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DRAFT AND UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF SHERSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 
13TH NOVEMBER 2025 @ 7.30pm at The Village Hall, Sherston 

  
Present  
Cllrs Tanya Burgess (TB), Martin Smith (MS), Ben Smee (BS), Mike Tarrant (MT), Gerard Joynson (GJ), 
Denise Gibson (DG), Philip Blick (PB), Graham Morris (GM), Clerk Jayne Curtis (JC), PC = Parish Council. 
 
Attendees:    9 attendees  

 
A member of the public was present and raised concerns about speeding and their devices. 
A member of the public was  present and provided further information regarding a planning 
application. 
 
1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence received and accepted for: 
 Nigel Freeth (NF) 
 Gail Whale (GW) 
 Richard Greatrex (RG) 
 Matthew Wofinden-England (MWE) 
  
2. Declarations of interest 

Members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items in accordance with the  
requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
TB declared an interest on a planning application. 
 

3. Exclusion of the Press and Public.  
To agree any items to be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) has been excluded 
under Standing Order 3.D. 
 

4. Co-Option 
Members to consider any Co-Option requests. 
No requests. 
 

5. Minutes 
The minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record of Sherston Parish Council 
Meetings held on 9th October and 23rd October 2025. 

 
6. Football Club  

It was approved in principle by the present Councillors that the Football Club could purchase 
a 20ft container at a cost to themselves providing planning permission is not required.  The 
PC would need to clarify if planning permission is required. On receipt of this information, the 
location of this container would be to the left of the other containers which is the PC’s land. 
BS to clarify planning permission status. 
Action - BS 
 

7. Pre-School Business Plan  
The proposed Baby Barn’s Business Plan was discussed and the PC requested more 
financial information to consider supporting this venture. The PC confirmed this would be 
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treated as confidential information and any information received would not be recorded in 
the minutes for public domain.  
  

8. Finance  
It was noted that £1569.72 was received back from HMRC for a VAT return submitted.  
 
The Draft Budget for 2026-27 was discussed, with requests to the Councillors for the next 
year’s budget to be emailed to BS before the December meeting. The budget would be 
approved at this meeting. 
 
It was approved at this meeting that new Finger Posts by Brook Hill would be included in the 
budget. 
Action - BS 
 
The Business Rates for the North Building were discussed. Correspondence is ongoing and 
updates will be given to the PC on a regular basis and documents filed on the shared folder.  
A planning application would be raised for change of use and in tandem an application 
would be made for a rate rebate backed dated to the date of exit of the previous pre-school. 
Action - MWE 
 
BS to discuss transitional relief with MWE for the North Building. 
Action-  BS/MWE 

 
9. Revised Quotation Zip Wire 

The extra cost of £500.00 to repair the zip wire was formally approved by the Councillors 
present 
 

10. Limedown update - TB 
It was agreed that TB/MS/GJ would draft a statement in relation to Limedown and this would 
be presented to the PC with approval sought at the December PC meeting and then once 
approved send to the Inspectorate for the Limedown planning application 
Action – TB/MS/GJ 
 

11. Scarecrow Entry for Arts Festival 
Retrospective formal approval was given for the Brownies to place their scarecrow outside 
the North Building for their entry for the Arts Festival. 

 
12. Anti-Social Behaviour 

TB/BS had a meeting with the Police regarding the recent anti-social behaviour in the 
village. It was approved that an article would be placed in the December issue of the 
Cliffhanger to raise awareness of this behaviour.  Our Police representatives will arrange to 
visit the Primary School to raise awareness.  Residents have been advised to report any 
anti-social behaviour directly to the police. It was noted there is nothing else the PC can do. 
Action - TB 
 

13. Cliffhanger - TB 
It was approved to keep the Malmesbury “What’s On” content in the Cliffhanger. TB to relay 
this information to the Cliffhanger. 
Action – TB  
 
It was formally approved to reimburse an overpayment of a Cliffhanger advertising invoice. 
Action - JC 
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14. Speed Enforcement – Tetbury Road - TB 
The Parish Council agreed that MS/MT would liaise on the process to download data from 
SID’s. It was agreed that MT would take over responsibility for downloading every 3 months 
to compare data with the ‘Speedwatch Team’ and communicate where relevant to residents. 
1st download to take place w/c 17th November with article written for December Cliffhanger. 
Action – MS/MT 
 
For the initial download, the SID data will be compared to the original assessments which 
were taken to drive the purchase of the SID’s to see whether speed has been reduced and if 
not decisions to be taken about further action. 
 
NOTE: SID’s need to be placed in sleep mode every 3 months. 

 
TB to tell Cliffhanger to hold onto the publication and wait for the article. 
Action - TB 
 

15. Handrail on Steps leading to Grove Road - TB 
This maintenance issue has been raised in regards to the above and escalated to Wiltshire  
Council for address. TB to keep the PC updated. 
Action – TB 
 
JC to keep resident updated. 
Action - JC  
 

16. Elections - TB 
TB requested that a Councillor take over the Personnel role. DG and TB to talk regarding 
this role and with DG possibly taking over. 
Action – TB/DG 
 
With regards to the 2026/27 Parish Council Elections – TB would like someone to take over 
as Chair in the May elections. However, TB will consider staying on as Chair if someone 
shares the responsibilities involved.   Council also need to consider succession plan for the 
position of Chair. 
Action – TB 

 
17. Working Group / Outside Bodies Reports 

Members to receive verbal reports from the chairs of the working groups and any Outside 
Body Representatives if something to report. 

 
Working Groups 
Footpaths & Highways – TB, NF, MS, GW. 
- Willesley speed limit is still ongoing at WC. 
- Walks booklets selling well 
 
Climate & Biodiversity Group – BS, MS  
Nothing to report. 
 
Allotments Group – BS, NF 
An assessment of the status of allotments will be carried out w/c 17th November 2025. 
 
Communications Group (including Cliffhanger) – TB, RG, MWE, GW, JC  
The new Website is moving forward at pace. This will be shared with the Councillors for 
approval with the aim of launching it in January. 
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Action - RG 
 
Planning/Neighbourhood Plan – MS, NF, TB, GJ   
The Praters Farm planning application was discussed. 
Councillors voted to Object with the following comment: 
Sherston Parish Council strongly objects to this application for permission in principle. It is a  
speculative development on a green field site on the edge of the village and in the 
Cotswolds National Landscape. The site is not approved for development within the made 
Sherston Neighbourhood Plan. It therefore contravenes planning policy.  
Action - JC 
 
Ways of working – TB, RG, PB  
Nothing to report. 
 
Finance – BS, JC, TB, NF, MWE   T 
TB to come off the Finance Working Group. 
 
Operations Group/Village Maintenance – BS, MT, NF  
The Playground Inspection Report was discussed. The Operations Working Group to work 
through this document and report back at meetings in order to be minuted. 
Action – BS/Operations Working Group 
 
Grass cutting contract was discussed on the back of what the Council believed were 
unnecessary cuts undertaken during periods of excessive rain.   BS to liaise with Contractor. 
Action – BS 
. 
Maintenance contract was discussed. Increase to be put into budget due to possibility that 
some maintenance activities may be withdrawn by Wiltshire Council. 
Action – BS 
  
Due to the ongoing movement of the Recreation Ground benches by the Boules pitch by 
youngsters climbing trees.  Decision was taken to anchor to the ground for health and safety 
reasons - a maximum cost of £100.00 was approved. 
Action – BS 
 
North Building Air conditioning – MT to arrange servicing. 
Action - MT 
 
Personnel – TB, MS 
DG to discuss with TB with regards to taking over the role from TB. 
 
Sports Field Development Group – BS, MS, MWE, PB  
Nothing to report. 
 
Outside Bodies 
School – MS, RG 
Nothing to report. 
 
Village Hall – BS 
Nothing to report. 
       
Emergency Services/Planning – NF / MT  
Nothing to report. 
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Area Board – MS, DG, TB 
Nothing to report. 
 
LHFIG – MS, TB, GW 
Nothing to report. 
 
SOSCIC – MS, TB  
MT to attend AGM meeting. 
 
Scouts / Brownies – BS 
Nothing to report. 
 
Church – With the monies received back from recycling the resident’s printer cartridges, a 
Coffee/Refreshments morning has been arranged for Saturday 31st January 10am and 
noon. JC to write an article for December’s Clffhanger. 
Action – JC 
 
Blooming Sherston/Gardening Club – GW, TB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Sports Clubs – BS, MS, MWE, PB 
BS to ask Football Club to write an article about the new roof for December’s Cliffhanger.  
Action – BS 
 
Recreational Ground Trust – TB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Snow Wardens – NF 
Nothing to report. 

 
18. Accounts for Payment 

Appendix 1 – payments approved. 
Payment was approved for invoice on Football Club’s new roof once a final inspection had been 
conducted. 
Action - BS 
 

19. Planning 
Consider and comment on all planning applications received up to and including the date of 
the meeting.  

 
PL/2025/07933 – The Barn, Grove Road, Sherston, Malmesbury, SN16 0NF – Changes to 
doors, windows, and cladding. Roughcast rendering and painting of modern Bradstone 
walls. 
Comments by 7th November 2025 – extension requested. 
No objection. 
 
PL/2025/07977 – Lower Stainbridge Farm, Sherston – Change of use for provision of 
temporary on-site accommodation for agricultural worker. 
Comments by 10th November 2025 – extension requested. 
No objection with recommendations. 
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PL/2025/08787 – Old Silk Mill, Brook Hill, Sherston - Beech hedge – reduce it down to 
around 3.75m, also reduce some of the width as it overhangs the pavement and car park. 
Comments by 27th November 2025  
No Objection. 
 
PL/2025/08267 – Hill Cottage, 34 High Street, Sherston Yew Tree – reduce by 25%. 
Comments by 21st November 2025 
TB left the room due to Declaration of Interest. 
No Objection 
TB returned to the room. 
 
Westonbirt Sprint Triathlon 2026 Monday 25 May 2026 
It was approved by the PC that an email be sent to the organisers stating that Sherston 
Parish Council would asked the cycle route is not through Court Street at the Rattlebone 
Public House end but they would need to bear right into the High Street by the Co-Op Store 
and then sharp left.  This is for safety reasons. 
Action - JC 
 

 
 

NOTE:-Councilors to have updated actions in action tracker prior to each meeting. Action 
tracker available to members of the public on request from Clerk. 

. 
Date of Next Meeting Thursday 11th December 2025 

at the Village Hall 
 

. 
 


