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MINUTES OF SHERSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9th OCTOBER 2025 @ 
7.30pm at The Village Hall, Sherston 

  
Present  
Cllrs Tanya Burgess (TB), Martin Smith (MS), Ben Smee (BS), Nigel Freeth (NF), Mike Tarrant (MT), 
Matthew Wofinden-England (MWE), Gerard Joynson (GJ), Philip Blick (PB), Richard Greatrex (RG), Clerk 
Jayne Curtis (JC), PC = Parish Council. 
 
Attendees: 7 attendees  

 
1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence received and accepted for: 
 Gail Whale (GW) 
 Denise Gibson (DG) 
 Graham Morris (GM) 
  
2. Declarations of interest 

Members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items in accordance with the  
requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
No declaration of interest declared. 

 
3. Exclusion of the Press and Public.  

To agree any items to be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) has been excluded 
under Standing Order 3.D. 
 

4. Co-Option 
Members to consider any Co-Option requests. 
No Co-Option requests. 
 

5. Minutes 
A wording amendment was asked to be carried out to item 16 -  replaced accepted with 
received.  The minutes were confirmed as a correct record of Sherston Parish Council 
Meeting held on 11th September 2025.  

 
6. Pre-School Presentation 

A prospective provider made a presentation for an anticipated baby unit (0-2yrs) at the North 
Building. The PC recommended that this presentation was given to the prospective wider 
audience of the village.  With the feedback from this meeting, the PC would consider the 
request. PB to arrange. 
Action - PB 
 

7. Finance – BS/JC 
A quarterly update was given on the PC’s current budget. 
A change of the interest rate on the PC’s business current account was noted. 
The receipt of the second precept payment for 2025/26 was noted. 
It was requested that the Councillors consider budget planning for 2026-27 and to email the 
clerk with their anticipated requirements. 
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8. Website Updating Meeting  
A website communication meeting had been arranged for Tuesday 14th October 2025. 

 
9. High Street Parking – GJ 

After all options have been considered, it was conveyed to the PC that parking restrictions 
would not be viable. It was deemed that any restrictions would create a worse problem with 
other streets where parking would be sourced.  Assorted options were discussed e.g. 
parking machines, but the manning of these machines would result in a huge cost to the 
Parish Council which would have to be passed onto the residents in the precept. Complaints 
have been received from residents of people parking in hatched parking and where the EV 
chargers are when cars were not being charged. It was agreed that an article would be 
placed in the Cliffhanger to convey to the residents the restrictions surrounding the hatched 
areas and only cars being charged can park in the EV charging area. 
Action – TB 
 
It was decided that GJ will contact to the residents with hatched areas outside their 
properties, to ask how they would feel if the hatched areas were removed to create 
additional parking spaces. 
Action - GJ  
 

10. Sportsfield Fence and Gate  
A resident had requested the PC reinstate the fence in the corner of the sports field. It was 
approved that timber rails would be fitted with sheet netting on the bottom to keep dogs out. 
The PC’s maintenance person would be contacted to carry this out.  It was also approved to 
communicate to residents that the track from Knockdown Road to the water tower is not a 
Public Right of Way and that they use at their own risk. BS to write an article for Facebook 
and the Cliffhanger conveying this. 
Action - BS  
 
It was approved that a key code lock would be put on the gate for access to the containers 
on the football pitch. 
Action - BS 
 

11. Project Oak Tree 
It was approved that JC would apply for the Oaks at 80 Project to commemorate the 80th 
anniversary of the end of World War II to plant an Oak tree and it was approved this would 
be planted on the Recreation Ground. It was approved that Sustainable Sherston would own 
this project and plant the tree with adequate consultation with the PC. 
Action - JC 
 

12. Printer Cartridges Recycling Monies 
JC brought to the meeting the idea of putting the funds received from recycling the printer 
cartridges back into the community. The first suggestion by JC was to subsidise a 
coffee/drinks event at the Church, thus creating a warm place to gather in the colder months. 
This was approved by the PC.  NF to speak to the venue to set a date and confirm they were 
happy to put on with the PC’s financial support. Different ideas would be looked at each time 
monies were received by PC from recycling printer cartridges initiative. 
Action – NF 
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13. Chairs/Tables for North Building 

It was decided not to replace the chairs and tables at this current time. The PC meetings will 
be held at the Village Hall for the time being. JC to book the village hall and ask the 
Cliffhanger team to amend the venue within the magazine. 
Action -  JC 
 

14. Sherston Speed Limits 
A resident had contacted the PC with regards to the ongoing speeding traffic in Forlorn and 
asked if village gates could be installed. The PC agreed to  raise with LHFIG (Local 
Highways) and ask for the junction to be looked at with a view to suggestion options.  The 
PC’s maintenance person would be asked to look at the tree on the Give Way Sign and if 
necessary cut back. 
Action – MS/BS 
 

15. Working Group / Outside Bodies Reports 
Members to receive verbal reports from the chairs of the working groups and any Outside 
Body Representatives if something to report. 

 
Working Groups 
Footpaths & Highways – TB, NF, MS, 
A date would be planned to install a new metal Kissing Gate at the bottom of Brookhill. 
Action - TB 
 
TB to write to local farmer to thank them for pulling a couple of fallen trees to ensure safety 
for people visiting Grove Wood 
Action – TB 
 
It was reported that the signage to Hunters Field had disappeared. TB to investigate this 
further. 
Action - TB 
 
Climate & Biodiversity Group – BS, MS – nothing to report. 
Allotments Group – BS, NF – nothing to report.  
 
Communications Group (including Cliffhanger) – TB, RG, MWE, GW, JC 
TB/JC are now covering the advertising and invoicing for the Cliffhanger. 
MS to send data/update regarding speeding to RG for insertion in the Cliffhanger. 
Action – MS 
 
Planning/Neighbourhood Plan – MS, NF, TB, GJ 
MS had meeting with the consultants to give formal instruction. Confirmation will be sent to 
the consultants to confirm. MS to forward details to JC. 
Action - MS 
 
A request had been received from a resident requesting information on the NHP. MS to 
contact resident with said information. 
Action – MS 
 
Ways of working – TB, RG, PB – nothing to report. 
Finance – BS, JC, TB, NF, MWE  - see item 7. 
 
Operations Group/Village Maintenance – BS, MT, NF 



 

                Sherston Parish Council Minutes             Page 4 of 5 
            

The broken bench outside the Co-Op was raised. The PC approved for their maintenance 
person to mend on this occasion but not to replace and not to take ownership. 
Action - BS 
 
Personnel – TB /MS – nothing to report. 
 
Sports Field Development Group – BS, MS, MWE, PB  
It was approved that BS would approach the Football Club to see if they wanted to front this 
Group and TB to approach the Netball Team too. Dependent on response, it was approved 
that an article would be placed in the Cliffhanger asking for volunteers.  
Action – BS/TB 

 
Outside Bodies 
School – MS, RG – nothing to report. 
Village Hall – BS – nothing to report.       
Emergency Services/Planning – NF / MT – nothing to report.  
Area Board – MS, DG, TB – nothing to report. 
LHFIG – MS, TB, GW – nothing to report. 
SOSCIC – MS, TB – nothing to report. 
Scouts / Brownies – BS – nothing to report. 
Church – NF – nothing to report. 
Blooming Sherston/Gardening Club – GW, TB – nothing to report. 
Sports Clubs – BS, MS, MWE, PB – nothing to report. 
Recreational Ground Trust – TB – nothing to report. 
Snow Wardens – NF – nothing to report. 

 
16. Accounts for Payment 

Appendix 1 – payments approved. 
 

17. Planning 
Consider and comment on all planning applications received up to and including the date of 
the meeting.  

 
PL/2025/07700 – 5 Silver Street, Sherston – T1 – Acer Negundo to be removed to ground 
level. 
Comments by 16th October 2025 
No Objection. 
 
PL/2025/07381 – Dairy Cottage, Pinkney – Modification of Planning Obligation/Discharge of 
Planning Obligations A, B, C and D related to N/9802279/FUL. 
Comments by 17th October 2025 
No Objection. 
 
PL/2025/07597 – 2 Silver Street, Sherston – T1 – Variegated Maple. Reduce by 2m in 
height and lateral spread as causing excessive shading in garden. 
Comments by 22nd October 2025 
No Objection. 
 
PL/2025/07420 – Ground Floor Flat, 1a Church Street, Sherston – Alterations to relocate 
back door on rear elevation. 
Comments by 30th October 2025 
No Objection. 
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Correspondence has been received from a resident regarding a recent planning application.  
A reply was sent by the Chair clarifying the PC’s response and procedure and copied into 
the wider council. 
 

 
NOTE:-Councilors to have updated actions in action tracker prior to each meeting. Action 
tracker available to members of the public on request from Clerk. 

. 
Date of Next Meeting Thursday 13th November 2025 at the Village Hall 

 
 

. 
 


