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 MINUTES OF SHERSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11TH DECEMBER 2025 @ 
7pm at The Village Hall, Sherston 

  
Present  
Cllrs Tanya Burgess (TB), Martin Smith (MS), Nigel Freeth (NF), Ben Smee (BS), Mike Tarrant (MT), Gerard 
Joynson (GJ), Denise Gibson (DG), Philip Blick (PB), Richard Greatrex (RG), Clerk Jayne Curtis (JC), PC = 
Parish Council.  
 
Attendees:    4 members of the public. 

 
Two members of the public gave further information about their planning application. 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence received and accepted for: 
 Gail Whale (GW) 
 Graham Morris (GM) 
 Matthew Wofinden-England (MWE) 
   
2. Declarations of interest 

Members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items in accordance with the  
requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
No Declarations of Interest were declared. 
 

3. Exclusion of the Press and Public.  
To agree any items to be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) has been excluded 
under Standing Order 3.D. 
 

4. Co-Option 
Members to consider any Co-Option requests. 
Fiona Shipsey was elected as a Parish Councillor – approved. 
 

5. Minutes 
The minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record of Sherston Parish Council 
Meeting held on Thursday 13th November 2025. 
 

6. Pre-School Business Plan – PB 
The PC approved Little Barns proposal to take over the North Building care for 0-2 year olds. 
 
The following timeline was approved by the PC:- 
 
1. Draft Project Plan to be drawn up. 
 Action - PB 
 
2. PB to instruct solicitor to draw up a draft Contract/Lease between the PC and Baby 

Barn. This to be carried out December/January – break points to be included. Lease 
to commence 1st May.  Provider offered to pay reasonable amount towards cost of 
drawing up. A Letter of Intent to be provided in late February/March by PC.  

 Action – PB 
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3. A presentation by PB and the Baby Barn team would be given to the community to 

raise awareness of the impending change of use of the North Building.  
 Action - PB 

 
4. Letter of notice to be sent out to existing clients of the North Building informing them 

of the PC’s intent for the North Building. Letter to be approved by PC before sending. 
 Action - PB 
  
5. The proposed rental exclusivity for the Baby Barn is anticipated to commence 1st 

April/1st May. 
 Action - PB 
 
6. Proposed Provider to arrange for Ofsted to come into the building to inspect with a 

view to opening the Baby Barn in August/September 2026. 
 
The above was approved by the Parish Councillors present. 

 
7. Limedown update - MS. 

MS read a draft proposed Parish Council’s response for approval/submission to the 
Planning Inspectorate. A couple of amendments were suggested.  On amendment draft to 
be forwarded to TB who was given authorisation to approve fully on behalf of the PC prior to 
formal submission by JC.  Email address to be provided by MS - deadline 9thJanuary 2026. 
Action - MS 
 

8. Speed Enforcement – Tetbury Road - MT 
Speed data has been downloaded from both speed devices. MT to send data to MS who will 
compose a written report.  RG to draft article for the Cliffhanger. The data would be given to 
the police with a request that speed monitoring take place, specifically focussed on the 
30mph and 20mph locations 
Action MT 
 
NOTE - Speed radars are carried out at regular intervals by NF - information is forwarded to 
the Police. 
Action - NF 

 
The SIDS are to be registered to Wiltshire Police.  
Action - MS 
 

9. Handrail on Steps leading to Grove Road – TB 
Wiltshire Council has informed the PC that the Handrail does not fall within their guidelines 
 to be addressed. It was approved that JC would contact the resident who kindly offered to 
carry out the work and confirm acceptance of offer. 
Action - JC 
 

10. Dog Poo Bin - BS 
Resolved after reporting to MyWilts and replacement has been carried out.  

 
 

11. Working Group / Outside Bodies Reports 
Members to receive verbal reports from the chairs of the working groups and any Outside 
Body Representatives if something to report. 
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Working Groups 
Footpaths & Highways – TB, NF, MS, GW  

• A meeting has been arranged for 29th January. 

• Coppicing will be carried out on 25th January in Grove Wood. An article asking for  
volunteers to be composed for the Cliffhanger. 

Action – TB 
 
Climate & Biodiversity Group – BS, MS  
Nothing to report. 
 
Allotments Group – BS, NF  
Hedges will be cut in January, including the Sportsfield. 
Action – NF 
 
Communications Group (including Cliffhanger) – TB, RG, MWE, GW, JC 
The new website is planned for launch in January 2026. A link to the new website will be 
sent out to the PC for comment before the January meeting. 
Action – RG 
 
Planning/Neighbourhood Plan – MS, NF, TB, GJ 
Nothing to report. 
 
Ways of working – TB, RG, PB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Finance – BS, JC, TB, NF, MWE   
Councillors agreed the 2026-2027 precept figure for submission to Wiltshire Council.    
 
Operations Group/Village Maintenance – BS, MT, NF  
MT and BS carried out an inspection of the Recreational Ground and maintenance was 
carried out by the PC’s maintenance man where needed. The skate park is being looked at. 
BS has requested quotes from HAGS to inspect the trampoline and carry out maintenance  
where required. 
Action – BS 
 
Personnel – TB / MS  
DG has taken over the personnel role from TB.  
  
Sports Field Development Group – BS, MS, MWE, PB 
This is planned to be “kicked off” in the New Year. 
 
Outside Bodies 
School – MS, RG 
Nothing to report. 
 
Village Hall – BS 
Northing to report.       
Emergency Services/Planning – NF / MT  
Nothing to report. 
  
Area Board – MS, DG, TB – The next meeting is on 27TH January 2026. 
. 
LHFIG – MS, TB, GW 
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Nothing to report. 
 
SOSCIC – MS, TB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Scouts / Brownies – BS 
Nothing to report. 
 
Church – NF – There is a tree that needs pollarding in Anthony Close. MS has already 
contacted Green Square and will contact Green Square again. 
Action – MS 
 
Blooming Sherston/Gardening Club – GW, TB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Sports Clubs – BS, MS, MWE, PB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Recreational Ground Trust – TB 
Meeting in January to formally approve planting of a commemorative Oak Tree on 
Recreational Ground and discuss proposal for Baby Barn in the North Building. 
Action – TB 
 
Snow Wardens – NF 
Nothing to report. 

 
12. Accounts for Payment 

Appendix 1 – payments to be approved. 
 

13. Planning 
Consider and comment on all planning applications received up to and including the date of 
the meeting.  

 
PL/2025/09189 – Apple Wood House, Noble Street, Sherston, Variation of condition 2 
(approved plans) on PL/2024/10746 to accommodate proposed solar panels to the rear 
south facing roof slope and changes to the proposed wall materials. 
Comments by 25.12.25 - No objection. 
 
PL/2025/09127 – Apple Cottage, Brook Hill, Sherston – T1 - Apple tree to be removed as it 
is in poor health, retaining the two better specimen Apple trees. These two trees T2 & T3 to 
be reduced/pollarded. 
Comment by 10.12.25 – extension 15.12.26 No objection. 
 
PL/2025/09006 – Lavendar Cottage, 14 Gaston Lane, Sherston – Variation of Condition 2 
(Approved Plans) to substitute the approved drawings with updated plans that reflect minor 
amendments to the design. From application PL/2025/02512 – Garden room extension to 
front of property. 
Comment by 18.12.25 – Object. 
 
PL/2025/09128 – Pear Tree Cottage, Brook Hill, Sherston – T1 Dead monolith to be 
removed, T2 Acer reduction by up to 30%. 
Comment by 10.12.25 – extension 15.12.25. No objection. 
 



 

                Sherston Parish Council Minutes             Page 5 of 5 
            

PL/2025/08891 – Midway Gaston Lane, Sherston – Two storey rear extension and ground 
floor side extension, internal reconfiguration. 
Comment by 12.12.25 – extension 15.12.25.  Object. 
 
PL/2023/07329 – The Elms, Green Lane, Sherston – Variation of condition 2 and removal of 
condition 4 (approved plans) of PL/2023/07329 to allow for design changes of the houses 
and garage. 
Comments by 26.12.25 – No Objection. 
 
PL/2025/09261 – The Elms, Green Lane, Sherston – Variation of condition 2 and removal of 
condition 4 (approved plans) of PL/2023/07329 to allow for design change of the houses and 
garage. 
Comments by 26.12.25 – No Objection. 
 
PL/2025/09459 – 1 Noble Street, Sherston – Replace rear extension. Addition of roof lights 
and windows. 
Comment by 31.12.25 – No Objection. 

 
PL/2025/09397 – Glossop Cottage, Grove Road, Sherston – T1 Prunus Avium – Remove 
the tree down to 1m and apply “eco plus” to the stump to stop any further growth. 
Comment by 25.12.25 – No objection 
 
PL/2025/09099 – Full Planning Permission – Lordswood House, Commonwood Lane, 
Sherston – Construction of tennis court to include part retrospective change of use of 
agricultural land to garden and associated works. 
Comments by 22.12.25 - No objection. 
 
PL/2025/09585 – The Vicarage, Green Lane, Sherston – T1 Oak – reduce by 3m in height 
as encroaching on drive and causing excessive shading. T2 Ash – reduce by 2m in height 
and spread as shading property. T3 Silver Birch – reduce by 1.5m in height and spread. T4 
Willow – reduce by 1.5m in height and spread. Cut back to 2m clearance from building. T6 
Willow – reduce by 2m in height and spread. 
Comments by 30.12.25 - No objection. 
 
PL/2025/09588 – Holly House, 24 Easton Town, Sherston – G1 – group of 13 Pyrus 
Calleryana “Chanticleer” ornamental Pear trees. All trees in group to be reduced in height by 
30% to increase light in garden and gain clearance from overhead phone/power lines. Sides 
will also be lightly pruned to maintain a natural form. 
Comments by 31.12.25 - No objection. 

 
NOTE:-Councilors to have updated actions in action tracker prior to each meeting. Action tracker 
available to members of the public on request from Clerk. 
. 

Date of Next Meeting Thursday 8th January 2025  
at the Village Hall 


