstanding result’, said chairman 
Tony Weedon , ‘with nearly every aspect of the 
event showing a marked improvement on 2009. �e 
involvement of Wadworth brewery as main sponsor 
was crucial to these wonderful �gures as was all 
the other sponsorship we received from many local 
businesses.  �is together with a fantastic committee, 
the unstinting e�orts of all the volunteers and the 
tremendous support of residents and visitors alike  
produced an unstoppable formulae for success’ 
continued Tony.

Secretary Caroline Moore particularly praised all 
those ‘who appear like magic, especially  on Boules 

Day itself, willing to help out where most needed  
and iron out any last minute hitches which might 
appear’.  

On learning the result, parish council chairman 
John Matthews commented ‘Sherston is remarkable 
for its community spirit and there is no �ner example 
of that than Boules & Carnival. For a parish of our 
size to organise year after year an event which has 
raised so far a total of  some £200,000 for good causes 
is surely beyond comparison. Well done one and all’.

 Notwithstanding the pleasure the result has 
brought, planning for 2011 must now begin in 
earnest. Next year’s event will run from  9 to 17  
July with Boules day on Saturday 16  July. With 
both chairman Tony Weedon and secretary Caroline 
Moore now taking a very well earned rest from these 
two positions it’s important that new help is found 
soon. If you’d like to get involved please contact 
Gwen Knight on 840731 or email  mommaknight@
hotmail.com. Don’t be shy - it really can be  fun and 
a great way to meet people if you’re new to the parish. 

On behalf of the members of the PCC, I would 
like to extend our thanks to you all for your amazing 
response to the appeal. It is very heartening  to realise 
the depth of the goodwill that exists towards the 
church.  �e village of Sherston is renowned for its 
initiative, invention and support for a wide range of 
causes and activities. �is spirit of sel�ess giving runs 
through the community and to each of you who have 
o�ered your support to the church, please accept my 
grateful thanks.

Paul and Gail at the post o�ce have been so 
accommodating in providing the focal point for the 
collection.  My thanks to them both and to the sta� 
for making the process run so smoothly.          
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Copy deadline: 10th of the previous month.
Send to editorial@sherstoncliffhanger.co.uk 
or hard copy to Sherston Post Office Stores.

What’s On: contact Caroline Moore on  
841405 or info@sherstoncliffhanger.co.uk

�e size and content of the Cli�hanger depends 
entirely on the amount of copy we receive from 
individuals and groups.  So, if you feel you have 
something of interest, please don’t hesitate to tell us. 
Around 400 words would be a maximum but the 
shorter the better and less editing would be needed. 

Top tip: if you’re telling us of an event coming up, 
write a short piece about it rather than just supply 
basic details or a poster. You will then get a short 
article published to help boost interest as well as a 
mention in our What’s On section.  Don’t forget to 
tell us how your event went, with a photo if possible.

To advertise, contact :
advertising@sherstoncliffhanger.co.uk      
John Mackison  841197  Beryl Clampton  841201

Advertising rates:
for 12 months: 
1/4 page £200; 1/8 page £100; and 1/16 page £50  

for one month: 
1/4 page £80; 1/8 page £40; and 1/16 page £20

Inserted lea�et drop £50 
Please remember the Cli�hanger is delivered free 

to every home and business in the parish – more 
than 850 copies.  �is and all previous editions are 
also available online at www.sherston.org.uk
PRINTED BY THE COMPLETE PRODUCT COMPANY, PINKNEY

Sue Robinson 841263

In late August and early September a lot of work 
has been carried out in the churchyard, both by 
the Living Churchyard volunteers and by people 
working under the Community Payback scheme, 
for whose e�orts the Church is extremely grateful. 
�e churchyard is now, I think, looking tidier than 
it has for a long time. Some of this work has been 
straightforward tidying up after this summer’s growth 
outstripped local volunteers’ e�orts to keep it under 
control. In other areas work has been carried out with 
the speci�c aim of encouraging wild �owers.

 In the front of the church, to the west of the path, 
the meadow area has been cut, the grass left to dry 
and then raked up and taken away. �is copies what 
was carried out in the hay �elds of the past; �ower 
seeds should fall from the cut plants as they are raked 
up and the removal of the cuttings stops the soil from 
becoming richer. Most gardeners might think this a 
strange thing to do, but meadow �owers thrive where 
the soil is poor and die out if it is allowed to become 
too rich, so in order to encourage them the fertility of 
the area needs to be limited.

Part of my summer holiday was spent in Shropshire 
where a charity called Caring for God’s Acre (CfGA) 
has received funding from the National Lottery and 
other backers to set up an organization to encourage 
Living Churchyards in the English counties bordering 
on Wales. It was very interesting to visit a number of 
churches which are actively managing their churchyards 
and have noticeboards about their activities, supplied 
by CfGA, and lea�ets in their churches to explain what 
they are doing. If you visit Stanton St. Quintin you can 
see an excellent interpretative board at the entrance to 
the churchyard and it would be good to have something 
similar in Sherston, to increase understanding of what 
we are doing in the churchyard here.

Our next session will be on Saturday 2 October 
starting at 10 am, I hope to see some of you then.

Sherston Living 
Churchyard

MARY DERRICK SWIMMING LESSONS
FOR CHILDREN

AT WESTONBIRT SPORTS CENTRE 
NOW OFFERING LESSONS MON, TUES, WED & THURSDAYS AFTER SCHOOL 

We have classes for all abilities:-
Pre-school classes (3-5years) have the teacher in the water, parents do not 

have to get in unless necessary!  
Beginners classes have the teacher in the water. Two levels of improver 

classes & also lane swimming for advanced improvers.
All teachers are fully qualified & crb checked. We follow the asa award 
scheme & have termly “badge nights” for distance awards. We also run 
personal survival classes, bronze, silver & gold challenge awards & also 

rookie lifeguard courses. Holiday courses also available.
All lessons run half termly & are ongoing so no need to keep booking in 

every term!

TEL. 01666 841133 or 077 144 252 01
WE HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN THE MALMESBURY AREA FOR  20 YEARS

ASA SWIM SCHOOL MEMBER

www.maryderrickswimming.com

Yes the Cli�hanger is two years old this 
month and haven’t we grown!

In October 2008 our �rst edition was a mere 4 pages 
with a print run of 650. We now regularly have up to 
28 pages and have just further increased the run to a 
1,000 copies so as to meet demand.

Financially the Cli�hanger has been equally as 
successful and as of March 2010 had turned in a 
healthy pro�t of £3,700. �at level of pro�t is unlikely 
to continue however due to the increased size which 
results in higher print costs. Nevertheless the aim is to 
continue to operate at a pro�t.  We are most grateful 
for the support of all our advertisers which has done 
so much to bring about this state of a�airs.

As to the pro�t it is ring fenced by the parish council 
for special items which bene�t the parish and which 
otherwise could not be a�orded. It does not go towards 
the day to day costs of the council. With the likely 
level of cuts in national and local government due to 
be announced later this month, having this additional 
�nance available will become increasingly important.

We are 2
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Central and local government funds for voluntary 
projects are disappearing faster than sun on snow.  
(Wiltshire has already frozen all capital expenditure).  
It means we just have to work harder to �nd funding 
for Grove Wood, Rights of Way and all other 
worthwhile community projects.  �e great thing is 
we know there are lots of grants out there.  In fact, 
some charitable sources are practically throwing 
money at good causes.  We have to identify them and 
present our case.

Can you help?  We need a determined person (or 
persons) to research organisations via the internet, 
�nd out what’s available and �ll in application forms 
on our behalf.  Interested in doing your bit to ensure 
our environmental work continues to thrive?  Please 
email me for information on what’s involved.

Many thanks, Irene Johnston
Email: ie_johnston@yahoo.co.uk

Green Grants Guru - 
could this be you?

Around 20 members of the local branch of the 
Guild have been working for the last eight months on 
a project to commemorate the 1,000th Anniversary 
of the Flight of Eilmer the Monk. Eilmer saw Halley’s 
Comet twice in his lifetime and was inspired by 
it. A 3D comet, made of willow, wire, fabrics and 
beads, which was designed by Susan Sutton, was 
created by pupils from Malmesbury Schools. It will 
be hung in the upstairs Eilmers Bar at the Town 
Hall, alongside four large stitched textile wall panels, 
designed by Sherston’s Heather Martin. �e panels 
feature the characterful rows of cottages in the town, 
the Market Cross and of course, Eilmer.

�e two elements of the project are permanently 
installed in the Bar, but as it is often locked, visitors 
may visit it during an exhibition of work by the 
Malmesbury Branch of the Guild entitled ‘Flights 
of Fancy’ in the Gallery from  12 to 30 October. 
Admission is free.

Malmesbury Branch of the 
Embroiderers’ Guild complete 
project for the Town Hall

Bulb planting in Grove Wood
We’re currently looking at various suppliers for spring 

bulbs to plant in Grove Wood in October.  Some of 
you will remember we made short shrift of the 1,000 
snowdrops-in-the-green that we put in last February.  
I think we had planted them all within 50 minutes. 
We shall de�nitely be getting more snowdrops for the 
fringes of the wood but, in the meantime, we shall be 
planting wild da�odils, garlic and bluebells.  I’m not 
sure how many of each we shall be ordering yet so I’ve 
blocked out three separate bulb planting days (though 
we may just need two).  If you fancy helping, then 
please turn up on Sundays 10 and 17 October (24 is a 
reserve for now) at 10am.  Sue’s world-famous onion 
soup will be served to keep us warm and happy.  �e 
more the merrier - and faster.

Apple Day 2010
October is traditionally apple month – Google 

‘Apple Day 2010’ and you’ll be amazed at what’s 
going on in the UK.  We are trying to �nd an apple-
grafting expert who will show us how to take grafts of 
the old crab apple tree in Grove Wood.  If possible, 
we’ll arrange it for one of the Sunday bulb mornings 
mentioned above (10 or 17).  Just think, a little 
exercise combined with learning a new skill. What 
could be better?

More information from Sherston’s Tree Warden, 
Irene Johnston, on 841273 or email: ie_johnston@
yahoo.co.uk

TREEtalk
October 2010
by Irene Johnston

We are gathering a collection of lost property in 
Holy Cross Church which I would like to re-unite 
with its owners. We have: 

•  two pairs of ladies’ gloves, both black, one in leather
• a blue asthma inhaler
• a man’s light brown Marks and Spencer anorak  

If the items of clothing are not collected within a 
month the PCC plans to donate them to a charity 
shop.

We also have a wedding ring. A notice about this 
has been up in Sherston Post O�ce and at the Holy 
Cross Co�ee Shop for three weeks, but so far no-one 
has come forward to claim this item.

If you think any of these things are yours please 
contact Sue Robinson, Churchwarden, on 01666 
841263 or speak to anyone you know from Church.

Lost Property in 
Sherston Church

�e parish council meets on �ursday 14 October 
in the village hall at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend 
and there are opportunities to raise questions and 
pass comments. If you cannot make the meeting but 
have something to raise please contact the clerk Mrs. 
Sarah Wood on 840351 or email clerk@sherston.org.
uk .You can also contact the council via the response 
form on www.sherston.org.uk where minutes of 
meetings can be read.

Next meeting
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Founded 1996 – Launched 2010                             
by Mary Clements

Having just run three consecutive sessions of 
Sherston Occasional Community Choir [SHOCC], 
Spring 09,  Autumn 09 and Spring 2010, I decided 
it was only right to now give my family a break and, 
having established a core community of singers and 
a small starter bank-balance for the Choir,  ask some 
of the enthusiasts to form a crew, (called ‘Team 
SHOCC’), to sail her into the future with new 
skippers at the tiller.

I am very pleased to report that she now has the 
guidance of seven intrepid souls:

Treasurer – Helen �orpe, Secretary – Jill 
Woodward, Librarians – Margaret and Eric �acker, 
Refreshments Rota -  Maureen Mulrain, Member 
Representatives – Mike Tarrant and Trevor Moody, 
who have called on the gallant Nicki Heenen to be 
Musical Director for this �rst trip Autumn 2010, 
(hoping she may be willing to continue sailing in the 
Spring if enough folk come on board)?

�is is all very exciting to see and will give me 
time to run the �fteenth year of Junior Choir at the 
Primary School so that the two Choirs can combine 
in a ‘Big Sing’ at Christmas, as they did last year. 
With Nicki’s encouragement, a constitution has been 
written which will be given to all-comers so everyone 
can be as involved as they wish to be.

Please consider joining �e Good Ship SHOCC 
on her initial adventure.

Ten Wednesdays from 6 October at 
7.30pm in the British Schoolroom, 
Cliff Road. Bring your friends.

No auditions, non-readers welcome, no stress, all-
comers accepted. All-age from 10yrs. Mainly unison 
vocals plus a little two, and four-part, harmony. No 
commitment  expected until 3rd session. Don’t be 
shy; just give it a try.  (Non-singers also needed for 
refreshments and admin).

Musical Director Nicki Heenen 840883 or nicki.
heenen@btinternet.com 

Secretary Jill Woodward on email 
jillwoodward222@btinternet.com.

SHOCC is ship-shape!

�e Licensing and Installation of the Reverend 
Christopher Bryan as Priest-in-Charge of the 
Gauzebrook Group of Parishes will take place at 
7.30pm.  on Monday 11 October in the Church of 
the Holy Cross, Sherston, followed by refreshments 
in the Village Hall.

�e service will be conducted by �e Right Reverend 
Dr. Lee Ray�eld Bishop Su�ragan of Swindon.

New Vicar

Sherston’s bon�re and �reworks extravaganza will 
take place this year on the evening of Saturday 6 
November.

�e �rework and bon�re event, organised by 
Sherston 1016, is held on land generously lent each 
year by the Hillier family at Lower Farm. Members 
of Sherston 1016 have attended specialist courses 
on �reworks and public safety, and pride themselves 
on getting all preparatory works done to a very high 
standard, with safety being uppermost in their minds. 
�ere will be increased stewarding, and a dedicated 
�rst aid post.

�e event, starting at 6.30pm, is always held on the 
nearest Saturday evening to 5 November, to enable 
families to attend together. �ere will be a barbecue 
and hot and cold drinks on sale.

Please wear sensible footwear, with wellingtons being 
preferable, especially if it’s wet underfoot. It’s also 
advisable to wear older clothes, just in case you spill 
tomato ketchup down your front. It’s not a high fashion 
event, and after all you’ll be in a farmer’s �eld. Sparklers 
are not permitted at the display for safety reasons, but 
safe light-sabres and light-ropes will be on sale.

Entrance charges (non-refundable) are the same as 
last year, at £5 per adult and £3 per child on the gate, 
or £12 for an advance family ticket for 2 adults and 3 
children, available from Sherston Post O�ce  Stores.

If you can spare a few hours to help set up the �eld 
during the daylight hours of Saturday 6 November, 
please phone 840728 (daytime) or 840112.

Combustible material should be taken to the site 
during the week leading up to the Saturday, and put 
over the wall into the bon�re �eld, which is on the 
right as you approach the farm buildings.

Remember, remember, 
the sixth of November

�e idea of a tree on a verge at Manor Close has been 
revived by some residents of that area. �e matter is 
due to come before the parish council again at its 
meeting on 14 October. All views are welcome both 
for and against so please either attend the meeting or 
contact the Clerk Mrs Sarah Wood either by letter to 
23 Cli� Road Sherston SN16 0LN or email clerk@
sherston.org.uk     

Residents will have noticed the removal of the 
stones protecting the tree outside the Post O�ce in 
the High Street. �is followed a complaint. A meeting 
attended by Wiltshire Councillor John �omson, the 
parish council, highway o�cers and the police has 
been held to seek a long term solution to the problem. 
It is hoped that a proposal to not only protect the 
tree but also, and more importantly, pedestrians from 
reversing vehicles will shortly be forthcoming. In 
the meantime however drivers should please use the 
utmost care in that vicinity.        

Tree issues 
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9.15-11.45 everyday 
in the Village Hall
Age 3-5 years

Well-qualified enthusiastic staff
Fun, multi-sensory 

educational environment
Wide range of equipment 
and toys including I.C.T.

Come along for a 
taster session! 

For further information 
please contact Minnie on 

01666  841118
Registered charity no. 296903

SHERSTON 

DRIVING SCHOOL

Michael Holborow A.D.I.

Tel: 01666 840327   

Mobile: 07790890978

Mike@sherstondriving.co.uk

PYKE  BOARDING 

KENNELS AND 

CATTERY
  
Contact: Kitty 

01666 840386

Angela Stanley

07748 971465

www.pykeboardingkennels.co.uk

angela@pykeboardingkennels.co.uk

Green Fields
Dog Walking and Minding Service              

Reliable and responsible dog walker/

minder recommended and used by 

Pyke Boarding Kennels Ltd of Sherston.

Covering Malmesbury and the surrounding 

villages minding/walking dogs and caring 

for cats or any small animal.

contact

 Rachel Stanley on

07867 883594     01666 822792

www.greenfieldsdogwalking.co.uk

 Rachel@markstanley6.ukfsn.org

Liz and Gin would like to say a massive thank you 
to all who helped, donated and attended the Co�ee 
Morning and Cream Tea Afternoon on August bank 
holiday Monday.  �e sun shone for us, the park 
was busy and people came from near and far. As you 
know, all through the summer we have been at the 
Scout Hut selling tea, co�ee, cakes and pocket money 
sweets which has proved to be a huge success but we 
could not have done it without the support we were 
given by people of the village. �e Grand Total raised 
for �e Scout Hut was £470.00!  As the nights now 
draw in �e Tuck shop has closed but we hope to 
hold a Halloween Party and should be back weather 
permitting in the Easter Holidays. Once again, thank 
you for your support. 

Cubs and Scouts Waiting Lists
Both the Cub Pack and the Scout Troop run a 

waiting list for new members. If you are interested 
in your child joining Cubs or Scouts you should 
arrange to speak to the Cub Leader or Scout Leader 
�rst, usually at one of their weekly meetings, and 
then complete an application form which is available 
from them.

We request that all those who have already entered 
their child’s name on the waiting list con�rm that 
their details are current by contacting the Group 
Secretary, Kirstie Blair at kirstieblair@gmail.com

Dib Dob Corner Scouts
�is month the Scouts will be going on a weekend 

camp with the rest of the district to the newly re-
built county training centre at Potterne.  A night out 
under shelters made by them, shooting, a tunnel trail, 
archery, abseiling and mountain biking are some of 
the activities planned for the weekend.

We will also be going to Charlton Park with 
Malmesbury Scouts for a wide game and doing a 
paper plane challenge in the hut.  In September we 
did a night hike with a sleep-over at the hut and we 
hope to include some photos and a write-up of the 
event in the next issue of Cli�hanger.  

Explorers
We have had three move up from Scouts since the 

summer and the troop are coming up with some 
great ideas of what they would like to do over the 
next term. We will also be joining the scouts on their 
district camp and arranging some further night hikes.

General
Christmas Hamper Ra�e tickets will be on sale 

on November 4/5 and 11/12 from outside the Post 
O�ce & Tucks and �e Sunday Papers, with the 
grand draw taking place on December 18 at �e 
Rattlebone Inn. We will also be selling Scout Post 
stamps on the same dates with  delivery  on Sunday 
19 December.

If you would like to donate an item for our luxury 
hampers then please either drop something round to 
me at 3 Carpenters Close, Sherston, or to any of the 
leaders.

by Kirstie Blair

Sue  McKechnie’s next popular walk is on Halloween 
Sunday 31 October from the village hall at 10am 
returning to the Rattlebone Inn just around 12 noon 
in time for a complimentary snack. As ever children 
and well behaved dogs on leads are very welcome. Sue 
promises there won’t be any ghosts or ghouls joining 
you but there may be a creepy tale or two!

Sue’s strolls
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family &

friends

visiting?

flexible week & short break

rentals

(double, twin, single &equipped nursery)
sorryno smoking or pets

For more details & bookings

tel: 01666 505807
mob: 07900 656498
email: lanternhouse@cotswolds.plus.com
website: www.cotswolds.plus.com

GILLIAN 
NOBLE

SOFT FURNISHINGS

THE CURTAIN 
WORKROOM

1ST FLOOR
1A MARKET LANE  

MALMESBURY 
WILTSHIRE SN16 9BQ

TEL: 01666 825532  
MOB: 0776 0142 666

gilly.noble@homecall.co.uk

�e British Schoolroom was the venue for the 
September meeting of Sherston W.I. as the Village 
Hall was still undergoing decoration.

Unfortunately our speaker was unable to attend due 
to a work commitment. Our Secretary had organised 
a picture quiz which was enjoyed by all members. 
It was a real memory teaser with images of old and 
new personalities, stars, news items and images and 
captions of objects we see every day. �e hall was 
silent with heads down and memories being tested.

�e group was hoping for a �ne afternoon for the 
visit to the Special Plant garden and nursery at Cold 
Aston in early September.

Final details were organised for our next meeting 
which will take place at Stanton Manor Hotel 
12.30pm for 1pm. �is will be a lunch celebrating 
the 70th Anniversary of the formation of a W.I. in 
Sherston in 1940.

45 members and friends will meet on 7 October to 
renew memories and friendships of past times and to 
look forward to a happy future for Sherston W.I.

Our November meeting should be in the Village Hall 
when our speaker’s subject will be ‘Adventures of a Great 
Rail Journeys Tour Manager’ Andrew Butterworth.

Sherston W.I.  
September meeting

OH YES IT IS time for Sherston Drama Group’s 
pantomime again! A full cast of fairies, villagers, 
singers, dancers, dames (only one of those, 
fortunately), jesters, Kings, Queens, cannibals etc  
have been working away so they can entertain you. 
�ere are some new faces – and old ones -  and some 
of Sherston’s most talented young people. Sleeping 
Beauty will be performed on 27-30 October in 
Sherston Village Hall, and tickets will be on sale from 
the beginning of October at Sherston Post O�ce 
Stores or from the Box O�ce on 840092 (evenings). 
�e price is £5.50/£6.50 including refreshments, 
which must be the cheapest entertainment for miles 
around. Make a date in your diary to come and hiss 
the villain and cheer on the Prince in his quest to 
revive the beautiful princess. Laugh at the world’s 
most inept jester, ogle the dame, and watch some feats 
of on-stage cooking that put Masterchef contestants 
to shame! Performances at 7.30pm, with a 2.30pm 
matinee on Saturday. Enquires to the Drama Group 
chairman, richard.ske�ngton@virgin.net, phone as 
above.

Sherston Drama Group 

Sleeping Beauty

A big thank you to all who supported my tombola 
on Saturday 4 September outside the post o�ce and 
at the Rattlebone. £280 was raised.

�ank you very much.

Dorothy House hospice tombola

by Ann Wilcox

by Beryl Clampton

by Ali Glennie
�ank you very much from all at Tracklements for 

running our release in the Sherston Cli�hanger about 
our hunt for Medlar fruit. We’ve had a fantastic 
response with several people getting in contact. We 
would like to say a big thank you to the residents of 
Sherston and Pinkney who have very kindly o�ered 
us their Medlar fruit and would love to hear from 
anybody else who thinks they may know of a Medlar 
tree from which Tracklements could have the fruit.  If 
you can help, please call Ali Glennie at Tracklements 
on 827044 or email info@tracklements.co.uk. 

Tracklements thank you
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Treatments that help soften the fine lines and wrinkles on your face: 

 • Free personal consultation prior to undertaking any procedure 

 • Forehead lines, crows feet

 • Lip lines, nasolabial folds

 • Treatment for excessive underarm sweating (hyperhydrosis)

Dr฀Pip฀Pettit฀BM FRCGP Aesthetic Practitioner, Sherston, Wiltshire  Tel: 0788 7582 233     www.perfectly-you-aesthetics.co.uk

After the successful Classical Garden Party held at 
Halfway Bush Farm in July, the Tenor Tim Pitman 
and melodic soprano Rebecca Robinson are, by 
popular demand, making a return visit to present  
‘�e Music In �e Night Show’ performing songs, 
the best from opera and the theatre.

Tim has performed with the Royal Philharmonic 
Symphony Orchestra, for HRH �e Prince of Wales, 
at Glastonbury festival and numerous charity events. 
Rebecca is from Kent and has also performed with 
top classical and military bands.

It will be held in Malmesbury Town Hall on Friday 8 
October, doors opening at 7.30pm.  Tickets are £10.00. 

�ere will be a bar provided by Sherston Wine 
Company. Tickets are available from Sherston Post 
O�ce, or contact 01249 890327 or 01249 890819.

Please come along and join what will be a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening.

Back by popular demand
by Sue Lewis

�ere’s still time to enter this year’s Picklemania 
this coming Sunday 3 October at the Village Hall in 
association with the Sherston Mangold Hurl.

If you produce your own chutneys, cordials, honeys, 
jams, jellies, liqueurs, marmalades, mustards, oils, 
pastes, pickles, preserves, relishes, tapenades, salsas, 
sauces, syrups, or vinegars then Picklemania is your 
dream come true!

Prizes will be awarded with an overall winner being 
pronounced the Picklemania Champion 2010.

Get pickling!

SHOW DAY TIMETABLE
8.00am Hall open to receive exhibits
10am Hall closed for judging
12noon Show open (subject to judging being  

   completed)
4.30pm Presentations (approx.)
5 - 6pm Removal of exhibits
GOOD LUCK TO ALL EXHIBITORS

Could you be the 
Picklemania Champion of 2010?

Malmesbury 
Netball Club 
Launch
by Tahiti von Rooyen

In April/May this year Wiltshire County o�ered 
a subsidised Back to Netball six week course at 
the Activity Zone, Malmesbury. At the end of the 
course the group decided to carry on playing netball 
independently throughout the summer and after 
much planning the group was formalised.

We welcome new players of any ability as we would 
like to promote the sport and provide an opportunity 
for people to get �tter and make new friends. We 
have a Level 2 coach and endless support from the 
Wiltshire Netball Development O�cer, Sophie 
Warner. We meet every �ursday at 7-8pm. It costs 
£3 per session, payable at the front desk. 

Amalie Smith and I are the two Sherstonians who 
are currently part of the group, but we would love to 
see a greater representation from our village. 

Carriers Farm
Bed and BreakFast

Luckington road, sherston
en-suite double rooms 

english breakfast

Contact Brenda

01666 841445 - 07989355171

www.carriersfarmbandb.com
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• Competitive prices

• Prompt & reliable service

• Planned delivery 

• Boiler maintenance

• Easy payment plans

CALL US TODAY ON  

SHEPPARD OILS
ARE YOU GETTING THE BEST

DEAL ON YOUR HEATING OIL?

01666 841054

Optimum Mobility
    of Malmesbury

            

Also walking aids, bathing & household aids
The Old Dairy, Pinkney Park, Near Sherston

01666 840060
www.optimummobility.co.uk

Westonbirt Arboretum’s Enchanted Christmas, 
26 November to 19 December

Photo: Rob Cousins, Westonbirt Arboretum

�e National Arboretum at Westonbirt will 
become a wonderland of festive lights this winter 
when the Enchanted Christmas event returns from 
26 November to 19 December.

Alongside carols and festive treats of mulled wine 
and roast chestnuts, visitors will be able to take the 45 
minute Illuminated Trail around the Old Arboretum. 
�e trail takes in some of the gems of Westonbirt’s 
collection, spectacularly highlighting the beauty and 
shape of the trees. 

Take a magical trail around Westonbirt’s trees 
Tickets go on sale online from 1 October at www.

forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt.
Children can see Father Christmas, who this year will 

be dressed in his traditional green costume especially 
for Westonbirt. Historically, Father Christmas wore a 
green out�t rather than the relatively modern red suit 
we recognise today.

Julie McKellar, events coordinator, commented:
‘Westonbirt is  world-renowned for its fantastic tree 

collection. �is year Father Christmas will wear his 
original green colour to celebrate the abundance of 
trees and nature found at the National Arboretum.’

Join Father Christmas and his elves from 4.45pm 
on 26 November to turn on the lights. He will then 
meet and greet youngsters throughout the four week 
Enchanted Christmas event.

Westonbirt’s Enchanted Christmas takes place 
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday evening from 26 
November to 19 December, from 5.00pm to 8.30pm, 
with the last entry at 7.15pm. �e Illuminated Trail 
is accessible for wheelchairs and if you would like to 
hire a mobility scooter, you can book one in advance 
by calling 881218.

Admission is £8 for adults, £7 for concessions and 
children are £4. Discounted entry is available for 
pre-booked groups over 10 people and Friends of 
Westonbirt Arboretum members are entitled to half 
price entry on Fridays.

Unit 1a Warren Business Park, Knockdown 
Nr Tetbury, Gloucestershire GL8 8QY

Tel: 01454 238004
Mobile: 07889 655152

Email: djhicksantiques@hotmail.co.uk

Website: www.djhicksantiquefurniture.co.uk

D.J. HICKS
A N T I Q U E
FURNITURE
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Allington Bar Farm,  
Chippenham, SN14 6LJ     

Tel: 01249 658112 
 

Open 7 days 9am – 6pm  
Mon – Sat  

&  10am – 5pm on Sundays. 

Quality Local Produce

Home produced Pork, Lamb, Beef & Goat 
Home Made Sausages & Burgers

Local Free Range Poultry
All available daily from our Butchery

Locally made Preserves, Chutneys & 
Pickles

Somerset Jersey Organic Milk & Cream 
Local Cheeses & Home Cooked Meats

Extensive range of local Ice Cream
Locally Grown Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Homemade Cakes & Pies
and many more local ingredients …..

August draw  
1st £11 216 Nicky Fisher 
2nd £10 41 Maggie Towle  
3rd  £9 32 Phil �omson 
4th  £8 75 Vicky Johnson 
5th  £7 70 Mr Tullberg 
6th  £6 31 Stuart Gri�th 
7th  £5 124 Cilla Liddington

Collectors: G Mason, M Goulding, J Gleed, 
M �acker, J Platts, M Yeend.

Village hall 200+ club

Sherston Village Hall Whist Drive
Friday 8 October 7.30 for 7.45pm 
Entrance £1.50 including refreshments  
J Gleed, M Goulding, G Mason

St. Mary’s Hall in Malmesbury is going to be the venue 
for new painting classes starting in October led by local 
artist Nicki Heenan and assisted by Francesca Alden – 
Fenn, also a professional artist and quali�ed art teacher. 

Nicki Heenan started painting in New Zealand, later 
trained with an atelier school in Sydney specialising in 
traditional oil painting and has undertaken courses at 
the Slade and Prince’s drawing School in London. She 
frequently paints musical subjects or uses music as an 
inspiration for creating paintings. Nicki also works as a 
music director and music teacher locally and in London. 

No previous experience in painting is necessary to 
join the classes and time will be spent on learning 
the fundamentals of painting in water colour, oil and 
acrylic and how each medium can be used to express 
your own ideas. More experienced artists may wish to 
join, to advance their technical knowledge and work 
in a large space.

Classes will run on �ursday 2.30pm – 4.30pm at 
St Mary’s Hall, Malmesbury starting on October 14 
and running for seven weeks. Total cost £70.  Nicki 
will provide basic acrylics and paper on day one to 
get you started. During the term, Francesca Alden –
Fenn will be on hand for the �rst hour of each session 
working with students requiring any drawing tuition 
and for those wishing to paint in watercolours. 

To register or for more details contact Nicki Heenan 
on 840883 or nicki.heenan@btinternet.com.

Painting classes in 
watercolour, oil and acrylic

Anglo Saxon 
Christmas market
�e Village hall and the Rattlebone Inn are 

combining forces on the afternoon and evening of 
Friday 10 December for this new fundraising event 
for the village hall. Make a note in your diary now. 
More details to follow next month. It’s going to be a 
cracker!

Flying Start Nursery

at Grittleton House School

An Independent Nursery & Pre School for ages 2-5

* Happy children

* Dedicated & caring staff

* Stimulating learning environment

* Fun activities & crafts

* Outdoor play area

* Woodland walks

Flying Start Nursery at Grittleton House School,

Grittleton, Chippenham, Wiltshire. SN14 6AP

Tel: 01249 782434 www.grittletonhouseschool.org

Come & see us in action & give your child

a ‘Flying Start’

swimming ~ PE ~ trips ~ wellie walks ~ cooking ~

ballet and lots lots more
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Firewood
Dry seasoned, 
hardwood logs 
Barn stored 

any size available
Also kindling sold in nets
Delivered to your door

For more details call Steve on

01454 232941 or 
07974194012

      At your service

      Full range of Post Office services

Everything you need from a Village Store

Open Monday to Friday 7.00 – 6.00
Saturday 8.00 – 1.00

Tel: 01666 840202 / 841021     

�e Annual Hogweed Trotters Killcott Challenge 
took place at the Beaufort Arms on Sunday 26 
September, with athletes from all over the UK 
taking on the famous Killcott Hill. �e Props team 
were on hand with Beaufort Arms Landlord, Mark 
Steeds, to add to the occasion with refreshments and 
merchandise. With the help of Hogweed Trotters 
we managed to raise a substantial sum to support 
inclusive projects. A huge thank you to the Trotters, 
Mark Steeds of the Beaufort, and our own Jerry 
Herniman for making it such a success. Next year’s 
date has been set for the last Sunday in September.

Sunday the 3 October is the date for an established 
and traditional event at the ancient Shire of Sherston 
- �e Mangold Hurl. �e PROPS 
Team will be there in Force and have 
entered a team to take on all comers. 
�ere’s a strong international �avour 
this year and apart from the sport, it’s 
a chance to browse the latest products 
and services from the Props Social 
Enterprise. Some of our students will 
be there to promote our wares so be 
sure to come along and get behind 
PROPS at this cracking country 
event.

We are pleased to be supplying 
the Ancient Order of Mangold 
Hurlers with all their Banner and 
Promotional Clothing.

Please contact us at the Vassall 
Centre for all your print and 
production needs. 0117 9653514

Sincere Best Wishes, �e Props Team

PROPS Events
�e next meeting of the parish footpath group will 

take place on Wednesday 20 October at 7.30pm 
in the village hall. On the agenda will be kissing 
gates, path clearance and a possible new project of 
a walk following rights of way from Malmesbury to 
Luckington along the river valley. �e meeting is 
open to all and new faces are always welcome. If you 
can’t attend but want to know more contact Maggie 
Mckenna on 841047 or email maggie.mckenna@
harriespartnership.com     

Footpaths

Regrettably there have been some recent instances 
of cats becoming seriously ill in the area of the High 
Street, Silver Street and Cli� Road. Two of the cats 
died and a dog was also taken ill. �e symptoms point 
to the possibility of poison being involved. If anyone 
in this vicinity, or anywhere else for that matter, is 
using rat poison or the like please ensure that the 
proper precautions are being taken to avoid contact 
with other animals and wildlife. 

Cat concern
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Shear Class & Serenity
Uni-sex Hair salon and Beauty salon

sherston 01666 840840

tiGi O•P•itop to toe team

sPeCiaL OFFers

           shampoo/set, blowdry with Gemma on         
           Wednesdays and thursdays, only £12

           Pedicure & manicure for £30
           md formulations specialist facial with Free eyelash tint               
           Free indian mini head massage when you  
           book in for a full head of foils           
               treatment room available to rent

3 High street, sherston, Nr malmesbury, Wiltshire, sN16 0LH

L.H.Walker
Landscaping and Blockpaving

Garden Maintainance and Fencing

Twenty years experience

Free Quote

call 07775868898

Home 01793 771194

Genuine Ford parts fitted

Ford

Foot Health Care
www.foot-health-care.co.uk  
Corns – Nail Trimming – Verrucae 
Hard Skin – Athlete’s Foot – Ingrown Toenails 
Nail Infections – Cracked Heels (Fissures)
 
Sina Ohms MCFHP MAFHP

Foot Health Practitioner   
Tel: 01666 838683 Mob: 07593 324 128
 
                   

Home Visits

Corsham Chioropractic
Clinic

(87 Pickwick Road)

Tel: 01249 716 683  

The Chippenham Natural                                                                               
Therapy Centre                                                               

(above the Lodge Surgery)                         

Tel: 01249 443 390 
 Nail Cutting Service available  

(reduced prices at clinics only)

Authentic 

Wood Floors 
Natural wood 

flooring specialist 
Fitting, Repairs, 

Sanding and 
Refinishing 

Free estimate and 
consultation  

Contact Troy 

07523 366945 

info@authenticwoodfloors.co.uk
over 20yrs experience       

Fully insured 

Feel great!  Feel alive!!

Come along and experience techniques

That I have been using for 30 years to

help people heal and live life to the full.

Find out why your posture

is so important to good health.

Spinal Touch, Polarity,Cranio-sacral,

Orthobionomy,Reiki and more.....

can help you feel better at any age!

Contact Angela on 07947 862622

Or make an appointment at 

Shear Class & Serenity salon in Sherston

01666 840840
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‘Compared to many kings of England, little has 
been recorded about the life of Edmund II, yet few 
forget his nickname: Ironside. �ere are con�icting 
opinions as to why he was given this name. Some 
say that it was on account of the armour he wore, 
others believe it resulted from his powerful stature 
and legendary strength, but most claim that it was 
because of his military leadership. �is is borne out 
by an 11th century historian who described Edmund 
Ironside as a ‘brave soldier and an able general’.  
Edmund was the second son of King Ethelred the 
Unready and his �rst wife El�eda, and was born 
around the year 989. His elder brother died in 1014, 
leaving him heir to the throne. Edmund was very 
di�erent in character from his badly advised father. 
Headstrong and determined, he followed his own 
heart even if it meant going against his father’s 
wishes. 

 In August 1015 he married Edith at Malmesbury 
in Wiltshire, deliberately defying his father, for 
Edith was the widow of the King Ethelred’s sworn 
enemy Sigeferth. Following a power struggle over 
the north of England, Sigeferth had been murdered 
on Ethelred’s orders, so it can have done little for 
family harmony when Edmund married Edith. He 
even abducted her from a nunnery to claim her as 
his wife just to antagonise his father. �e couple had 
two sons, Edward and Edmund.  In the month of 
Edmund’s marriage the Danish King Canute had 
landed at Poole harbour with a �eet of more than 
200 ships, each with 80 men on board, going on 
to attack areas of Dorset, Wiltshire and Somerset, 
before heading to Warwickshire. �e Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle records that they ‘plundered and burned, 
and slew all they met…Canute went out through 
Buckinghamshire to Bedfordshire; thence to 
Huntingdonshire; and so into Northamptonshire 
along the fens to Stamford, thence into Lincolnshire, 
thence to Nottinghamshire; and so into Northumbria 
toward York’.  Canute �nally marched his men back 
down to Wessex, arriving on 1 April 1016, before 
heading for London. An 11th century monk, 
Florence of Worcester, wrote that Edmund Ironside 
mustered an army but gained little support from 
the people of England. Edmund therefore attacked 
those that refused to �ght against the Danish army 
and many English villages were destroyed in the 
process, although it has been said that the villages 
were destroyed simply to prevent the Danes from 
getting supplies of food and extra horses.   

Edmund II (989-1016) 
(Reproduced by kind permission of �is England magazine, 
Cheltenham Spring 2009, by Paul James)  

On  April 23 1016, just as Canute and his army 
reached London, King Ethelred died. Edmund 
succeeded to the throne and was crowned that same 
month at the old St Paul’s Cathedral. He inherited 
a country under attack and with divided loyalties 
amongst the people.  Although Edmund was 
accepted by citizens and nobles of London as king, 
nobles and churchmen in Southampton turned their 
allegiance to Canute instead. Canute had greater 
military strength and began to lay siege to London. 
Soon a deep trench had been dug around the city so 
that Canute’s men could control who went in and 
out. Before London was completely surrounded, 
Edmund managed to escape and �ed to Wessex to 
gather an army of his own.  

�e Battle of Sherston
As King, Edmund was now able to muster a 

supportive army and many battles with the Vikings 
followed to gain control of England. �e English 
defeated the Danes at Pen on the Somerset-Wiltshire 
border (known as Penselwood), at Brentford 
(London) and Otford (Kent).  After midsummer 
there was one particularly bloody and indecisive 
two-day battle at Sherston in Wiltshire, where a  local 
man called John Rattlebone fought on Edmund’s 
side against Canute. Although mortally wounded, 
Rattlebone simply clasped a stone tile to his side to 
staunch the �ow of blood and carried on �ghting, 
dying as the Danes retreated. Today, the Rattlebone 
Inn at Sherston is named in his honour, and in the 
church is a chest carved with the initials JB that is 
reputed to have held his armour. A weather-beaten 
Saxon �gure outside the church porch is believed by 
some to be the image of John Rattlebone, clutching 
a stone to his wound.  

It was during the Battle of Sherston that 
Edmund’s brother-in-law and supporter Edric 
Streona suddenly turned traitor and changed his 
allegiance to Canute. He viciously cut o� the head 
of a man named Osmear, whose face and hair were 
like King Edmund’s, held it up and declared ‘Oh, 
ye men of Dorsetshire, Devonshire and Wiltshire, 
�ee quickly; ye have lost your leader: Lo! Here I 
hold his head of your lord and king, Edmund. Flee 
with all speed!’  Believing that the king had been 
slain, the soldiers were terri�ed until they realised 
it was a trick, and that Edmund was still alive.  In 
spite of Edric’s support, Canute was unable to win 
the battle, and the Danes withdrew under cover 
of darkness and returned to London,  ‘slaying and 
burning whatsoever they overtook as their custom 
is,’ according to a contemporary report.  

On 18 October 1016 Canute �nally gained victory 
over Edmund at the Battle of Ashington. �e Danes 
with a smaller army were inferior in strength, but 
had greater determination to win. �e Anglo Saxon 
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Chronicle records that, ‘all the nobility of the 
English nation were destroyed’.  Unfortunately for 
Edmund, his army leader was the treacherous Edric 
Streona who severely weakened the English army’s 
morale and the battle was lost. Edric ‘betrayed his 
natural lord and all the people of England’, declares 
the Chronicle. ‘�ere had Canute the victory, 
though all England fought against him!’  Called the 
Battle of Assandune in the 11th century, Ashingdon 
in the Rochford district of Essex, south of the River 
Crouch, and Ashdon in north Essex both lay claim 
to being the battle site. �e ghostly moaning of 
dying soldiers has been heard at Ashingdon, and 
at Bloodstained Hill where the battle supposedly 
took place it was said that no grass would ever grow 
again (although today there is grass). At Woodham 
Mortimer near Ashingdon graves of Danish soldiers 
have been unearthed, and it is known that a church 
built by King Canute to commemorate his victory 
once stood in the neighbouring village of Hockley.  

Four years after the battle, Canute returned to 
Ashingdon, accompanied by Archbishop Wulfstan 
to consecrate a church ‘for the souls of the men 
who had been slain’. �e 13th century St Andrews 
Church stands on the site today.  After his defeat at 
the Battle of Ashingdon, King Edmund and his army 
retreated to Gloucestershire, but were soon followed 
by Canute. Legend has it that Edmund challenged 
Canute to single combat, believing that it would 
save unnecessary loss of life. �e con�ict was, after 
all, between the two of them over the crown. In the 
�ght to the death, the victor would become King of 
England.  Canute was much smaller in stature than 
Edmund, and realising that he could lose his life, 
suggested a peaceful solution instead. �e two met 
at Deerhurst in Gloucestershire on an island known 
as Olney, formed by the River Severn and Naight 
Brook. �e two kings sailed over from opposite 
sides in �shing boats, and negotiated a peace 
settlement, virtually dividing the country in half, 
with  Edmund keeping  the area known as Wessex, 
Essex East Anglia and London, while Canute ruled 
over the land north of the River �ames. It was 
agreed that whoever lived the longest would gain 
the territory of the other, and thereby rule the whole 
country. Florence of Worcester writes: ‘Afterwards, 
having exchanged presents of arms and robes, they 
separated’.   

 
On 30 November, less than six weeks after this 

agreement was made, Edmund died mysteriously 
in London or Oxford and Canute became King 
of all England.  �e cause of Edmund’s death is 
unrecorded. Canute’s supporters put about the 
story that Edmund died through illness, although 
inevitably there is suspicion that he was assassinated. 
Henry of Huntingdon wrote that Edmund ‘was 
treasonably slain’. �us it happened: one night, 
this great and good king having occasion to retire 
to the house for relieving the call of nature, the 

son of ealdorman Edric (Streona), by his father’s 
contrivance, concealed himself in the pit, and 
stabbed the king twice from beneath with a sharp 
dagger, and leaving the weapon �xed in his bowels, 
he made his escape. Edric then presented himself 
to Canute and saluted him saying, ‘Hail! �ou art 
the King of England!’ Having explained what had 
taken place, Canute replied, ‘For this deed I will 
exalt you, as it merits, higher than all the nobles of 
England’. He then commended that Edric should 
be decapitated and his head placed upon a pole on 
the highest battlement.

Edmund was buried at Glastonbury Abbey in 
Somerset, near his grandfather King Edgar, although 
his tomb was destroyed during the Dissolution of 
the Monasteries. After Edmund’s death, Canute 
sent Edmund’s two sons to Sweden with orders for 
them to be murdered but their lives were spared and 
they eventually found refuge in Hungary.   Another 
controversy surrounds Edmund to this day. An 
anonymous Elizabethan play called Edmund 
Ironside, telling the story of Edmund, Canute, 
and the traitorous nobleman Edricus, is believed 
to be an early work of William Shakespeare. �e 
manuscript, which is now in the British Museum 
but obtainable on line, is said to contain over 250 
words and phrases that appear for the �rst time 
in Shakespeare’s writings, and more than 600 rare 
words used by him... Some have even gone as far as 
to suggest that Edmund Ironside could be the �rst 
drama that Shakespeare wrote. But, like much of 
the real Edmund’s life, it’s a mystery lost in the mist 
of time.’ 

Grays of Sherston
Sherston’s MOT Centre

MOT’s servicing and repairs 

Honest advice you can trust

Now selling

and fitting tyres on site.

Call now for a quote or to book an 

appointment

Courtesy car available

01666 840728
Local Quality Car Care



14

          editorial@sherstoncliffhanger.co.uk.          01666 841405        Paper copy to Sherston Post Office Stores

Do you want to know

YOUR 
FAMILY HISTORY

Skeletons in the cupboard, 
convicts, statesmen, rich 

man, poor man,
 beggar man, thief?

We all have them and they 
are hiding there waiting to 

be found.

Let me find them for you.
Beryl Clampton

Call anytime:  01666 841201
                or   07850 623517
e-mail: beryl@clampton.com

PAWS FOR 
THOUGHT
PROFESSIONAL 
DOG WALKING 

AND MINDING SERVICE
Experienced in dog training 
and obedience. Also fully 

insured and knowledgeable 
in canine first aid
Please call Sophie 

Francis on 01666 840538 
(Sherston) for more 

information
Reference available on request

STANTON COMPUTER SERVICES
We come to you!

PC repairs

Upgrades

Installation of new hardware

Wired and wireless networking

Internet and email set up and coaching

Virus cleansing

Please call Nick Greene on 01666 837850
 Mobile 07887 721396

Email:  nick@computerfixer.org.uk

Small Ads

You can now advertise items for sale or wanted in the Cli�hanger including 

services required such as gardening or cleaning. Cost is £2 for up to 20 words. 

Copy should be in paper form and put through the letterbox at 37 High Street 

by the 15th of the month together with £2 in cash. All monies raised will be 

donated to charity. Private advertisers only please – no businesses.

 

  

Garage Sale October 16th/17th am only @ 8 High 
Street, Sherston
Ex CASA PUPO stock, ahead of Hilditch auction 
October 22nd. 
Floor rugs, bedspreads, ceramics, engraved glass, 
wall lights, cache pots, cabbage plates, etc. 
Possible valuable wedding or Christmas presents

On 27 March 2011 all residential households in 
the United Kingdom will be taking part in a census. 
Since 1801 a day has been chosen every ten years for 
this purpose (except in 1941 during the war). �e 
census provides an excellent source of information 
about the population. �is enables central and local 
government, health authorities and many other 
organisations to identify the need for housing, 
education, health and transport services for years to 
come.

Did you know that supermarkets use census 
statistics to work out the kind of foods they need to 
sell to keep local communities stocked up with their 
favourites? Water companies use the census data to 
plan the pipes for clean and wastewater – to make 
sure there’s enough for everyone. Fire brigades and 
the police use census data to help communities, 
putting �re alarms and crime prevention measures in 
speci�c areas. �e bene�ts are far-reaching.

�e census statistics also feed into the allocation of 
funding for local authorities and play a major part 
in identifying need for local services in communities, 
so it is crucial the population estimate is as accurate 
as possible. When the questionnaire envelope comes 
through the door you’ll easily recognise it by the 
purple 2011 Census logo. Take care of it. If, like 
many people, you want to complete the questionnaire 
online, your individual internet code is on the front 
of the questionnaire.

�e 2011 Census doesn’t want anyone to fall behind 
– so there is a wide range of help options available 
(such as language guidance booklets, large print 
format, Text Relay and census �eld sta� on hand, as 
well as online help and telephone call centres).

More information about the 2011 Census can be 
found at: www.census.gov.uk

2011 Census 
coming to a 
letterbox near you

�e next trip using the Cartmell Community 
minibus, kindly driven by Eric �acker, will take 
place on Saturday 23 October. For the �rst time a 
visit will be made over the Severn to the Wye valley 
stopping at Monmouth for lunch and shopping. 
�e scenery in the Wye valley should be spectacular 
at this time of year with the autumn colours at their 
best. �e bus departs Sherston High Street at 10.00 
am and returns at around 6.00 pm. �e cost is £8 
per person and places can be booked at Sherston 
Post O�ce Stores. Be sure to book early as the trips 
are increasing in their popularity. 

�ese trips are organised by the parish council 
and result from an initial project piloted in 
Sherston by Malmesbury and Villages Community 
Area Partnership - MVCAP. �e aim is to provide 
opportunities to visit places of interest at a 
reasonable price to which no local public transport 
is available. For more information on MVCAP visit 
www.mvcap.org.

Monmouth 
and the 
Wye Valley 
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THE ANCIENT ORDER OF SHERSTON MANGOLD HURLERS
All seems now set for this year’s event which looks 

like being a record breaker both in terms of teams 
entering and in the number of stalls attending.   

Members of the Sherston Order are very hopeful 
of seeing teams from other local villages once again 
enjoy mangold hurling. �ere’s still time to enter 
and we know full well there is still a small rump 
of former hurlers in Luckington itching to again 
enjoy the passion of gripping a root. �e Alderton 
Altercation of 1934 is surely well behind us now - 
well almost - so come on Luckington let’s bury the 
hatchet once and for all!

�e event takes place on Sunday 3 October from 
12 noon to 6pm at Sherston Village Hall and �eld. 
It also includes music from the Dodington Parish 
Band, stalls, Bar, BBQ, teas etc. Free entry and car 
parking. Mass free Agincourt Hurl at approx 12.37 
pm.   

Entry on the day £5 per team of 3 for the main 
competition and for the singles £1.  Free children’s 
Hurl.

All proceeds from the hurl go towards Sherston 
Village Hall and other local community groups 
helping with the organisation of the event 

In case you’re wondering what quite goes 
on at a Hurl please visit  www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0DBdltvoDrQ to view a somewhat 
disjointed video of last year’s event!   For further 
information on Mangold Hurling generally visit  
www.mangoldhurling.co.uk. Please also note that on 
Saturday 2nd October from 9pm in the Rattlebone 
Inn Sherston the somewhat infamous Anointment 
of the Normans by Mangold Maids past and present 
takes place. It is however strictly for over 16’s only 
due to the adult nature of the proceedings. Free 
entry. Musical entertainment from Gouldie

Yarp ! �e Keeper of the Quill.

Bill and Ben, aka  Martin  Rea and  Howard  Harding, digging Normans

Members of the Wiltshire Short Mat Bowls 
Association will be giving a free demonstration of their 
sport in the village hall next month. Sherston used to 
have a popular club a few years ago and it is hoped that 
if there is enough interest shown at the demonstration 
it can be revived. Elsewhere nearby there are clubs at 
Hullavington, Lea & Cleverton as well as Crudwell so 
there’s plenty of opportunity for local matches. Whilst 
most clubs tend to meet in the evenings particularly for 
league matches there’s no reason why social afternoon 
sessions can’t also be held. It’s certainly an excellent 
way to keep �t in good company.

You can �nd out more and bowl a bowl or two at the 
hall on Wednesday 3 November from 7.30pm. All are 
welcome and refreshments will be provided.

Try your hand
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Carpenters Arms
01666 840665

Curry Quiz Night Sun 4 Oct    
Live music night Wed 8 Oct  
Indian Night Wed 20 Oct  

£5 lunch specials Mon - Thurs during Oct 
Fish ‘n’ Chips take-aways    

Coffees, teas and homemade cakes every day at 11am
Boules league with evening lighting. 

Check boards for details of events

Martin Ward & Andy Walden 
Estate & Garden 

Maintenance Incl: 
Clearance work

Hedge & Grass Cutting
Any types of Fencing

Any Job Considered

Fully Insured
Competative Rates
Mobile 07810136778

Located 1/2 mile off junction 17 off M4 

ANTIQUE & COLLECTABLES AUCTIONEERS

• Regular Auctions of Antiques, Collectables, Toys, Sports Memorabilia 

&   General Items 

• Items marketed to a world wide audience via Live Online Bidding 

facilities at Selected Auctions 

• Free Auction Advice without obligation 

• Modern 5000sqft Auction Rooms 

• Valuations for Probate & Insurance 

• Full & Part House Clearances, Specialist collections & Single Items 

sold

01249 720888 
Westbrook Farm, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 5LH 

www.wessexauctionrooms.co.uk 

  For the Widest Range of Bedding,  

Hanging Basket & Patio Plants in the Area 

Herbaceous Perennials  & Alpines 

Vegetable and Herb Plants 

 Foxley Road, Malmesbury  

Tel: 822171 www.foxleyroadnurseries.co.uk 

    

FOXLEY  ROAD  NURSERIES  

About �fty people attended the Malmesbury and the 
Villages Community Area Partnership’s (M&VCAP) 
Transport event held at Malmesbury Town Hall on 
Wednesday 8th September. 

Exhibitors and speakers included representatives 
from First Great Western, National Express, 
Community First and Tisbus along with local 
transport providers including Andybus and Abbey 
Taxis.

An open forum allowed the public to discuss 
their transport needs, ask questions and make 
recommendations. Among the issues raised were 
the route of the Malmesbury town bus service; 
evening and Sunday public transport; village services; 
transport services to meet the needs of young 
people; bus services to Tetbury; services to the Royal 
United Hospital, Bath; and a�ordable transport for 
shopping/leisure. 

M&VCAP are now working through all the points 
raised to identify what they can do and who they can 
work in partnership with to help resolve the problems 
identi�ed. For more information about this event or 
to let M&VCAP know about your transport concerns 
visit their website at  www.mvcap.org.uk

Transport for You 
2010
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C.J.GOUGH

PAINTER & 

DECORATOR

41 The Tarters, 
Sherston,

Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire 

SN16 0NT

Telephone: 

01666 841003

Computer Problems?
At Home or Business

We Come To You

Fast Professional Service from 

Microsoft Qualified Staff

Silverchart 
Systems Ltd

www.silverchart.co.uk

Call us now: 01666 840531

E: office@silverchart.co.uk
Anti-Virus /Anti-Spam/Parental 

Control Software

Fault Diagnosis & Repair

Broadband Internet & Email Setup

Friendly & Helpful Advice

FACTORY฀SALE฀
&฀OPEN฀DAY

Puzzles make perfect  
Christmas presents.

Come along and see how  
they are made and grab yourself  

a bargain for Christmas!

Saturday 23rd October 
10am - 1.30pm

Pinkney, Nr Sherston
Tel: 01666 840033 
www.jigsaws.co.uk

Don’t worry if you miss our open day. Come along anytime 
between 9 - 5pm to pick up our latest catalogue.

Forest Green Rovers F.C., The New Lawn, Smiths Way, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0FG

FOREST GREEN ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB

OCTOBER 
at The New Lawn

Thursday 7th - k.o. 7.45pm

GRIMSBY TOWN
Saturday 16th - k.o. 3pm 

F.C. HISTON
Saturday 30th - k.o. 3pm

YORK CITY

Admission Prices:
Adults:  £15 Seated   £13 Standing

Conc:  £10 Seated   £8 Standing

ALL KIDS £2
 (under 16 years of age)

For further details on any of 
these or future fi xtures call 

01453 834860
www.forestgreenroversfc.com

www.fgrtrust.com

Bring a Mate -
Double the Gate!

Good day sports fans, we are glad to report that 
the �rst team has had a good start to the season 
with three wins out of three and the reserves have 
played three and won one, which is good under the 
conditions that Matt Neal, who is the new reserve 
team manager, has been working. �ere have been 
the usual issues about availability of players which 
you get at the start of anything new with football 
teams, but you watch this space and see if they don’t 
start to win a few more from now on. �e �rst team 
has had the same line-up pretty much as last year 
but for a Malmesbury lad by the name of Wayne 
Kibble, who when we �rst ran a kids’ team was 
bigger than half the adults and who is now  as big 
and round as he is tall. Knocker is now plying his 
trade with the reserves and they say when he gets his 
boots on the right feet he may be quite good. ‘Ting 
tong’ has developed a few moves from his time in 
the orient and Trim Bourne has been practicing his 
Freddie Mercury impressions for the end of season 
do. On the pitch the goals have been coming thick 
and fast from the usual suspects. Andy Wicks who 
for someone who resembles a beer barrel is a joy 
to watch on the ball. Also Ed Wilkins is scoring 
for fun and he will be in double �gures in fewer 

Football than �ve games I predict. �e reserves have a few 
shining stars coming through the ranks with the 
Pike brothers and young Rob Collier looking good. 
Also Matt’s son Adam who, on the pitch, is a player 
mature beyond his years.

We have also started a veterans team who play 
their �rst game on 3 October on an arti�cial pitch 
with two linesmen and a referee! I think a few of the 
OAFs are panicking a bit, but don’t worry boys, the 
ambulance is on standby and hospital beds have been 
booked (and for some of you two beds will be pushed 
together with blocks underneath). But seriously 
now chaps we need to sort out who is available and 
who is not, and there 
is also I am afraid a 
£20 charge for the �rst 
lot of games. So if we 
could get one of your 
gang to contact me on 
07912 777647 we can 
sort it out. Also any 
old timers out there 
wanting to play once 
a month need to call 
quickly.

�ank you once 
again for all your 
support you all know 
who you are.  

by Pete Brock

Russ 
Greenman 

Countryside 
Management

FENCING                               

DRY STONE WALLING       

FORESTRY                      

PADDOCK CARE 

CALL RUSS ON                    

07588 44 44 19
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Sherston �nished the Saturday League season 
with a disappointing home defeat by 4 wickets to a 
relegated Andoversford. Before the game Sherston 
knew that a good result could see them �nish in a 
reputable fourth position in the league but a heavy 
defeat could see Andoversford remarkably avoid 
relegation and Sherston replace them in the drop 

Sherston Cricket
Disappointing end

Andoversford

Andy Wilshaw  b Alan Dickenson    32
Alec Cerrone LBW b Ollie Moore    2 
Alex Jennings  b Richard Cartwright    36 
Jon Wilkinson + ct Kevin Smith b Richard Cartwright    6
Darryl Phillips Not Out    37 
Rick Cerrone ct Richard Cartwrightb  Richard Cartwright    5 
Chris Baxter *    b Richard Cartwright   0
Andy Todd  Not Out   7 
Extras  ( 2lb  9w  )   11  

Total  (6 wickets, 26.4 overs)   136

  

Bowling   O M R W

Andrew Tremellen 6 0 34 0

Ollie Moore  8 0 32 1

Richard Cartwright 7.4 1 43 4

Alan Dickenson  5 0 25 1

Bowling   O M R W

Rick Cerrone 10 2 21 2

Andy Todd 5 0 23 0

Alex Jennings 10 3 25 3

Alec Cerrone 10 0 34 2

Tony Newcombe 5 0 21 1

Sherston Magna CC - 1st XI
Phil Du�ell ct Rob Cerrone b Rick Cerrone    1
Phil Cavey ct Andy Todd b Alec Cerrone    32
James Harmer    b Alec Cerrone    45
Richard Cartwrightct Alec Cerroneb  Alex Jennings    3
Matt Goodwin ct Andy Todd b Tony Newcombe   7
Chris Lovell LBW b Alex Jennings    1
David Fitch-Peyton    b Alex Jennings    0
Alan Dickenson Not Out  21
Andrew Tremellen * ct Andy Wilshaw b Rick Cerrone    2
Ollie Moore run out   5
Kevin Smith + Not Out  0
Extras  ( 8b  3lb  6w  1nb  )    18 
Total  (9 wickets, 40 overs)   135 

zone. �e amazingly di�erent scenarios were due to 
six teams (only 1 point between all six teams at the 
end of the season) having almost identical records 
before the �nal games of the season. Sherston knew 
that 5 bonus points would be enough to avoid 
relegation and as is often the case that is all they 
achieved . �ere were few highlights for Sherston in 
the game other than the  good batting partnership 
between Phil Cavey (32) and James Harmer (45) and 
Richard Cartwright’s 4 for 43 with the ball, which 
earned valuable bonus points.

Batting

 Games Innings Runs Not Outs  Average Highest score

Phil Cavey 6 6 156 2 39.0 40*

Alan Dickenson 9 8 148 4 37.0 25*

James Harmer 13 13 396 1 33.0 84

Phil Du�ell 10 10 276  27.6 69

Matt Goodwin 6 6 88 2 22.0 38

Richard Cartwright 11 11 237  21.5 38

Andy Tremellen 13 11 121 5 20.2 47

Jed Pitman 7 7 94 1 15.7 27

Ollie Moore 7 6 53 2 13.3 26

Chris Lovell 6 4 51  12.8 43

David Fitch-Peyton 6 5 41  8.2 16

Kev Smith 10 3 0 2 0.0 0

Charlie Green 5 1 0  0.0 0

 Quali�cation 5 games

Sherston Magna Saturday League Averages

Bowling

 Games Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average Best

Alan Dickenson 10 78 16 257 15 17.1 10-2-27-3

Richie Cartwright 11 55.1 7 243 11 22.1 10-2-27-4

James Harmer 14 44 6 221 9 24.6 8-0-59-3

Ollie Moore 8 70.2 11 251 10 25.1 9.2-1-35-3

Andrew Tremellen 14 117 21 420 15 28.0 10-1-24-3

Charlie Green 5 25 3 105 3 35.0 7-2-26-2

 Quali�cation 5 games

Catches

  Games Catches

Kev Smith  11 9 (+1 stumping)

Alan Dickenson  10 9

Richard Cartwright  11 6

James Harmer  14 3

Matt Goodwin  6 3

Andrew Tremellen  14 2

Jed Pitman  8 2

Chris Lovell  6 2

Phil Cavey  6 2

David F-Peyton  6 2

Miles Edmeston  2 2

Phil Du�ell  11 1

Ollie Moore  8 1

 Quali�cation 6 games

Cotswold and District Cricket Association Division 1 Final Table

 Pld won lost canx abdn Bat Bowl Pts Ave 
Adlestrop 18 12 2 4 0 59 58 237 16.93
Great Rissington  18 10 3 4 1 50 54 204 15.69
Oakridge CC 18 7 6 4 1 45 51 166 12.77
N.A.T.’s CC 18 6 7 4 1 49 42 151 11.62
Williamstrip CC 18 7 6 4 1 35 42 147 11.31
Chedworth CC 18 6 7 4 1 47 36 143 11
Cricklade CC 18 6 7 4 1 36 46 142 10.92
Sherston Magna  18 6 7 4 1 40 41 141 10.85
Andoversford CC 18 6 7 4 1 38 40 138 10.62
South Cerney CC 18 0 14 4 0 16 32 48 3.43
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Creative Hairdressing has fully qualified and experienced 
stylists in all hair lengths and styles, both modern and 

traditional.

Come and join us for that creative experience so we can 
create that individual look for you.

For more information or to book an appointment contact

Creative Hairdressing,
3 Market Place,

Tetbury,
01666 502949

www.creativehairdressing.co.ukGHD

Foxley Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boiler Installation, Servicing and Repairs
Oil Tank Replacement

Heating Installation and Repairs
Bathroom Installations

Unvented Cylinder Systems
No Job Too Small

        Tim Hibbard
            Malmesbury (01666) 822863 
            Mobile 07966 462202

                Email   foxleyph@btinternet.com

Barn 
Marq

Reclamation 
& Recycling 

Centre
North End Ind. Estate 

Luckington
01666 840321

Timber - Tiles

sTone- blocks

eTc

  Philippa Jayne’s
Cupcakes

Sherston
North Wiltshire
07825 206294

Philippa.Jaynes.Cupcakes
@hotmail.co.uk

www.philippajaynescupcakes.com

Useful Numbers
BT fault line    0800 800151

CLARENCE (Highway complaints)  0800 232323

Cllr John �omson  01666 840785

Malmesbury Activity Zone 01666 822533

Malmesbury Library 01666 823611

Malmesbury Police 0845 4087000

Malmesbury  Primary Care Trust 01666 825825

Malmesbury Secondary School  01666 829700

Malmesbury Youth Centre 0799 0908550

MP James Gray 01249 652851

NHS Direct 0845 4647

Sherston Parish Council 01666 840351

Sherston Post Office 01666 840202

Sherston School  01666 840237

Sherston Village Hall (bookings) 01666 840633

Tolsey Surgery 01666 840270

Wiltshire Council 0300 4560100

AMAZING SHOES FOR HOME, 
SCHOOL, PARTY AND PLAY

Stockist of Start-Rite, Buckle  My Shoe, 
Geox and many more.Baby to Euro 43. 

Why trail the High Street when you can visit us instead.

5a Church Street, Sherston, Wiltshire, SN16 0LR
Telephone: 01666 841 346
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Footpaths group
�e group has published the booklet ‘Sherston Walks - a new 
guide to local rights of way’, featuring 9 local walks and is 
now on sale at the post o�ce. If you would like to learn more 
about the footpath group and perhaps take part in some of its 
activities please come along to the next meeting on Wed 20 
Oct at 7.30 pm in the village hall.
For further information contact Maggie McKenna on 841047 or

maggie.mckenna@harriespartnership.com

Malmesbury Area Board Meeting
�e next meeting will be on Wed 10 Nov 6.30 for 7pm at 
Brinkworth Earl Danby’s Primary School. 
For more details see www.wiltshire.gov.uk/areaboards

Malmesbury Netball Club 
We welcome new players of any ability as we would like to 
promote the sport and provide an opportunity for people to 
get �tter and meet new people. We have a Level 2 coach and 
endless support from the Wiltshire Netball Development 
O�cer, Sophie Warner. Every �ursday at 7pm, £3 per 
session, payable at the front desk at the Activity Zone, 
Malmesbury. 
For further details contact Tahiti on tahitivanrooyen@gmail.com

Malmesbury & Villages Community Partnership
Next steering group meeting Mon 15 Nov. All meetings to be 
held in the Orangery, Kings Arms Hotel, Malmesbury at 7pm 
unless otherwise noti�ed. Venue and times may vary therefore 
please feel free to contact me beforehand if you wish to attend. 
Sue Webb 824620  Email:  dennis.webb01@virgin.net 

Malmesbury Rangers
Girls over 14 years meet every 2nd �urs in the month – 
14 Oct 2010. Further details from Helen Price 503187 or  
retreatcottage17@btinternet.com

Parish Council Meeting 
Takes place on the 2nd �ursday each month at 7.30pm in the 
village hall- �urs 14 Oct. Minutes of meetings can be read 
online at www.sherston.org.uk.  
Further details contact Sarah Wood on 840351 or  
clerk@sherston.org.uk

Patchwork & Quilting Classes
1st �ursday of each month from 10am - 2pm in �e British 
Schoolroom – 7 Oct. 
Further details from Anne Chapman on 01249 782842.

Senior Club
Meets at 2.30pm in the British School Room every other 
Tuesday – 5 and 19 Oct. 

For further details contact Cyril Hoskin on 841143

Sherston 1016
Fundraising for local good causes and charities. 
For further details, contact Eric �acker on 841344 or email  
eric.thacker@yahoo.co.uk

Sherston Badminton Club
We play every Tuesday evening from 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall from September to May.

For more information contact Ray Clifton on 840592.

Holy Cross Church
�e Coffee Shop - Fair Trade tea and coffee with homemade 
cakes. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and �ursday mornings from 
May to October    
Sunday services
Oct: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist (17 
Oct Family Service); 6pm Evensong (17 Oct  Evening Holy 
Communion) 
Licensing and Installation of Rev. Christopher Bryan as the 
new priest in charge of the Gauzebrook group of parishes Mon 
11 Oct 7.30pm at the Church of the Holy Cross followed by 

refreshments in the village hall.

Congregational Church
Services each Sunday 11am - 12.00 noon  
For further details see the Parish Life or phone 07778 934742

Methodist Church
Services every Sunday at 10.30am apart from 3rd Sunday in 
the month when service is held at Luckington. 
For further details contact Cyril Hoskin on 841143 or see the 
Parish Life

Gauzebrook Junior Church
Every 2nd and 5th Sunday each month in Sherston or 
Hullavington, joining the adult service at the end for 
Holy Communion. Next:  10 Oct 11am Court House 
Hullavington and 31 Oct 10.30am Sherston - Rattlebone 
Skittle Alley
Please contact Sarah Slarke on 07971 090740 
for any further information

Ancient Order of Sherston Mangold Hurlers
Why not join us and discover the joys of mangold hurling and 
all its traditions?  
For further information email ebeplaced@aol.com. 

‘Busy Hands’ Pre-school
Meets 9.15-11.45 everyday in the village hall for 3 - 5 year 
olds. Further details call 841118

Charity Bingo
In aid of a di�erent local charity each month. Fri 15 Oct 7.30 
for 8pm start in the village hall. 50p entry and 30p a book. 
Light refreshments available.

Church bell ringing
Practices are every Wednesday 7.30 - 9.00pm. 
Call Geo� Martin 840375 or come along.

Clem’s Club
Clem invites ‘cheerful chaps for a chair and a chat’ in the British 
School Room every other Tuesday 2.30 – 4pm  12 and 26 Oct.  
Donations to BSR expenses collected each week.

Eudo Tae Kwon Do 
Juniors every Tuesday at 3.15pm and Seniors �ursdays 7-9pm 
both in Sherston primary school hall.
Abby Lees-Smith 510125 or email  info@eudotkd.co.uk or see the 

website  www.eudotaekwondo.co.uk

Groups and Regular Events in Sherston
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Sherston Boules and Carnival 2011
Please come forward and be part of the committee for 2011 – 
we are looking for a new chairperson. Any new ideas and o�ers 
of help in planning or just on the day gratefully received. For 
more details contact the secretary Gwen Knight on 840731 or  
mommaknight@hotmail.com

Sherston Brownies
Meet every Wed during term time 6.15-7.30pm in the Scout 
Hut. All girls are welcome to join after their 7th birthday, but 
there is a waiting list. If you’re interested, please contact Snowy 
Owl (Liz Walker) on 840216 for more details.

1st Sherston Cub Scout Pack
Membership of the Cub Pack is open to those between 8 and 
10 ½ years old. �e Pack has regular meetings on Friday nights 
in term times from 6.30pm to 8.00pm. 
�ere is a waiting list for Cubs, and those interested should 
contact Ray Sneddon-Jenkins to obtain an application form – 

raysneddonj@gmail.com 

1st Sherston (John Rattlebone) 
Scout Troop 
Is open to young people from the village and surrounding 
parish from the ages of 10 ½ to 13 ½.  We meet at the Scout 
Hut on Tuesday nights from 7.00pm to 9.00pm during school 
term times. To join contact Mark Sparrow on 840983 or 
e-mailmark@scorranstone.co.uk   

�ere is currently have a small waiting list to join.

Sherston Whitewall Explorers 
You don’t need to have previously been a member of Scouts or 
Guides to join us, just be aged between 13 ½  and 18 and free 
between 8.30 and 10pm on a Friday night during term time; 
for further information please contact Darren Walsh - 841043 

or Ewan Blair –840096 – whitewallexplorers@googlemail.com  

Sherston FC
�e club play in the Stroud league at Knockdown Park on 
Saturday afternoons - spectators and new players welcome. 
For more details contact Pete Brock on 07912 777647 or  
peter.brock666@btinternet.com

SHOCC – Sherston’s Occasional 
Community Choir 
Will meet again every Wednesday 7.30 – 9.30pm for 6 weeks 
from 6 Oct in the British School Rooms. All-ages welcome 
from 10yrs. Mainly unison vocals plus a little two, and four-
part, harmony. (Non-singers also needed for refreshments and 
admin.) Musical Director Nicki Heenen 840883 or  nicki.
heenen@btinternet.com  Secretary Jill Woodward on email  
jillwoodward222@btinternet.com 

Sherston Ladies’ Swimming Club 
�e club is recruiting new members in September for 
swimming at Westonbirt Leisure on Wednesday evenings from 
8 – 9.30pm. £38 for 15 weeks, open to any ladies, of any 
swimming standard, from Sherston and surrounding area. 
To join, please phone Annabel on 840592 or Maggie on 840969.

Sherston Living Churchyard
�e last tidying up session in the Living Churchyard for 
2010 will be on Sat 2 Oct at 10am. To resume next April. For 
further details please contact Sue Robinson on 841263 or by email  
jimandsue4@btinternet.com

Sherston Martial Arts Club
Bujinkan Budo Taijutsu. Traditional Samurai Jujutsu and 
Ninjutsu. Ages 13 and up, every �ursday night in the Scout 
Hut 7pm. For further information contact Gary Liddington 

07779349115 or  Gary@budotaijutsu.co.uk

Sherston Tennis Club
Sherston Tennis Club play on two hard courts o� Knockdown 
Rd. Fees for the 2009/10 are: Family £80, Adult £45, Senior 
citizen £20, Junior (18 and under) £15. For more information, 
please contact the club secretary, Ashley Stopforth, on 840825. 
Two club sessions are now up and running, ALL club members 
are warmly welcomed:
Tuesday evenings 7pm onwards - contact Belinda Robinson on 
840316 
Friday afternoons 1pm onwards - contact Helen McLeish on 
840992
Children’s Tennis Coaching started again in September. 
For further details contact Helen McLeish on 840992 or  

helen.mcleish@ukonline.co.uk  

Sherston �eatre Club
Excursions with a Sherston High Street-to-venue return coach 
service. Annual fee £20. 
Listings under www.communigate.co.uk/wilts/sherstontheatreclub/ 

or contact Helen Quirk on 840516 or  Hjquirk@aol.com

Sherston Toddler and Baby Group
�e group is a fun way for children and their parents to meet 
and play. We meet at 10am each Tuesday in the Scout Hut. 
Further details contact Alex on 841095 or 
alex@sticky�ngerscookery.co.uk

Sherston Village Hall
Available for hire by all. Ideal for meetings, events, parties etc. 
For details contact the bookings o�cer Julia Nichols on
840633 or julia.nichols@btinternet.com

Sherston W.I.
Meet on the �rst �ursday of each month at 7.30pm in the 
village hall – 7 Oct. 
Further details contact Maureen Jolli�e on 840867

Sherston Young Craft Group
Every Monday 6.45 – 8.15pm in the village hall (children 
9 years and over). £3 (incl all materials) per evening paid in 
advance of each half term. To join, please contact Victoria Parish 

on 840 071 or email  vparish@btinternet.com

Splash Dance 
Dance classes for 2 to 12 year olds including ballet, modern 
and tap. Every Wednesday afternoon in the village hall. Prices 
are £35 per term with the �rst lesson free. 
For more details contact Charlotte on 01453 886632 or email  

charlotte@splashdance.co.uk.

Village Hall 200+ Club
Monthly draw prizes ranging from £11 down to £5 for a £6 
annual stake, plus a quarterly £5 bonus for 7 non-winners.
If any new members of the village would like to join, contact 
either Mary Goulding on 840794, Joyce Gleed 840744 or Gwen 
Mason 840660.

Whist Drive
A whist drive is held in the village hall on the second Friday 
in the month, Fri 8 Oct  7.30 for 7.45pm. Admission £1.50 
including refreshments. All pro�ts to help maintain the village 
hall. Further details from G. Mason, M. Goulding and J. Gleed.

If you run a club, society or organisation in Sherston 
that holds regular events such as the above and wishes 
to be listed, please supply your details and we will add 
them to the Regular events list. If you have a particular 
event then please write a short piece about it and we can 
include it as an article and put the details in the What’s 
On list for that month.



Sherston
�e Carpenter’s Arms
Curry Quiz Night Sun 4 Oct    
Live music Night Wed 8 Oct 
Indian night Wed 20 Oct
£5 lunch specials Mon - �urs during Oct 
Fish ‘n’ Chips take-aways 
Further details contact 840665 

�e Rattlebone Inn
Live Music from Bob Boules Fri 29 Oct  
Halloween Party Sat 30 Oct
Face painting from 4pm, BBQ from 5pm, 
Carved Pumpkin Competition 6pm, Children’s 
and adult fancy dress, Sian’s alcoholic and non- 
alcoholic ‘Smoking’ Drinks and live music 
Sunday night is pizza night Martyn’s homemade 
pizzas every Sunday 
Check boards for details of more events 
Further details contact 840871 or
www.therattlebone.co.uk

Ancient Order of Sherston 
Mangold Hurlers
Anointment of the Normans
Sat 2 Oct 9pm  Free entry to the preparations of 
the sacred Normans for the hurl.  Not suitable 
for under 16s Rattlebone Inn 
Further details contact 840871 or  
eat@therattlebone.co.uk

WHAT’S ON
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What’s on in 2010 – 
Dates for your diary
October  See below

November
3      Short Mat Bowls Evening 

6  1016 Fireworks Party

December
10   Anglo Saxon Christmas Market

If you’re planning a community event in the parish 
why not let the Cli�hanger have the basic details as 
soon as possible? 
Email  info@sherstoncli�hanger.co.uk to add the 
event to this list. Everyone will then know what’s 
occurring in good time and it will help prevent 
events clashing. 

Annual Mangold Hurl
Sun 3 Oct from 12 noon - 5pm at the village hall 
and �eld.  Bar, music, barbecue, and stalls. To 
book a stall please contact Margot Holland on 
841019 or email mplholland@btinternet.com 
To enter a team, call Paul Ormiston 840694 or  
pa.ormiston@homecall.co.uk

Harvest Supper
Sun 3 Oct immediately after the Harvest service 
at 6pm  BYO drink - bring and share supper - 
see church board for food to bring.  £4 Church 
of the Holy Cross. Tickets on sale at PO or the 
church 

Senior Club Autumn Sale
Tuesday 19 Oct 2.30pm in the British School 
Rooms. Entry free, various stalls - bring and buy, 
bric a brac, nearly new, books, Christmas gifts 
and ra�e etc. Refreshments available.

Sherston Drama Group
Half- term Pantomine: Sleeping Beauty
Wed 27 - Sat 30 Oct.  Please contact Richard 
should you want to help out back stage or front 
of house. Early October tickets go on sale at the 
Post O�ce or from Richard Ske�ngton 840092 
or richard.ske�ngton@virgin.net

Sherston, Hullavington and 
Malmesbury WEA courses
Social history with Dinah Starkey: what happened locally 
after the Black Death up to the Reformation  6 week course 
starting Fri 18 Sep £42.50  Followed by a 4 week literature 
course: ‘�e Fiction of Dickens’ by John Chambers £28 
Fridays 10-12am  Sherston Village hall 
Saturday day school: International Rivalry - the drift to War
9 Oct 10.30-4.30 £15 incl hot drinks £6 optional bu�et 
Hullavington Village Hall 
�e Great Western Railway - 
8 week course by Michael Turner
Mon evenings 7.30-9.15pm starting 11 Oct £49.50 
Malting Hall, Town Hall Malmesbury 
�e Culture of the Late Roman Empire 
Fri 15 Oct for 8 weeks 10am - 12noon £49.50  
British School Room
Literature course with John Chambers
�urs 4 Nov for 4 weeks at 10am £28 Hullavington Village Hall
Further details contact David or Muriel Bridge on 502729 or  
bridge.de@virgin.net

Pinkney Park
Wentworth Jigsaws - Open Day & Factory 
Sale Sat 23 Oct from 10am to 2pm  

Further details contact 840033 or  www.jigsaws.co.uk
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Luckington
Luckington Gift Night
 Fri 15 Oct at Luckington Community School from 7 to 

10pm.  �is is the 7th year running that the event has been 

held and once again there will be lots of fantastic stalls 

selling bags, books, Phoenix cards, crafts, jewellery, tasty 

foods and wines and much more. Tickets £4 (£5 on the 

night) from Luckington Community School or Post O�ce.  

For further details contact Mary Hinton on 07779 299224 

Westonbirt   
�e Arboretum
Nature’s ‘Fireworks’ Autumn glory 

During October entry prices increase slightly - 

Normal Admission £8 adult /£7 concs/ £3 chd under 5s 

free

Walks: Autumn Fruits and berries Sat 9 Oct 11am - 1pm

Family events: Seed spectacular 2-3 Oct ; 

Autumnal highlights: fun hands-on children’s activities 

both free after admission; Fungi fun Sat 16 Oct 10.30-

12.30/2-4pm £5 

Charity events:

Help for Heroes fund-raiser Sun 24 Oct and 

FOWA Christmas Fair Sun 31 Oct  

Workshops: Digital Photography Course - Beginners 

Fri 8 Oct 10.30 - 3.30 £50 contact Graham Light 01285 

653069 or  consult@abbey-studios.co.uk or 

www.abbeyphotoschool.co.uk for further details  

Make a Windsor Chair 

Mon 4-Sat 9 Oct and 11-16 Oct 

Paul Hayden on 01373 836051 

Photography with Sarah Howard 

16,23,24,30,31 Oct  £125 

sarah@sarahhowardphotography.com  

Specialist wood sales in aid of FOWA Every 2nd Sunday 

in the month 10am -1pm  Admission £8 adult /£7 concs/ 

£3 chd under 5s free  (27-30 Aug £10/£9)

Further details contact 880220 or  

www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt

Westonbirt School and the Holford Trust 
House & Gardens
School Open day Sat 9 Oct 9.30-12.30

Autumn Lecture: entrepreneur Jamie Murray Wells 

Fri 15 Oct 7.30pm. Free. 

Post lecture supper £15 - booking essential  

Further details contact 880333 or for the gardens Jo 

Egerton on joanne_egerton@hotmail.com or 

www.westonbirt.gloucs.sch.uk and www.holfordtrust.com 

for the gardens

Doughton
Highgrove Garden Tours
Individual tickets £15 on tours this Autumn and Spring    

Further details contact 020 7766 7310 or  

www.highgrovegardens.com

Tetbury
Cotswold AONB Dry Stone Walling 
Competition
Sun 3 Oct at Prestons Folly, Broad�eld Farm. Four 

Classes: Professional, Amateur, Novice, Beginners Pairs.  

�e Draw for stints takes place at 8.45am and the Prize 

Presentation is at approximately 4.30pm.

Further details contact Contact 01451 862000 or  

info@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk  for an application form or 

www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk

�e 8th Tetbury Music Festival
Daily concerts & performances 
�ur 30 Sep - Sun 3 Oct    £7 - £22 

Various locations in Tetbury 

Box o�ce: Tourist Information centre or 07765 218270 or  

www.tetburymusicfestival.org.uk

Events in aid of Wiltshire Air Ambulance
Horseless team event and Badminton Fun Run 
Sun 3 Oct 11am    

Further details contact Melanie Gee 0845 1221423 or  

www.wiltshireairambulance.co.uk/events.htm

Malmesbury
Malmesbury Abbey Music Society
Final concert this season: An evening of Chopin with Piers 

Lane by Adrian Partington of Gloucester Cathedral  Sat 9 

Oct 7.30pm 

Tickets from the Abbey or David Barton 824924

Music in the Night
Music from Operas and �eatre: Tim Pitman and Rebecca 

Robinson

Fri 8 Oct 7.30pm £10  Malmesbury Town Hall. Bar by 

Sherston Wine Company  

Further details contact tickets from Sherston Post O�ce or 

01249 890327 

Embroiderers’ Guild Exhibition of work
Flights of Fancy - celebrating Eilmer’s 1000 year 

anniversary

Town Hall Gallery 12-30 Oct Free admission    

Wotton-Under-Edge
�e Electric Picture House

A refurbished local cinema run by the community  �is 

month: Marmaduke, Metropolis, �e Girl who Played with 

Fire,�e Illusionist, Tinkerbell & the Great Fairy Rescue, Toy 

Story 3  check website for  details

Tickets available in advance from Cuzuns Wotton High Street 

or the Cinema or book online 

Further details contact 01453 844601 or  www.wottoneph.co.uk

Nailsworth
Forest Green Rovers F.C.
Home matches:Tues 7 Oct 7.45pm v Grimsby Town, Sat 16 

Oct 3pm v Histon and  Sat 30 Oct 3pm v York City    
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Adults £15/£13, Concessions £10/£8, under 16s £2

�e New Lawn Forest Green Nailsworth 

Further details contact 01453 834860 or  www.

forestgreenroversfc.com
 

Bath
�eatre Royal
Room on the Broom Sat 2-Sun 3 Oct  - Musical adventure 

suitable for 3 years +  11am and 1.30pm  £10

Enron Tues 5 - Sat 9 Oct 7.30pm £15.50-£33.50

�riller – Live Mon 11- Sun 16 Oct  

�e Duenna - English Touring Opera 

Mon 18 - Tues 19 Oct £21-35 

Ben Hur  Fri 29-Sun 31Oct £9.50 - £18.50 

Book ahead for:  Blithe Spirit; Monty Python’s Spamalot; 

Seven Brides for Seven Brothers

£17.50-£35 Further details contact 01225 448844 or  

www.theatreroyal.org.uk

Cheltenham
�e Cheltenham Literature Festival 2010
Varied programme of talks and events featuring 
all types of literature
8-17 Oct  - booking open now Ten days, 450 events, 

everyone from literary legends to big screen stars  Average 

£8-15 Various locations in Cheltenham 

Further details contact 0844 579 8970 or  

www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/literature

Rural Skills Courses 
in the Cotswolds

Various courses in preserving ancient local skills, including: 

Green woodworking –Wooden Tool Making 2-3 Oct £105 

Northleach 

Please contact us on 01451 862000 to check availability of 

courses before booking or email  

david.molloy@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk  or  

www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/?page=cotswolds-rural-skills

Wiltshire Business Club
�e Wiltshire Business Club meets on the 3rd Wednesday 
of every month from 6pm to 7.30pm at the Rose & Crown 
in Lea, Malmesbury SN16 9PA – next meeting Wed 20 
Oct. �e purpose of this club is to bring together Wiltshire 
businesses so that they can help each other to �nd new 
customers both from within the network and introductions 
from outside. Members of the same types of business can 
join and work together. A not for pro�t organization with 
free membership and only a charge of £10 per meeting to 
cover the cost of food at the meetings. 
See www.wiltsbizclub.co.uk  for more details.

FREE LOAN CARS AVAILABLE 

Life Changing innovation

The Old Cake House, The Dairy, 
Pinkney Park, Sherston,  Malmesbury

Wiltshire  SN16 0NX

MAN FOR 
ALL SEASONS

Will undertake 
all house/garden 

maintenance
no job too small

From
Cutting hedges, 

weeding the garden 
& Cutting down trees

to
painting & small jobs 

in the house

all machinery provided
- log splitter available

01666 825463


