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DRAFT AND UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF SHERSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 
8th January 2026 @ 7.30pm at The Village Hall, Sherston 

  
Present  
Cllrs Tanya Burgess (TB), Martin Smith (MS), Nigel Freeth (NF), Ben Smee (BS), Mike Tarrant (MT), Gerard 
Joynson (GJ), Denise Gibson (DG), Gail Whale (GW), Philip Blick (PB), Richard Greatrex (RG), Graham 
Morris (GM), Fiona Shipsey (FS), Clerk Jayne Curtis (JC), PC = Parish Council.  
 
Attendees:   3 members of the public. 

 
2 members of the public gave further information about their planning application. 
 
1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence received and accepted for: 
Matthew Wofinden-England (MWE) 

    
2. Declarations of interest 

Members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items in accordance with the  
requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
BS declared Declaration of Interest in a planning application. 
 

3. Exclusion of the Press and Public.  
To agree any items to be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) has been excluded 
under Standing Order 3.D. 

 
4. Minutes 

The minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record of Sherston Parish Council 
Meeting held on Thursday 11th December 2025. 
 

5. Meeting Dates 2026 - JC 
It was approved for future PC meetings to be held at the Village Hall. 

 
The date for the Annual Parish Meeting for Thursday 28th May 2026 was approved. 

 
6. Pre-School Business Plan – PB 

PB had meeting with Goughs solicitors and had received an outline cost for putting lease in 
place between the Pennymead Recreational Trust and the proposed Baby Barn provider.  
 
It was approved the PB would act as the agent in his role as Parish Councillor with regards 
to negotiating the lease and all aspects of setting up, transferring ownership or serving 
notice to hirers and/or service providers (see project plan action).  Elements of negotiations 
would be included to protect the PC, community and service provider. Both parties are 
looking for the agreement to be activated by 1st May 2026. PB to draft as much of the 
document as possible before engaging Solicitors. 
Action - PB 
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£2600.00 cost was approved as a maximum excluding VAT for legal fees for draft lease. The 
proposed Baby Barn provider has agreed to pay 50% of this cost. 
Copies of disbursements and documents would cost £81.00.  
Action - PB 
 
Once the draft lease has been received PB will arrange a meeting with DG and GW to 
review previous lease document to ensure no aspects are missing from the new lease.  
Action - PB 
 
JC to send copy of previous lease to PB, DG, and GW. 
Action - JC 

 
The Lease will need to be formally agreed at a PC Meeting – and the March meeting was 
put forward. This lease will need to be shared with the PC at least a week before the March 
meeting for comments or any questions. Once the lease has been approved at the PC 
meeting it can be signed. If the lease cannot be signed at the March meeting, an emergency 
meeting may have to be arranged. 
Action – PB 
 
It was approved that a standalone presentation meeting would need to be arranged to 
communicate to the residents the plans to launch the Baby Barn offering. Date to be 
confirmed. 
Action - PB. 
 
North Building - maintenance and tidying up of the outside area is required, and gate needs 
to be fixed. PC’s maintenance person to action. BS to contact. 
Action – BS 
 
The Chair requested a Project Plan from PB as soon as possible to be distributed to the PC. 
Action - PB  
 
Water bills are currently shared with the Scout Hut. Council agreed that a separate water 
meter should now be installed for the North Building. 
Action - MT 
 
Councillors to email PB any tasks they feel need to be included and actioned in the project 
plan.  Actions to have target dates and owners.  
Action – ALL/PB 
 

7. North Building – PB/JC 
It was approved to close off all bookings for the North Building from 30th April 2026 and 
hirers to be served notice. TB would compose a template, and this will be emailed to hirers. 
Action – TB – JC to send to hirers. 
 
Clerk advised electricity d.d. at the North Building is decreasing to £44.44 due to usage. It 
should also be noted that electricity prices are increasing generally by £3.00 a month from 
January 2026. 
 

8. Speed Enforcement – Tetbury Road - MT 
An article was passed to the Cliffhanger Magazine for publication in January. 
As this has now been completed by MT, RG requested his name be taken off the Action 
Tracker. 
Action - JC 
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9. Oak Tree – NF/BS 

The purchase and planting of an Oak Tree in support of the “Oaks at 80 initiative’ to 
commemorate service men, women and civilians who played their part to defend our country 
and way of life is underway – date and arrangements to be confirmed. A plaque would be 
purchased and wording to be discussed at a later date. 
Action – NG/BS 
 

10. Anti-Social Behaviour 
Anti-Social Behaviour incidents are still occurring within the village. Police are still coming 
out regularly patrolling the area. These incidents must be reported to the Police directly as 
the PC has no power over these incidents. A Neighbourhood Watch Team was suggested 
setting up but it is not the PC’s responsibility to do this. Wiltshire Cllr Smith confirmed that he 
would ensure this issue remained at the top of the police agenda during his meetings. 

 
11. Website - RG 

The draft version had been sent to the PC for comments and comments sent back to RG. 
BS/JC will go through the updated Finance documentation and email them to RG. The 
website will be discussed at the next Communications Meeting, following which the Council 
have delegated approval to launch. 
Action – BS/JC/RG 
 

12. Apple Tree by the Bridge - BS 
It was approved to relocate the Crab Apple Tree outside the Bridge Restaurant to a location 
near the school and a resident has offered to do this. At the moment it is too near the 
highway. BS to contact resident to arrange. 
Action - BS 
. 

13. Working Group / Outside Bodies Reports 
Members to receive verbal reports from the chairs of the working groups and any Outside 
Body Representatives if something to report. 

 
Working Groups 
Footpaths & Highways – TB, NF, MS, GW – A meeting has been arranged for 29th January. 
TB to compose agenda and send it to relevant parties. 
Action – TB 
   
TB to compose an article for Grove Wood for coppicing for cliffhanger. 

 Action – TB 
 

NOTE:- TB advised that kissing gate at bottom of Brookhill will be replaced by   
Wiltshire Council with a metal kissing gate already funded by the PC (Feb/March  
weather dependent). The damaged kissing gate at the start Grove Wood will also be fixed. 

 
Climate & Biodiversity Group – BS, MS  
Efforts are still ongoing to pursue the installation of solar panels on the school roof, 
 
Allotments Group – BS, NF  
The PC had undertaken hedge trimming on the allotments. The reported burning of plastics 
would be addressed. 
Action – TB 
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The leases will need to be updated with consideration to burning of rubbish.  
Action - BS 
 
BS to liaise with JC regarding bills and conditions of allotments. 
Action - BS 
 
Communications Group (including Cliffhanger) – TB, RG, MWE, GW, JC  
The PC approved the purchasing of SpamGuard for the Cliffhanger Magazine at a cost of 
£70.00 per annum plus VAT. This will cover all Cliffhanger’s email addresses. The 
Cliffhanger team to be contacted. 
Action – JC 
 
The PC approved the maximum number of pages for the Cliffhanger would be 24 pages. 
Sustainable Sherston/recycling page only to feature quarterly. 
Action – JC 
 
A brief discussion was held regarding the What’s On page in the Cliffhanger, as this is a 
time-consuming procedure for the volunteer team to source content. It was suggested that 
event organisers contact the editorial team directly to market upcoming events. This would 
be fed back to the Cliffhanger team. 
Action - JC 
 
Planning/Neighbourhood Plan – MS, NF, TB, GJ  
Review process – Questionnaires have been sent out to various landowners to obtain 
further information. Next meeting will be held on  Meeting Monday 2nd February. 
 
Ways of working – TB, RG, PB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Finance – BS, JC, TB, NF, MWE  
Precept has now been submitted to WC. 
 
Operations Group/Village Maintenance – BS, MT, NF 
BS was waiting for HAGS to contact him regarding the sunken trampolines for repairs and 
maintenance to be carried out. 
Action - BS 
  
Personnel – DG / MS 
Nothing to report. 
 
Sports Field Development Group – BS, MS, MWE, PB 
An article to be composed for the Cliffhanger asking residents who may be interested in 
joining the group to help develop a plan as well as ‘someone’  to head/drive the group. RG 
to compose an article for the Cliffhanger with inputs from BS and MS. 
Action – RG 

 
Outside Bodies 
School – MS, RG  
Nothing to report. 
 
Village Hall - BS  
The Village Hall are fundraising for projector/screen.  
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Emergency Services/Planning – NF / MT  
Nothing to report. 
  
Area Board – MS, DG, TB – Next meeting is on Tuesday 17th February. Any information 
needs to be forwarded to this group before this date if it is to be discussed. 
 
LHFIG – MS, TB, GW – Next meeting Tuesday 27th January. Any information would need to 
be forwarded to this group before this date if it is to be discussed. 
  
SOSCIC – MS, TB  
Nothing to report. 
 
Scouts / Brownies – BS 
Nothing to report. 
 
Church – NF – Coffee morning is planned for Saturday 31st January. Amount donated from 
recycling printer cartridges to be forwarded to NF to be passed to Church. 
Action – JC 
 
Blooming Sherston/Gardening Club – GW, TB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Sports Clubs – BS, MS, MWE, PB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Recreational Ground Trust – TB 
TB confirmed that the Parish Councils request to lease the North Building to a Play Barn 
provider for under 2-year-olds was approved by members of the Trust. 
 
Snow Wardens – NF. 
Nothing to report. 

 
14. Accounts for Payment 

Appendix 1 – payments to be approved. 
Approved. 

 

15. Planning 
Consider and comment on all planning applications received up to and including the date of 
the meeting.  

 
PL/2025/09813 – Outline Planning Permission: Pinchmore Buildings, Nr Willesley – The 
erection of a rural workers dwelling. 
Comments by 5 February 2026 
Recommendation – No Objection.  
 
PL/2025/09755 – Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area - 19 Church 
Street, Sherston, SN16 0LR - T1 Sweet Cherry T8 Rowan T9 Laurel - Fell. T2 Cotoneaster 
T5 Paradise Apple T10 Whitebeam T11 Crab Apple T12 Silver Birch - Annual maintenance 
pruning. For annual maintenance pruning, we will follow RHS guidance and reduce the 
canopy by no more than 20% in any one year. T3 Paradise Apple - Reduce height and 
spread by 2m. T4 Laburnum - Pollard. T6 Buckthorn - Remove stump. T7 Hornbeam - 
Crown reduction by 1/3. Thinning by 1/3. 
Comments by 27th January 2026 
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Recommendation – No Objection. 
 

NOTE:-Councilors to have updated actions in action tracker prior to each meeting. Action tracker 
available to members of the public on request from Clerk. 
. 

Date of Next Meeting Thursday 12th February 2026 


