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Chair: Cllr Tanya Burgess 
 

DRAFT AND UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF SHERSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 9th January 2025 @ 7.30pm, The North Building, Sherston  

  
Present  
Cllrs Tanya Burgess (TB), Ben Smee (BS), Nigel Freeth (NF), Mike Tarrant (MT), Gail Whale (GW), Denise 
Gibson (DG), Philip Blick (PB), Clerk Jayne Curtis (JC), PC = Parish Council. 
 
Attendees: 5 
 
1. Apologies for absence  

Council to receive apologies for absence for approval. 
Martin Smith (MS), Andy Tremellen (AT), Matthew Wofinden-England (MWE) 

 
2. Declarations of interest 

Members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items in accordance with the requirements 
of the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
PB during the meeting declared a Declaration of Interest on a Planning Application. 

 
3. Minutes 

To confirm and sign as a correct record the minutes of Sherston Parish Council Meetings held on 12th 
December 2024. 
Approved. 

 
4. Exclusion of the Press and Public.  

To agree any items to be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) has been excluded under 
Standing Order 3.D. 

 
5. Co-Option 

• Members to consider any Co-Option requests. 

• One application received. 
Gerard Joynson introduced himself and put himself forward to become a Parish Councillor.  
Approved. 

 
6. Clerks Report 

• Members to receive a written report from the Clerk – It became known at 5pm on Thursday 11th 
January 2025 there was a software problem with the shared folder which was reported to the software 
company to resolve. Hence emails had not been received. On receipt of this report, once this software 
issue had been fixed, if there were any queries, it was requested to send an email to Clerk/Chair. On 
this basis if no queries were received it would be considered approved. 
 

7. Lime Down 
An updated presentation on Lime Down was presented to the PC by Richard Skeffington. The SoCC 
has to explain how the community will be consulted, which will include presentations in village halls, on-
line events, and most importantly the Preliminary Environmental Impact Report (PEIR). Sherston’s 
“information event” will be in the Village Hall on Friday 7 February, 14.30 to 19.30. The event will also 
be held in Hullavington, Grittleton, Corsham, Malmesbury, Luckington, Seagry and Melksham, but 
Sherston’s will be the first.  Further details attached of the Richard Skeffington’s presentation to the PC 
attached for perusal. 
 
Further discussions to be had by the PC. 
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8. Clock on Angel bus shelter - BS/NF 

• The Boules Committee has granted £700.00 to the PC for use as they see fit in the High Street. 
Councillors needed to put forward suggestions. It was voted to purchase a Remembrance bench to 
commemorate VE Day, however we should wait for a further donation to put towards this £700.00 to 
ensure the bench’s quality and longevity. 

 
9. Future of the North Building – TB/MS 

• Update on party previously interested in setting up new Pre-School facility in the building. 
The interested party has now withdrawn. It was resolved that PB would take on the marketing of a 
Pre-School with support from MS and TB and will report back on findings.  
Action – PB.  
 

• An update is required concerning the Business Rates Relief application. 
Action TB to speak to MWE for update. 
 

• It was resolved that the Code to the North Building to be changed every three months for security  
and insurance purposes and the information emailed to Clerk. 
Action MT/JC  

 
10. Request received from Young Engineers - MT 

• Purchase of extra tables and chairs for the North Building –  it was decided if a formal request  
was received by the users of the North Building then the PC will readdress this. 

 
11. VE Day Event – Thursday 8th May 2025 – 80 years – JC/TB 

• No formal decision made.  PC to discuss whether funding is available (grants etc) to support an 
event. Clerk to communicate with KN about possible beacon and Clerk to investigate purchase of 
flag.  DG will investigate purchase of gas cannister for the beacon.  TB will compose an article 
regarding VE Day Celebration 80th Anniversary on 8th May to be inserted in the Cliffhanger to gauge 
feedback from the residents. 
Action – TB/DG/JC 

 
12. Draft Budget 

• Annual reoccurring grant of £1,000 to the Church will take with effect from April 2025.  
Approved. 

 

• Budget – Approved. 
 
13.  Working Group / Outside Bodies Reports 

Members to receive verbal reports from the chairs of the working groups and any Outside Body 
Representatives if something to report. 

 
 Working Groups 
 

Footpaths & Highways – TB/NF/MS 

• Update required - Following the replacement of a couple of bins with larger black and gold bins,  
Councillors asked if we could request a similar replacement on Jubilee Triangle at no cost to the PC. 
If cost, further discussion required – MS – carried over to February meeting. 

• Cliffhanger article to be placed to communicate that these bins are multipurpose bins so dog poo  
can be placed within – GW. TB will speak to MS to see if dog poo signs can go on bins stating this. 
Action GW/TB/MS. 

 

• Trees on PROW (Public Right of Way) at the back of The Tarters – BS/MT 
Residents complaining about trees on public right of way behind The Tarters.  Trees need cutting 
back however ownership and responsibilities are unclear. Roots causing damage to stone walling. 
Council to discuss and agree a way forward.  
Quote had been received from a tree surgeon which the PC would not support.  TB will approach  
landowners to relay concerns over trees and report back to the PC and residents concerned. 
Action – TB 
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• A concern was raised about a tree in Knockdown Road – it was resolved to raise a ticket with 
MyWilts. 
Action - BS 

 

• Email complaint received from a resident relating to debris left behind after hedge cutting on 
Sandpits Lane.  
Action - TB to email local farmers who undertake the work to inform the residents it is their  
responsibility to tidy up any debris afterwards. 

. 
Climate & Biodiversity Group – BS/MS 

 
Allotments Group – BS/NF 

• Documents for the transfer of the allotments to the PC have now been signed and sent back to the 
Solicitor for them to sign and send back to the PC. 
  

• Allotment holder asked if they could plant a willow tree on allotments – this was refused due to water 
consumption and upkeep. 
Action - BS 
 

• NF to tidy up allotment hedge and maintenance person will tidy up afterwards. 
Action NF 
 

Communications Group Website (inc Cliffhanger) – TB/MWE/GW/JC 

• Meeting to be rearranged.  

• An article containing Police updates to be reinstated in Cliffhanger and the community police person 
invited to the February meeting. 
Action – TB/JC 

 
Neighbourhood Plan – MS/NF/BS/TB  

 
Ways of working – TB  

• Separate Working group meetings to be kick started. Carried over to February. 
Action – TB. 
 

Finance – MWE/BS/JC/TB  

• Monthly meetings will be introduced and an update with relation to the budget will be given every 
quarter. 
Action – Clerk 

 
Personnel – TB/AT/MS 

• Quarterly review date to be rearranged. 
Action – TB/MS 

 
Operations Group/Village Maintenance – AT/MT/BS/NF 

• Parish Steward has been rescheduled due to severe weather. 

• Parish Steward role and maintenance role article to be composed and sent for Cliffhanger. 
Action – BS 

 
Outside Bodies 

 
School - MS/AT – further update required from MS regarding school crossing. Carried over to 
February’s meeting. 
Village Hall – BS  
Emergency Services/Planning – NF/MT 
LHFIG – MS/TB 
SOSCIC – MS/TB/BS 
Scouts / Brownies – BS 
Church – NF 
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Blooming Sherston/Gardening Club – TB/GW 
Sports Clubs – MWE/AT 
Recreational Ground Trust – TB 
Snow Wardens – NF 
Area Board – MS 

 
14. Update on Surgery Funding from the Integrated Care Board - MS 

• Final decision was expected at the end of November have we had one? 

• If no decision, what next steps are we proposing? 
Roz Savage has chased this up.  MS to talk to Roz Savage for update and report back to PC. 
Action - MS 
 

15. Accounts for Payment 
 

Members to review the Schedule(s) of Accounts for Payment and authorise the payments for 
November 2024. 
 
Staff Costs        Nominal Codes 
Hills Waste - £37.70 D.D.      4205 Sports Field 
IAP Software Support £140.28 D.D.     4190 IT 

 Scribe/Starboard Systems £61.20 D.D.    4190 IT    
Clerk’s Expenses – Mobile Phone contract £1.49 D.D.  4170 Telephone 
Pat Cooper – £57.60       4200 Village Maintenance 
Tanya Burgess - £165.89 Christmas Meal    4080 Chairman Allowance 
Yellow Book – HMRC for Clerk - £313.20     4000 Staff Salary inc Oncosts 
Clerk’s Salary        4000 Staff Salary   
 

16. Planning 
Consider and comment on all planning applications received up to and including the date of the 
meeting. 
PL/2024/11622 – Land rear of Headwaters, Brook Hill, Sherston, SN16 0NQ – T & T2 – 2 x 
Popular trees – fell G1 – 3 x Willow trees fell. 
Recommendation: No Objection. 

 
PL/2024/11299 – The Bridge, Easton Town, Sherston, SN16 0LS Single storey side extension 
Recommendation: No Objection. 
. 
PL/2024/11082 – Easton Town Cottage, Easton Town, Sherston, SN16 0PS – Extensions to rear 
and side of existing dwelling with detached block of 3 no. garages 
Recommendation: No Objection. 
 

17. North Building Booking System – Checkfront booking system – MWE 

• Review of trial period and decision to be taken as to whether this will be our permanent solution 
and if so at what cost. Option to utilise either Rialtas or Scribe offerings. 
Decision required – carried over from October meeting. 

 
18. Dog Mess in and around Village – GW 

Several complaints received relating to dog mess, on pavements, poo bags thrown in hedges and 
poo not being picked up on local fields (grazing) - Ideas/suggestions requested for resolution. 
It was decided an article would be composed to go into the Cliffhanger and placed on Facebook and 
signs to go up confirming the Country Code.  
Action - TB 

 
NOTE:-Councilors to have updated actions in action tracker prior to each meeting. Action tracker 
available to members of the public on request from Clerk. Clerk to contact Councillors 2 weeks 
before Parish Meeting in order to update. 

 
Date of Next Meeting Thursday 13th February 2025 – North Building 

Meeting concluded at 9.30pm 


