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MINUTES OF SHERSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10th July 2025 @ 7.30pm at 
The North Building, Sherston 

  
Present  
Cllrs Tanya Burgess (TB), Martin Smith (MS), Ben Smee (BS), Nigel Freeth (NF), Gail Whale (GW), Denise 
Gibson (DG), Philip Blick (PB), Clerk Jayne Curtis (JC), PC = Parish Council. 
 
Attendees:   no attendees.  

 
1. Apologies for absence  

Council to receive apologies for absence. 
Gerard Joynson (GJ) 
Richard Greatrex (RG) 
Mike Tarrant (MT) 
Matthew Wofinden-England (MWE) 

 
2. Declarations of interest 

Members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items in accordance with the  
requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 
Mike Tarrant (MT) – planning application 
Ben Smee (BS) – planning application  

 
3. Exclusion of the Press and Public.  

To agree any items to be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) has been excluded 
under Standing Order 3.D. 
 

4. Co-Option 
Members to consider any Co-Option requests. 
Graham Morris was elected by co-option to the PC. 
 

5. Minutes 
To confirm and sign as a correct record the minutes of Sherston Parish Council Meeting 
held on Thursday 12th June 2025. 
Approved. 
 

6. Emergency Contact - JC 
To consider, and agree action, if appropriate, for emergency contact when Clerk’s mobile 
phone is switched off. It was resolved that TB (Chair) would be the emergency contact. 
Action – JC/TB 

 
7. V E Day Commemoration Bench and Plaques TB 

The Commemoration VE Bench and plaque was being installed in the agreed location on 
Friday 11th July 2025.  It was agreed that the plaque wording would need to be amended. 
Action  TB 
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8. Jubilee Tree Footpath - TB 
The criteria for the improvement of the Jubilee Tree Footpath would need to be ascertained 
from WC. 
Action - MS  
 

9. Website Update – TB (in RG’s absence) 
It had been agreed that Compass Graphics would carry out the updated website. 
Action - RG 
 

10. Recreational Ground and Skateboard Park Signage – BS 
The safety signs have been installed in the Recreational Ground. BS is awaiting wooden 
posts for the ones for the parallel bars and skateboard park. These would be installed when 
the ground is not too hard due to the lack of rain. 
Action - BS 
 

11. Pavillion Replacement Roof – BS 
A Contractor has been appointed but they are really busy at the moment, but the works 
have been placed on their list for them to carry out. BS will contact the Football Club for 
their contribution towards the cost. 
Action - BS 

 
12. B4040 Pinkney – Speed Limit & Warning Sign Review - MS 

It was approved by the PC that the speed awareness signage improvements proposed by 
the Malmesbury Area LHFIG would be carried out. Contribution from the PC would be 
£1050 with WC funding the remainder. 
 

13. Speed Watch – TB 
Following on from an agenda item in July relating to additional speed signage on Tetbury 
Road, the lead of the Speed watch team emailed TB with a request to reconfirm the 
outcome of the agenda item. This has been undertaken by TB. 
 

14. Grant Application 
A grant application was received from the Village Hall, and it was agreed the PC would   
contribute £600.00 towards the cost of heating pumps.  It was suggested that the Village 
Hall approach the Malmesbury Area Board for additional funding.  BS to contact Village 
Hall. 
Action - BS 

 
15. Policies 

To review and adopt the following policies:- Model Councillor-Officer Protocol/Civility & 
Respect, Complaints Procedure and Vexatious Complaints Policy.  
Approved. 
 

16. Recreation Ground - BS 
To consider and agree action for Recreation Ground sunscreen. 
It was agreed that this action would be re-visited when compiling the budget for next year. 
Action – Finance Group 
 
The Zip Wire on the Recreation Ground has been found by the PC’s maintenance team to 
be in a potentially hazardous condition.  The annual ROSPA inspection in December 2024 
found components of it to be in a medium to high risk condition so it was further checked by 
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PC’s maintenance team.  More recently the external Operational inspections assigned it a 
low risk.   
 
It was decided the Zip Wire would need to be re-inspected and possibly repaired or 
replaced.  BS to contact the playground inspection company and to get quotes for repair / 
replacement. 
Action – BS 
 
It was agreed that BS would contact the PC’s maintenance person to fix the loose cage 
surround around the air conditioning unit on the side of the North Building. 
Action - BS 
 

17. Sports Field - BS 
To consider, and agree action for Sports Field gate access and fence. 
It was agreed that NF would install posts and adjoining rope around the Football Field to 
help protect the football field from people venturing onto it and causing damage.  This would 
be dependent on the Football Club providing help to install when weather conditions are 
right.  It was approved up to £250.00 to fund this. 
Action – NF/BS 
 

18. Finance – BS/JC 
A Quarterly update was emailed in advance of the meeting to the Councillors. To date the 
only significant cost identified which will exceed budget will be the pavilion roof.  £5000 of 
the cost is covered by SOSCIC grant so £5900 is unbudgeted and at the end of the year, 
depending on the extent of other spends, may reduce either the sports field earmarked 
reserve or the general reserve. 
 

19. Tree Grants– JC 
Various tree grants information was presented to the PC.  PB took the action to look into 
this in more depth to see if the PC was eligible for the grants. 
Action - PB 

 
20. North Building Booking – JC 

To consider, and agree action with regards to a booking request.  The request was not 
approved and JC would contact the client with the outcome. 
Action - JC 
 
It was also decided to review the terms and conditions of the North Building booking 
process. 
Action – TB/JC 
 

21. North Building Hire – TB 
Update on status of charging for North Building.  TB to check charging of other facilities in 
Sherston with a proposed date of 1st September for a letter to be sent out if approved by 
PC. 
Action - TB 

 
22. Pre- School - PB 

Update on status of Pre-School. 
This was still ongoing and it was agreed that a decision whether to proceed with a Pre-
school use would be needed by the September meeting. 
Action - PB 
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23. Working Group / Outside Bodies Reports 
Members to receive verbal reports from the chairs of the working groups and any Outside 
Body Representatives if something to report. 

 
 Working Groups 

Footpaths & Highways – TB, NF, MS, GW 
26th July is the date for the renovation of Grove Wood. 
 
Climate & Biodiversity Group – BS, MS  
Nothing to report. 
 
Allotments Group – BS, NF  
An email had been sent out regarding an allotment’s condition. 
 
Communications Group (including Cliffhanger) – TB, RG, MWE, GW, JC 
Next meeting 14th July. 
 
Planning/Neighbourhood Plan – MS, NF, TB, GJ 
The planning consultant has collated the feedback from the public consultation. Members of 
the working group will be assessing protected views, protected green spaces and non-
designated buildings of interest; this will take place during the summer. Meanwhile the 
Government has cut the funding stream for Neighbourhood Planning; the working group will 
therefore make recommendations to the PC at the September meeting, as to how to 
proceed.  
 
Ways of working – TB, RG, PB 
Meeting invites would be sent to Working Groups. 
Action - TB 
 
Finance – BS, JC, TB, NF, MWE  
 
Operations Group/Village Maintenance – BS, MT, NF 
Nothing to report. 
 
Personnel – TB / MS 
JC has started her FILCA training. 
 
Sports Field Development Group – BS, MS, MWE, PB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Outside Bodies 
School – MS, RG 
It was reported that the numbers are very healthy. 
 
Village Hall – BS 
       
Emergency Services/Planning – NF / MT 
   
Area Board – MS, DG, TB 
Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 15th July. 
 
LHFIG – MS, TB, GW 
Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 15th July. 
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SOSCIC – MS, TB 
 
Scouts / Brownies – BS 
 
Church – NF 
 
Blooming Sherston/Gardening Club – GW, TB 
 
Sports Clubs – BS, MS, MWE, PB 
 
Recreational Ground Trust – TB 
 
Snow Wardens – NF 
It was agreed that Fire Risk in the Summer would be added to this. 
TB to write article for Cliffhanger. 
Action - TB 

 
24. Tolsey Surgery – TB/MS 

MS/TB and local MP are working together.  They are collating figures from the petition.  
There has been an interview and photocall outside the surgery. 
An email had been received from a resident expressing concerns and TB has responded.  
Our local MP is planning to be at Boules Day on Saturday 12th July to gather further 
signatures. 
Action – TB 
 

25. Accounts for Payment 
Appendix 1 – payments approved. 
 

26. Planning 
Consider and comment on all planning applications received up to and including the date of 
the meeting.   

 
PL/2025/05304 – 35 Manor Close, Sherston. Single storey extension and retrospective 
planning consent for as built garage conversion. 
Respond By – 21st July 2025 
No Objection with comments. 
 
PL/2025/05185 – 12 Gaston Lane, Sherston. Single storey extension to enlarge kitchen 
and front single storey extension to form new porch/utility. 
Respond By – 16th July 2025 
No Objection 
 
PL/2025/05327  – 19 Church Street, Sherston. Demolition of existing rear extension and 
replacement with full width infill extension and associated internal modifications to the 
existing house. 
Respond By – 21st July 2025 
No Objection – with comments.  
 
 
PL/2025/05690 – New Barn Farm, Easton Grey, Malmesbury, SN16 0PW. Erection of an 
agricultural worker’s dwelling. 
Respond By 4th August 2025  
No objections with comments – there must be complete agricultural tie to that holding so it 
cannot be sold separately. 
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27. Confidential Item 

 
 Councillors to discuss possible risk to contracted workers and ensure either mitigated or 
 owned by the workers themselves (i.e. self-employed individuals). Suggestion that  
 documented evidence is received.  
 

NOTE:-Councilors to have updated actions in action tracker prior to each meeting. Action 
tracker available to members of the public on request from Clerk. 

. 

No Parish Meeting in August 
Date of Next Meeting Thursday 11th September 2025  

at the North Building 


